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PROJECT EXTRACT FROM 

EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR

NORTH STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

New School and Site Acquisition

1.
PROJECT RATIONALE
Local research and long range planning for Smithetown indicate that elementary school enrollment will continue to increase and will peak in the 2007-08 school year.  All available spaces in the two elementary schools (including music, art, storage and resource rooms) that can be utilized as primary classrooms have been diverted to that use.  Additionally, we have instituted “art on a cart” and have been using the stage in the cafetorium for music classes.

Today we find elementary school capacity to be insufficient, despite the above stated efforts.  As well, we note the following:

· expanding technology opportunities for our students has impacted the classroom space requirements and has made more space necessary;

· current enrollment exceeds current capacity, and projections indicate that elementary school enrollment will continue to increase over the next seven years;

· housing starts continue to grow at a rate of three percent in Smithetown, and new home purchases are largely being made by parents with young children;

· there is a growing need for additional classroom facilities due to the state mandated prekindergarten early intervention programs;

· there is an increasing need in our community for bilingual education;

· full-day kindergarten will be instituted at all Smithetown elementary school in response to the overwhelming success of the pilot programs at both elementary schools;

· current site is too small for expansion.

To meet our educational needs at the elementary school level, we are proposing to build a new elementary school. 

2.
LONG-RANGE PLAN

Building a new elementary school will allow Smithetown to comply with the following aspects of its long-range plan:

· improve academic programs for Smithetown students

· insure safe and appropriate learning environments for Smithetown students

· incorporate current technology into the classroom curriculum

· provide full-day kindergarten programs at all Smithetown elementary schools

Smithetown plans to use this new elementary school for at least the next 20 years after occupancy.

The vacated elementary school will be converted into a community center to be owned and operated by the town.

3.
THE PROJECT

Smithetown proposes construction of a new elementary school.  This facility will house a projected enrollment of 412 students in grades kindergarten through five.  The floor area of the building will be approximately 51,000 square feet.  Classroom and program area sizes stated below are estimated and may be revised as the design work progresses.

With respect to the entire building, the following apply:

· Building will be single story and sprinklered.

· All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.

· Special attention will be given to maximizing the use of natural lighting as appropriate to programmatic use of the space.

· Unless otherwise indicated, floors throughout will be vinyl-composition tile (VCT) for durability and ease of maintenance.

· There will be one national flag per classroom space.

· Building will be designed to allow after hours use of large assembly spaces without compromising security of the remainder of the building.

16 general classrooms each approximately 1,000 square feet in size

For room layout, the teacher should be oriented in the “front” of the room where a main presentation area should be established.  The teacher workstation should be close to the VCR and TV.  Student seating should be designed so that view of the front of the room is unobstructed.  The technology center should be located so that its use results in minimal interruption to instruction for the remainder of the class.  Sufficient power outlets should be placed throughout the room.

For each classroom, the following are needed:  5 student computers; student desks and chairs; desk and chair for instructor; computer for instructor; lockable storage cabinets; tack boards; dry erase boards; television monitor and VCR; wall mounted projection screen; room darkening window treatments; world globe and other age-appropriate non-expendable learning tools; shelves for storage of books and other teaching materials; wall-mounted coat racks and cubbies; and a printer for the technology area.

3 kindergarten classrooms each approximately 1,200 square feet in size

For room layout, the teacher should be oriented in the “front” of the room where a main presentation area should be established.  The teacher workstation should be close to the VCR and TV.  Student seating should be designed so that view of the front of the room is unobstructed.  The technology center should be located so that its use results in minimal interruption to instruction for the remainder of the class.  Sufficient power outlets should be placed throughout the room.  There should be an area where a 12-foot diameter carpet can be placed for group activities on the floor.  A toilet facility for the students should be included within each kindergarten classroom.  

