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PROJECT EXTRACT FROM

EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR

WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Extension, Alteration, and Code Compliance

1.
PROJECT RATIONALE
Local research and long-range planning for Smithetown indicate that elementary school enrollment will continue to increase and will peak in the 2007-08 school year.  All available spaces in the two elementary schools (including music, art, storage and resource rooms) that can be utilized as primary classrooms have been diverted to that use.  Additionally, we have instituted “art on a cart” and have been using the stage in the cafetorium for music classes.

Today we find elementary school capacity to be insufficient, despite the above stated efforts.  As well, we note the following:

· expanding technology opportunities for our students has impacted the classroom space requirements and has made more space necessary;

· current enrollment exceeds current capacity, and projections indicate that elementary school enrollment will continue to increase over the next seven years;

· housing starts continue to grow at a rate of three percent in Smithetown, and new home purchases are largely being made by parents with young children;

· there is a growing need for additional classroom facilities due to the state mandated prekindergarten early intervention programs;

· there is an increasing need in our community for bilingual education;

· Westside Elementary School has not been updated for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and is in need of corrections for fire and health code violations as well;

· full-day kindergarten will be instituted at Westside Elementary School in response to the overwhelming success of the pilot program at this site during the past two years;

· technology within the existing Westside Elementary School must be further expanded to allow access for all students, and the media center must be expanded and redesigned to better meet the needs of today’s students.

To meet our educational needs at the elementary school level, we are proposing to build an extension of approximately 10,000 square feet.  As well, we will make modifications to several of the existing classrooms and support spaces for programmatic reasons and best use of space.  We will perform correction of code violations throughout the existing facility.  Doors will be located in such a way as to allow the assembly areas to be used after hours without compromising the security of the remainder of the building.

2.
LONG-RANGE PLAN

Building an addition to Westside Elementary School will allow Smithetown to comply with the following aspects of its long-range plan:

· improve academic programs for Smithetown students

· insure safe and appropriate learning environments for Smithetown students

· incorporate current technology into the classroom curriculum

· provide full-day kindergarten programs at all Smithetown elementary schools

Smithetown plans to continue to utilize Westside Elementary School in its current capacity, and with appropriate maintenance, as an elementary school for at least the next twenty years.

3.
THE PROJECT

Smithetown proposes construction at Westside Elementary School to include a building extension, interior alterations, and correction of code violations.  Details of the project are presented below.  Classroom and program area sizes stated below are estimated and may be revised as the design work progresses.

THE PROJECT—Existing Space

The following list identifies the current type and size of space, the anticipated construction, and the space after construction.  Equipment needs are also addressed for each space.

Current space:  
12 general classrooms each approximately 800 square feet in size

Construction:  
Interior alterations and code work to include conduit, wiring for technology, door widths/hardware/ADA compliance.  Rooms will be repainted due to general age and condition.

Final space:
12 general classrooms each approximately 800 square feet in size

FF&E:
for each classroom:  5 new computers, replacement desk for instructor; remainder of furniture existing and scheduled for reuse

Current space:  
1 general (6th grade) classroom of approximately 900 square feet

Construction:  
Room will be converted from a sixth grade room to a prekindergarten room.  Interior alterations will include conduit, wiring for technology, door widths/hardware/ADA compliance, creation of a unisex toilet room within the classroom where none previously existed, installation of an accessible counter top and sink washing area within classroom, carpeting to cover existing tile floor

Final space:
1 prekindergarten classroom of approximately 900 square feet

FF&E:
1 new computer; tables and chairs appropriate for prekindergarten students; instructor desk and chair; cubbies for student use; storage cabinets for supplies; built-in accessible countertop and sink area; marker board and dry erase board; wood blocks, paint easels, and other misc. non-expendable age-appropriate learning tools 


*************************

Current space:  
1 general (6th grade) classroom of approximately 900 square feet

Construction:  
Room will be converted from a sixth grade room to a kindergarten room.  Interior alterations will include conduit, wiring for technology, door widths/hardware/ADA compliance, creation of a unisex toilet room within the classroom where none previously existed, installation of an accessible counter top and sink washing area within classroom, carpeting to cover existing tile floor