For each kindergarten classroom, the following are needed:  3 student computers; octagonal tables and chairs for the students; desk and chair for instructor; computer for instructor; lockable storage cabinets; tack boards; dry erase boards; television monitor and VCR; wall mounted projection screen; room darkening window treatments; built-in countertop and sink area accessible to persons with disabilities; unisex toilet room accessible to persons with disabilities; easels, wood blocks, and other age-appropriate non-expendable learning tools; shelves for storage of books and other teaching materials; coat racks; cubbies for student use; and a printer for the technology area.

Kitchen (and serving area) of approximately 1,600 square feet

Kitchen consultants will provide guidance on the kitchen layout and the equipment which is appropriate for a school of this type and size.  Separate food storage space(s) must be planned in accordance with health codes, and surfaces must be washable, including the ceiling.  An office for the food service manager must be constructed.  A toilet room for food service staff should be constructed adjacent to the kitchen. 

The following items will be necessary:  a computer for the food service manager; commercial stove with fire suppression hood system; dishwashers; cutting boards, pots, pans, and other utensils; fire extinguisher; separate sinks for food and hand washing; ovens for warming and baking; two microwave ovens; a walk-in freezer; commercial refrigerator; built-in counters and cabinetry.  Surfaces shall be washable (including ceiling).

Cafetorium (including stage) of approximately 3,200 square feet 

The cafetorium will have acoustical treatments for the walls to dampen sound.  The cafetorium should be constructed adjacent to the kitchen.  Student traffic flow should be considered in the placement of the food serving line.  A stage will be constructed on one end of the room for school ceremonies and productions.  A storage room should be constructed adjacent to this room for storage of stage equipment.  Folding chairs will be stored under the stage.  

The following items will be necessary:  12 telescopic tables with adjoining seats; 300 folding chairs; two folding tables; movable coat racks; a stage curtain and rigging as appropriate for the stage area; lights as appropriate for small-scale productions; one state and one national flag with stanchions.

Faculty Lounge of approximately 500 square feet

The faculty room should be adjacent to or should house adult toilet rooms.  A privacy area should be constructed for phone calls.  This space should have windows and should maximize natural light. 

The following fixtures, furnishings, and equipment (FF&E) will be necessary:  microwave oven; refrigerator; stove/oven; couch and two chairs; soda machine; table and chairs suitable for lunch; built-in cabinets and sink which are handicapped accessible; fire extinguisher; coffee machine; water cooler.
Teachers’ workroom of approximately 300 square feet

The teachers’ workroom should be near the faculty room and the PTO room.  

The following FF&E will be necessary:  copier which collates; fax machine; handicapped accessible casework for storage and work-surface area around the perimeter of the room; fire extinguisher; small table and four chairs; computer and printer.

PTO room of approximately 200 square feet 

The PTO room should be near the teachers’ workroom.  

It should include the following items:  desk and chair comparable to that of a teacher; lockable storage unit; table and four chairs appropriate for small group discussion.

Instructional storage space of approximately 700 square feet

The instruction storage space will require locking storage units as well as shelving for books and other supplies.  

Custodial office and general storage of approximately 900 square feet


An office for the custodial staff should approximate 200 of the 900 square feet.  


FF&E for storage will include cabinets for chemical storage; a floor cleaning machine; buckets, mops, and brooms; large garbage cans on wheels; recycle bins of adequate size; shelves for miscellaneous storage.  FF&E for the office will include a desk and chair; central computer system for control of the energy management system; fire extinguisher; computer for chief custodian. 

1 music classroom of approximately 1,500 square feet

For room layout, the teacher should be oriented in the “front” of the room where a main presentation area should be established.  The teacher workstation should be close to the VCR and TV.  Student seating should be designed so that view of the front of the room is unobstructed.  The technology center should be located so that its use results in minimal interruption to instruction for the remainder of the class.  Sufficient power outlets should be placed throughout the room.  An instrument storage room should be located within the music room.  As well, there should be two individual or small group practice rooms which are well insulated for sound.  The music classroom should receive proper acoustical treatments for the walls, and this room should also be well insulated from the rest of the school.    

For the music classroom, the following are needed:  3 student computers with high quality speakers; handicapped accessible risers to accommodate approximately 40 students; music stands; storage cabinets for supplies; desk and chair for instructor; computer for instructor; tack boards; dry erase boards; television monitor and VCR; wall mounted projection screen; room darkening window treatments; piano; keyboard; miscellaneous student instruments.

1 art classroom of approximately 1,300 square feet

For room layout, the teacher should be oriented in the “front” of the room where a main presentation area should be established.  The teacher workstation should be close to the VCR and TV.  Student seating should be designed so that view of the front of the room is unobstructed.  The technology center should be located so that its use results in minimal interruption to instruction for the remainder of the class.  Sufficient power outlets should be placed throughout the room.  Special consideration should be given to natural lighting for this space.  There should be sufficient space for work which is drying or being displayed.  As well, there should be a dedicated area for the kiln.  Student safety should be considered in the design of the space and the placement of instructional equipment and supplies.  

For this classroom, the following are needed:  3 student computers; tables and chairs with ample work surface for miscellaneous art mediums; storage cabinets for supplies; desk and chair for instructor; computer for instructor; tack boards; dry erase boards; television monitor and VCR; wall mounted projection screen; room darkening window treatments; built-in countertop and sink area; easels, drying racks; kiln; fire extinguisher; color printer for the technology area.

Gymnasium of approximately 4,000 square feet

The gymnasium will have a wooden floor with a cushioning substrate.  Floor should be  properly lined for volleyball, badminton, and basketball.  An office should be constructed for the physical education teacher.  Storage should be adjacent to or within the confines of the gymnasium area so that physical education equipment can be readily accessible.  The location of the gymnasium should be such that the community may have access without having to walk through the entire building.  Toilet rooms should be constructed in this area of the building so that access is granted during public activities in off school hours. 

The following items will be necessary:  wall padding; spatial public address system; electronic score board; 4 retractable basketball backboards and 2 fixed backboards; retractable bleachers; volleyball stanchions and nets; miscellaneous equipment for baseball, softball, volleyball, badminton, soccer, flag football; trampoline; balance beam; vault/horse; floor mats; instructor desk, chair, and computer; storage racks, shelves, cabinetry. 

Media center (plus computer & server rooms) of approximately 4,400 square feet

Room will consist of two primary spaces:  Library and Computer Lab.  There should also be an enclosed administrative area to accommodate at least two people/workstations as well as a server room and storage areas.  Carpet will be required for the library as will acoustical treatments for the walls. The computer lab should have a tile floor and should accommodate 30 computers and 3 printers.  Computer lab and server room should be air conditioned.  Server room should have tile floor.  The room should be designed so that an area may be utilized for class instruction concurrently with library use by individual students or small groups. 

For the library, we will require:  casework for administrative area; 30 shelving units for books; 2 computer workstations; 2 televisions; 2 VCRs; 8 tables and chairs to accommodate 48-50 students.  Computer science lab will require:  20 new computers; 3 color printers; work areas for each of the computers; and storage.  For the server room we require:  video distribution rack and patch panels; telephone switch, backboard, and punch down blocks; WAN tribe boxes; two workstations; server; shelving for manuals and storage.  

Principal’s office of approximately 300 square feet

This office will include a private toilet room, carpeting, appropriate lighting, and a window.  Walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The principal’s office must be adjacent to the front office and must also be near the other administrative offices. 

An executive desk and chair, locking storage, and a computer are required.  As well, a small conference table and chairs to accommodate six people is required.   


Front office of approximately 600 square feet

The front office must include a window to the outside, and must also include a window wall to the entrance corridor.  This office must be adjacent to the main entrance to the school and the principal’s office.  It should include space for a minimum of two workers, and it will house the main communications and public address functions for the school.  A waiting area should be established for visitors to the principal’s office or for parents picking up children. Walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  A coat closet must be constructed.  There should also be general storage space and a walk-in vault for storage of student records. 