Final space:
1 kindergarten classroom of approximately 900 square feet

FF&E:
1 new computer; tables and chairs appropriate for kindergarten students; instructor desk and chair; cubbies for student use; storage cabinets for supplies; built-in accessible countertop and sink area; marker board and dry erase board; wood blocks, paint easels, and other misc. non-expendable age-appropriate learning tools 


*************************

Current space:  
1 special education room of approximately 500 square feet

Construction:  
Room will be divided into two adjoining rooms for instruction.  Must include a built-in observation wall (one-way mirror)  for teaching other professionals and general observation, a sound system, windows, and an outside door to each room.

Final space:
2 Reading Recovery Rooms each approximately 250 square feet

FF&E:
Each room must have:  1 new computer; marker board and dry erase board; table and chairs appropriate for individual or small group interaction, storage cabinets or casework

Current space:  
Kitchen of approximately 1,000 square feet

Construction:  
No change to size of space.  Fire, health, and building code compliance will be addressed. 

Final space:
Kitchen of approximately 1,000 square feet

FF&E:
Existing equipment will be maintained.  Existing commercial stove will receive kitchen hood with fire suppression system (where none existed before).  New dishwasher will be added not as replacement but to supplement existing unit.  Freezer will be replaced due to age and state of disrepair.  Two new warming ovens will be added where none existed before.

*************************

Current space:  
Cafetorium (Cafeteria/Stage) of approximately 2,900 square feet

Construction:  
Serving line portion of cafetorium will be modified to accommodate equipment changes in the kitchen.  Floor will be refinished due to general age and planned maintenance.  ADA will be addressed.

Final space:  
Cafetorium of approximately 2,900 square feet 

FF&E:
12 new telescopic tables with adjoining seats (10 replacements for old, inadequate tables and 2 new telescopic tables for additional student enrollment)

*************************

Current space:  
Library of approximately 1,500 square feet

Construction:  
Old library will be converted into faculty room, teachers’ workroom, and PTO room.  Construction will involve building walls; redesign and replacement of lighting to make it appropriate for each space; and extension of the phone system to each space.  Teachers’ workroom will require wiring and a computer, casework and sink.  Faculty room will require adult bathrooms, windows, casework and sink, and privacy area for phone calls.  

Final space:  
Faculty room of approximately 700 square feet


Teachers’ workroom of approximately 500 square feet


PTO room of approximately 300 square feet 

FF&E:
Faculty room will require microwave (replacement), stove (new), refrigerator (replacement), soda machine (new), and fire extinguisher.  


Teachers’ workroom will require accessible casework and fire extinguisher.  (Table and chairs from old conference room will be moved and used here.)  Balance of existing equipment will be reused.


PTO room will require lockable storage unit, desk, work table, and several chairs for small group discussion. 

Current space:  
1 special education room of approximately 300 square feet

Construction:  
To be converted back to instructional storage. No major construction.  Room will be repainted.  

Final space:
Instructional storage space of approximately 300 square feet

FF&E:
Much of existing shelving to be reused.  However, some additional shelving and other storage units will be required.

*************************

Current space:  
1 special education resource room of approximately 600 square feet

Construction:  
To be converted back to custodial use.  A wall will be erected to create a custodial office.  The balance of the space will be utilized for storage of custodial equipment, including outdoor equipment.  

Final space:
Custodial office of approximately 150 square feet


Custodial storage of approximately 450 square feet

FF&E:
New storage cabinets will be required for chemical storage.  A new, larger floor cleaning machine will be needed to replace the old one which will not accommodate the increased floor are of the building.  A fire extinguisher and a computer for the chief custodian will be needed.  Misc. other custodial equipment (new and not replacement) will be needed and will be identified at a later time. 

*************************

Current space:  
1 general classroom of approximately 900 square feet

Construction:  
Room will be converted to an art classroom.  This will be accomplished largely through addition of  FF&E.   