Built-in casework will be necessary for a handicapped accessible reception desk at which the public will be greeted.  A copier, fax machine, fire extinguisher, and two computers are required.  Two chairs and secretary-style desks are needed.  Six waiting-room style chairs are required for visitors and parents.     


Social Worker’s Office of approximately 200 square feet

This office must include carpeting and appropriate lighting. Walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The social worker’s office must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices. 

A new desk, chair, and computer are required.  A small conference table and four chairs is needed for small group meetings.   


School Psychologist’s Office of approximately 200 square feet

This office must include carpeting and appropriate lighting. Walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The school psychologist’s office must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices. 

A new desk, chair, and computer are required.  A small conference table and four chairs is needed for small group meetings.   


Nurse’s Office of approximately 300 square feet

The nurses office must include a private handicapped accessible bathroom, tile floor, separate handicapped accessible sink within the office area, and appropriate lighting.  It should be located near the other administrative offices.  Provisions should be made for maximum privacy.  Two phones should be installed.  Rest areas should be designed to isolate ill students. 

For this office, the following are required:  lockable storage for medications; miscellaneous medical equipment (to be identified at a later time); four student rest lounges; desk, chair, and computer; electronic scale; and 3 folding/movable vanity partitions.  

Conference Room of approximately 400 square feet

The conference room must include carpeting, a window, and appropriate lighting. Walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The conference room must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices.    

To furnish this room, the following are required:  a conference table and chairs which accommodate twenty people; casework/counter and sink.


3 Special Education Rooms each approximately 400 square feet 

The special education rooms should have carpeting and walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The special education rooms should be centrally located within the building to provide convenient student access and reduce pull out time from regular classrooms.  One of the special education rooms should also have a timeout room to be approximately 6 feet by 8 feet.  Timeout room should have a one-way window to allow staff to monitor the room occupant.  Timeout room must have a door which allows the occupant to egress.  (i.e., The occupant cannot be locked in with no means of egress.) 

To furnish special education rooms, the following are required:  a conference table and chairs to accommodate four students; computer, desk and chair for teacher; computer for instructional area; lockable storage area.  Timeout room will have no furnishings.  


Guidance office (and testing area) approximately 400 square feet

The guidance office should have a cubical-type partition to separate the testing area from the office area allowing privacy to occupants using either portion of the room.  The room should be carpeted, and walls will be treated with vinyl wall covering.  The guidance area should be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices.    

To furnish this room, the following are required:  a conference table and chairs to accommodate four students; desk and chair for counselor; computer for guidance counselor; computer for testing area.


Walls, toilets, circulation, and mechanical estimated at 9,000 square feet

The preceding descriptions of spaces by type and size exclude consideration of square footage occupied by walls and circulation.  As well, not all student toilet rooms have been identified.  The estimate of the area to be occupied by these features is 9,000 square feet.  Fire extinguishers will be scattered throughout corridors and in mechanical spaces.

4.  
BUILDING SYSTEMS
Security:  
An electronic security system will be installed in the school.  The school will be designed to prevent access to instructional areas of the school when community events take place during non-school hours.

Public Address:
The building public address system will be comprehensive.  It will be addressed as part of the technology component of the project and will incorporate internal building communications as well as external communications.  Concurrently, the systems for the phones, clocks, and data/voice/video will be developed.

Technology:
Current technology standards and anticipated future standards are being explored.  The most up-to-date voice/video/data systems will be added to all instructional and support spaces within this school.  A WAN will be installed and this building will be networked to the other schools and Board of Education offices in Smithetown.

Phone System:
A comprehensive phone system will be integrated with the technology component of the project, and phones will be installed throughout the facility.  All support and instructional spaces will be included.

Clocks:
The clocks, like the phone system, will be integrated into the  technology component of the project.  All support and instructional spaces will be included. 

5.
INTERIOR BUILDING ENVIRONMENT


Acoustics:  
Ceilings:  Suspended acoustical ceiling will be installed throughout the building. 