Final space:
1 art classroom of approximately 900 square feet

FF&E:
All items are new and did not previously exist:  1 new computer; chairs and tables with ample work surface for misc. art mediums; storage cabinets for supplies; built-in accessible countertop and sink area; kiln; tack boards; drying racks; fire extinguisher 

Current space:  
gymnasium of approximately 4,000 square feet

Construction:  
Room will be unaffected by major construction.  Work will include replacing lights with more energy efficient fixtures.  Also to be addressed are ADA violations related to retractable bleachers and access to the gymnasium.  Walls will be repainted.  Floor will be refinished.

Final space:
gymnasium of approximately 4,000 square feet

FF&E:
12 new basketballs to replace old inventory; replacement sound system and score board; new wall padding where none previously existed.  

*************************

Current space:  
Mechanical room of approximately 600 square feet 

Construction:  
Room will be expanded by 300 square feet to house a second boiler necessitated by the building extension.  As well, asbestos removal will be addressed for insulation on the pipes in the boiler room.  A second exit (directly to the outside) will be added to address fire code common path of travel distance requirement. 

Final space:
Mechanical room of approximately 900 square feet in size 

FF&E:
Second Boiler to be added for increased capacity required by building extension

*************************

Current space:  
Administrative offices (principal, front office staff, conference room, school psychologist, school social worker, nurse) approximately 1,500 square feet, in aggregate 

Construction:  
Demolition of existing administrative offices is necessary.  Construction analysis indicates that the current location of the administrative offices is the best location for placement of the building extension.  Further studies reveal that the physical structure housing the administrative offices is 57 years old and it is more cost effective to replace this portion of the building then it would be to try to maintain and update this portion of the building. 

Final space:
None.  New wing will join old building at site of demolished  offices. See specific administrative office under NEW below

FF&E:
See specific administrative office under NEW below

THE PROJECT—New Space

The following list describes the type and size of space to be housed in the new building extension.  Specific equipment needs are also addressed for each space.  (Note that each classroom/program space will receive one American flag.)

Final space:
Media Center of approximately 4,000 square feet

Construction:
Room will consist of two primary spaces:  Library and Computer Lab.  There should also be an enclosed administrative area to accommodate at least two people/workstations as well as a server room and storage areas.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future tech-nology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.   All areas will receive suspended acoustical ceilings.  Carpet will be required for the library as will acoustical treatments for the walls. The computer lab should have a tile floor and should accommodate 30 computers and 3 printers.  Computer lab and server room should be air conditioned.  Server room should have tile floor.  

FF&E:
Library:  casework for administrative area; 20 shelving units for books (8 replacement, 4 new); 2 computer workstations (new); television (new); VCR (new); 8 tables and chairs to accommodate 48-50 students (half replacement, half new)


Computer room (all items are new/previously not existent):  30 new computers; 3 printers; accessible work stations for each of the computers (specific type to be determined at a later date); storage.


For the server room all items are new/previously not existent:  video distribution rack and patch panels; telephone switch, backboard, and punch down blocks; WAN tribe boxes; two accessible workstations; server; shelving for manuals and storage.  

*************************

Final space:  
6 general classrooms each approximately 900 square feet in size

Construction:  
Room configuration will closely match that of the existing building.  Tile floors, fluorescent lighting, and suspended acoustical ceilings will be installed.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.  Special attention will be given to maximizing the use of natural lighting in each space.   

FF&E:
For each classroom, the following are needed:  5 computers; student desks; desk and chair for instructor; storage cabinets for supplies; tack boards; dry erase boards; television monitor and VCR; wall mounted projection screen and maps; room darkening window treatments; world globe and other age-appropriate non-expendable learning tools.

Final space:  
Principal’s Office of approximately 400 square feet

Construction:  
This must include a private toilet room, carpeting, appropriate lighting, and a window.  It must be adjacent to the front office and must also be near the other administrative offices.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.    

FF&E:
Existing desk and chair will be reused.  A new computer is required to replace the obsolete one currently used.   


*************************

Final space:  
Front Office of approximately 600 square feet

Construction:  
This must include a window.  It must be adjacent to the main entrance to the school and must also be near the other administrative offices.  It should include space for a minimum of two workers, and it will house the main communications/public address functions for the school.  A coat closet must be constructed.  There should also be general storage space as well as space for a walk-in vault for storage of student records.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.    

FF&E:
Accessible built-in casework will be necessary for a reception desk at which the public will be greeted.  A replacement copier is needed.  One existing desk, chair, and computer can be reused.  A second desk, chair, and computer will be needed as none previously existed.  A fire extinguisher will be needed.    


*************************

Final space:  
Social Worker’s Office of approximately 200 square feet

Construction:  
This must include carpeting and appropriate lighting.  It must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.     

FF&E:
Existing desk and chair will be reused.  New computer is needed where none previously existed.  Small conference table and four chairs is needed for small group meetings (none previously existed).   


Final space:  
School Psychologist’s Office of approximately 200 square feet

Construction:  
This must include carpeting and appropriate lighting.  It must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.    

FF&E:
Existing desk and chair will be reused.  New computer is needed where none previously existed.  Small conference table and four chairs is needed for small group meetings (none previously existed).   


*************************

Final space:  
Nurse’s Office of approximately 400 square feet

Construction:  
This must include a private toilet room, tile floor, separate sink within the office area, and appropriate lighting.  It should be located near the other administrative offices.  Provisions should be made for maximum privacy.  Two phones should be installed.  Rest areas should be designed to isolate ill students.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.      

FF&E:
Lockable storage for medications (the old storage was built in and cannot be reused); misc. medical equipment to be identified at a later time (existing will be reused, but some new items are needed); four student rest lounges (two replacement, two new); desk, chair, and computer (all new, previously non-existent); 3 movable vanity partitions or ceiling-hung sliding curtains (new).  

*************************

Final space:  
Conference Room of approximately 500 square feet

Construction:  
This must include carpeting, a window, and appropriate lighting.  It must be readily accessible to the public and must be near the other administrative offices.  All new construction will comply with current codes, will address current and anticipate future technology, and will utilize energy efficient materials.    

FF&E:
A new conference table and chairs will be needed to accommodate twenty people.  (The previous conference table and chairs will be moved to the teacher’s workroom.)  Accessible casework/counter and sink are required.


4.  
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Security:  
Currently there is no security system in Westside Elementary School.  As part of this project, a security system will be added to the entire facility.

Public Address:
The public address system will be upgraded and replaced as part of the project, and all instructional and support spaces will be affected.

Technology:
Current technology standards and anticipated future standards are being explored.  The most up-to-date voice/video/data systems will be added to all instructional and support spaces within this school.  A WAN will be installed and this building will be networked to the other schools and board of education offices within Smithetown.  (Technology within the existing facility is limited to the school administration and the library.)

Phone System:
Currently, Westside Elementary School has only intercoms within each classroom.  As part of the proposed project, a comprehensive phone system will be integrated with the technology component of the project, and phones will be installed throughout the facility.  All support and instructional spaces will be addressed.

Clocks:
The clocks at Westside Elementary School will be replaced and upgraded.  Like the phone system, they will be integrated into technology improvements at the facility.  All support and instructional spaces will be addressed.

5.
INTERIOR BUILDING ENVIRONMENT


Acoustics:  
Ceilings:  Ceiling will be replaced in limited areas where reuse is not possible (e.g., where walls are demolished or moved due to change in room use and it will not be possible to reuse the existing ceiling grid).  In other situations and where possible, all existing ceilings will be unaffected/maintained or reused.  In the new portions of the building, suspended acoustical ceiling will be installed. 



Walls:  Classroom walls will be constructed of concrete masonry units.  In specialized areas such as the new media center, acoustical treatments will be installed.  Walls within all offices will be treated with vinyl wall covering. 


Lighting:
If the programmatic use of existing space is changed (e.g., library converted to offices), the lighting design will be modified and lights replaced as appropriate for the new space usage and as necessitated by redesign of ceiling.  Where possible, all existing lighting will be unaffected/maintained or reused.  (An exception to reuse is the gymnasium where the lighting is being replaced due to general age and condition.  We are aware that this is not eligible for reimbursement.)  In the new portions of the building, lighting will be energy efficient and cosmetically similar to that within the existing building.