Walls:  Classroom walls will be constructed of concrete masonry units.  In specialized areas such as the  media center, cafeteria, and music room, acoustical treatments will be installed.  Walls within all offices will be treated with vinyl wall covering. 


Lighting:
Natural lighting will be maximized within the facility.  Lights will be energy efficient and appropriate for the programmatic use of the space.  Motion sensors will be installed.


HVAC:
The heating system will be oil-fired boilers.  Mechanical ventilation will be installed.  A central air handling unit will be installed to air condition the media center (including computer lab/server location), nurses office, and the administrative offices.  A computerized energy management system will be integrated into the technology component of the project. 


Plumbing:
All plumbing will comply with current codes.


Windows/Doors:
Windows will be energy efficient.  Windows should be of a type that can be opened at the top and/or bottom to allow for natural ventilation.  Emergency egress windows will be installed in accordance with fire code.  Rated doors will be installed in accordance with fire code.  

6.
SITE DEVELOPMENT

Site Acquisition:
14 acres will be acquired.  

Parking: 
Parking for staff and visitors will be developed.  As well, in determining the size of the lots, consideration will be given to use of the building for community events.  ADA and other code requirements will be addressed in design of parking.

Drives:    
After the site is selected and the traffic study completed, the appropriate access and driveway configuration will be determined.  Consideration will be given to bus traffic, community access, parking locations, and student safety.  

Walkways: 
Walkways will be featured around the perimeter of the school.  As well, access to the parking lots, playfields, and bus pickup/dropoff will be addressed.  Student safety is a key concern in design of walkways as well as ADA compliance.

Outdoor Athletic Facilities:  
There will be no specialized outdoor athletic facilities.  A generic playfield will be constructed for use during recess and physical education.  A backstop will be placed on one corner of the field; this will be used for softball and baseball activities as part of physical education.   (No baselines will be cut.)  An ADA compliant playscape will be installed as part of the project. 

Landscaping:  
Landscaping will be designed to allow the school to blend with the environment.  Trees and other greenery will be of a hearty variety which require little maintenance and which complement the building and site.  Trees will be planted a sufficient distance from the building to avoid future maintenance problems.  Consideration will be given to safety and security when placing foliage around walkways and areas of building access. 

Site Improvements:  
Site will be graded as necessary for construction and as necessary to finish the site at the completion of construction.  A flagpole, sign, bike racks, and benches will be installed at the main entrance to the school.

7.
CONSTRUCTION BONUS REQUESTS

North Street Elementary School does not house any of the special programs eligible for a school construction bonus.

School Readiness:
C.G.S. 10-285a(e)--Not applicable. 

Lighthouse Schools:
C.G.S. 10-285a(f)--Not applicable.

CHOICE:
C.G.S. 10-285a(g), as amended--Not applicable.

Full-day Kindergarten:
C.G.S. 10-285a(h)--Not applicable.

Reduced Class Size:
C.G.S. 10-285a(h)--Not applicable. 

Regional Vo-Ag Center:
C.G.S. 10-65--Not applicable.

Interdistrict Magnet School:
C.G.S. 10-264h--Not applicable.

Interdistrict Cooperative School:
C.G.S. 10-158a--Not applicable.

Regional Special Education Center:
C.G.S. 10-76e--Not applicable.

8.
COMMUNITY USES
The new elementary school will be designed to facilitate activities during the school hours, before and after school hours, and throughout the calendar year.

· Adult Education will be offered in the evenings 

· YMCA day care services will be provided in the cafetorium before and after school

· PTO will use the media center and conference rooms for meetings before and after school; as well, note that they have an office and storage space within the building 

· The Recreation Department will use the gymnasium for activities evenings when it is not being used by the students

· Summer Enrichment Programs will be held here

· Neighborhood and City-wide Community Meetings take place in the evenings

· Boy and Girl Scout programs are run here after school as are several other youth clubs

· Community Choral performances and productions take place in the cafetorium during summer evenings
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