HVAC:
Heating:  An additional (second) boiler will be installed to handle the increased needs of the new building wing.



Ventilating:  Currently there is no mechanical ventilation within Westside Elementary School.  As part of this project, a mechanical ventilation system will be added.



Air Conditioning:  The existing facility does not have any form of central air conditioning; some of the offices have window units.  As part of this project, a central air handling unit will be installed to air condition the media center (including computer lab/server location) and the administrative offices.


Plumbing:
Modifications will be made to the existing system for increased capacity related to the extension or if required by code (e.g., fixture count adjustments, changes to septic system/flow).  A second hot water heater will be added.  New piping will be for the extension only; no replacements to existing.  Septic System will be surveyed for compliance with increased flows; modifications will be made as necessary.


Windows/Doors:
No changes will be made to the existing windows as part of this project. Windows in the building extension will be energy efficient and of a type that can be opened at the top and/or bottom to allow for natural ventilation.  Interior doors will be replaced as necessary when doorways are widened for ADA reasons.  Entrance doors may also be replaced if modifications for ADA require changes.  Other exterior doors will not be affected by construction. 

6.
SITE DEVELOPMENT

Site Acquisition:
Not applicable.

Parking: 
Due to the location of the building extension on the site, it will be necessary to relocate an existing parking lot and also to increase (by approximately 30 percent) the number of parking spaces.  ADA requirements will also be addressed for parking and passenger loading zone.

Drives:    
Modifications to the entrance of the building require relocation of the bus access and driveway.  

Walkways: 
Proximate to the building entrance, all walkways will be resurfaced due to general age and condition.  Some new walkways will be added.

Outdoor Athletic Facilities:
The current playground will be unchanged as a result of construction; however, a new accessible playscape will be put in to replace the equipment currently on site which is not accessible.  As well, a baseball/softball diamond and backstop will be put in where none previously existed.

Landscaping:  
Trees along the west end of the school will be removed to accommodate the building extension.  At the conclusion of construction, trees and other greenery will be planted to complement the building and site.  Only areas affected by construction will be impacted.  The remainder of the school’s landscaping will be unaffected. Trees will be planted a sufficient distance from the building to avoid future maintenance problems.  Consideration will be given to safety and security when placing foliage around walkways and areas of building access.

Site Improvements:  
Along the front of the school, two new bike racks will be installed.  As well, benches will be installed in appropriate locations around the new building entrance.  All of these items are new and not replacement.  The flag pole will be removed from its original location, moved, and reinstalled after redesign of the driveway and bus access are completed.

7.
CONSTRUCTION BONUS REQUESTS

Westside Elementary School does not house any of the special programs eligible for a school construction bonus.

School Readiness:
C.G.S. 10-285a(e)--Not applicable. 

Lighthouse Schools:
C.G.S. 10-285a(f)--Not applicable.

CHOICE:
C.G.S. 10-285a(g), as amended--Not applicable.

Full-day Kindergarten:
C.G.S. 10-285a(h)--Not applicable.

Reduced Class Size:
C.G.S. 10-285a(h)--Not applicable. 

Regional Vo-Ag Center:
C.G.S. 10-65--Not applicable.

Interdistrict Magnet School:
C.G.S. 10-264h--Not applicable.

Interdistrict Cooperative School:
C.G.S. 10-158a--Not applicable.

Regional Special Education Center:
C.G.S. 10-76e--Not applicable.

8.
COMMUNITY USES
Westside Elementary School will be designed to facilitate activities during the school hours, before and after school hours, and throughout the calendar year.

· Adult Education will be offered in the evenings 

· YMCA day care services will be provided in the cafetorium before and after school

· PTO will use the media center and conference rooms for meetings before and after school; as well, note that they have an office and storage space within the building 

· The Recreation Department will use the gymnasium for activities evenings when it is not being used by the students

· Summer Enrichment Programs will be held here

· Neighborhood and City-wide Community Meetings take place in the evenings

· Boy and Girl Scout programs are run here after school as are several other youth clubs

· Community Choral performances and productions take place in the cafetorium during summer evenings
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