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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Project Background

Located at 317 Bow Lane in Middletown, Connecticut, the
State Veterans’ Cemetery is the largest State-operated
cemetery in Connecticut. The site is set on 24 acres of land,
approximately 12 of which are developed. The site
currently accommodates approximately 7,400 occupied
burial sites, an administration building within which is a non-
denominational chapel, and an internal vehicular travelway
to access the burial sites. The cemetery was established in
1985.

The cemetery is under the administrative control of the
Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs (CTDVA).
Those eligible for burial include veterans who served at least
90 days of active duty and were released from the Armed
Forces under honorable conditions and who either entered
the service as a resident of the State of Connecticut or died
as a Connecticut resident. The spouses of veterans meeting
these requirements are also eligible for burial.

Partial funding for this project would be through a United
States Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) Grant.

1.2  Purpose and Need

Current issues of concern at the Veterans’ Cemetery include
limited capacity for additional grave sites, an inadequate
internal access road system, loss of sections of the cemetery
due to high water table, code compliance within the
administration building, and inadequate parking.

As of 2012, a total of 7,123 gravesites were utilized.
Projected gravesite utilization for 2013 is 479, bringing total
utilization to 7,602 by December 2013. Based on the rate of
filling, the cemetery is anticipated to be depleted of space in
approximately 4.6 years.

CTDVA intends to construct a 3,000-niche columbarium,
3,200 feet of access driveway, limited parking, and
improvements to the existing administration building.
These improvements are needed in order to bring the
building up to code, including handicapped access, and to
extend the life of the cemetery by approximately ten years,
thus providing the necessary time for CTDVA to locate and
develop a new state cemetery. Each element is described in
greater detail below.

Columbarium — A columbarium is similar to a mausoleum,
but instead of spaces for caskets, a columbarium has niches
for urns that contain cremated remains (sometimes called
cremains). The proposed columbarium at the Veterans’
Cemetery will consist of walkways that access constructed

walls containing cremains. While the layout has not yet
been designed, it is anticipated that the walls will be
constructed to a height of approximately five feet. The area
will be surrounded by a berm on three sides.

Access Driveway — The proposed access driveway extension
will be internal to the site and generally on the periphery of
the existing grave sites. The new access drive will obtain the
maximum benefit of the remaining burial sites. New
roadway will also gain access to the proposed columbarium.

Administration Building Upgrades — The administration
building houses the administration and facilities offices as
well as a small chapel that seats 35 to 45 people. The
building requires ADA/code improvements as well as
updates to the restroom facilities to bring them up to
current code requirements. All planned improvements are
internal to the existing building and sidewalk footprint.
Building expansion is not contemplated.

Site Work — The new access drive and columbarium will
require a limited amount of site work, including installation
of new stormwater drainage systems. The existing
stormwater collection system may also require upsizing to
accommodate the additional stormwater flow.

2.0 ALTERNATIVES

2.1 Development of Alternatives

The following alternatives were developed for
consideration:

No Action

Expansion of the Existing Facility

Siting and Construction of a New Facility
Use of Other Existing Facilities

Q0 oo

2.2  Alternatives Retained for Detailed Analysis
The following alternatives were retained for detailed
analysis:

a. No-Action (No-Build) Alternative: Under the No-Action
Alternative, the CTDVA would be unable to meet its
obligations beyond the year 2018. The No-Action
Alternative is counter to the CTDVA'’s core values and
mission of “Serving Those Who Served.” For this
reason, the No-Action Alternative was not considered
further.

b. Expansion of the Existing Facility (Proposed Action): The
Proposed Action contemplates expansion of the existing
facility to extend its useful life by at least ten years. The
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proposed columbarium provides an alternative to
traditional burial and occurs within a significantly
smaller footprint, thus retaining the newly accessible
grave sites for casket burial.

c. Siting and Construction of a New Facility: It is possible
that a new cemetery could be cited and constructed in
Middletown or at another location in Connecticut. In
fact, such an endeavor will be necessary, as even with
the proposed expansion, the Middletown site has a
finite capacity. Siting of a new cemetery is anticipated
to take on the order of ten years from planning through
implementation and the current projections forecast
the Middletown cemetery with less than five years of
capacity. For this reason, this alternative was not
considered further.

d. Use of Other Existing Facilities: There are only two
other cemeteries in Connecticut available for veterans.
One is located in Rocky Hill near the Veterans’ Hospital.
This is a small cemetery that is reserved for veterans at
the hospital. The site has constraints, including the
presence of wetlands and floodplains. A second
cemetery is located in Darien that dates back to the
1800s. The site was closed after it reached capacity.
Neither of these locations is suitable to provide for the
short-term or long-term needs for veterans in
Connecticut.  Therefore, these options were not
considered further.

3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSEQUENCES OF THE ALTERNATIVES

3.1 Aesthetics

The Veterans’ Cemetery is located on Bow Lane, a local
roadway in the City of Middletown. The area hosts a mix of
low density single story residential dwellings, multi-story
institutional, religious, and commercial buildings, as well as
open spaces and fields. Bow Lane is a well maintained
roadway, lined with mature trees and an abundance of
green space adjacent to it.

The proposed columbarium, access drive, and site
improvements are consistent with the current aesthetics of
site. and the surrounding neighborhood. No building
construction is proposed at the site and the proposed access
road, grave sites, and columbarium will have an aesthetic
quality that is similar to the existing site and surrounding
neighborhood.

3.2 Land Use & Zoning

The land uses surrounding the Veterans’ Cemetery include
the following:

To the North: Institutional development associated with
Connecticut Valley Hospital (CVH) is located to the north
across Bow Lane. The CVH complex is characterized by a
mix of buildings, parking areas, and maintained lawn.

To the East: A private cemetery, known as Calvary
Cemetery of Saint Mary’s is located immediately to the east
of the Veteran’s Cemetery.

To the Southeast: A large undeveloped wooded area is
located to the southeast of the site.

To the South and Southwest: A commercial complex
hosting building and parking areas is located to the south,
accessed from Saybrook Road. To the southwest near the
terminus of Holmes Road is a medical building complex with
two buildings and a large parking lot. This site is also
accessed from Saybrook Road, which runs adjacent and
parallel to Route 9.

To the West: Numerous residential dwellings are located
along Holmes Drive, all of which are owned by CVH.

The existing cemetery and the expansion areas are currently
zoned ID (Institutional Development). According to the City
of Middletown Zoning regulations, permitted uses in the
zone are limited to governmental, health, educational,
charitable, and religious organizations. The expansion of the
cemetery is consistent with the charitable mission of CTDVA
and the religious needs of the State’s veterans.

Residential zones (R-30 and R-45) are located to the east
and north of the existing cemetery, respectively. While
residences, farming, residential businesses, assisted elderly
housing, and accessory apartments are permitted uses in
this zone, special exception uses include cemeteries,
educational institutions, and group homes. Calvary
Cemetery is located adjacent to the Veterans’ Cemetery in
the R-30 zone, and CVH is located in the R-45 zone
consistent with the two latter special exception uses noted.
The expansion of the cemetery is consistent with zoning
designations and adjacent parcels to the north and east.

The MX zone is located to the south of the cemetery.
Permitted uses include single and two-family dwellings and
residential businesses, while special exception uses include
a variety of other residential, light commercial, and light
industrial uses, including private club and service
organizations and religious facilities. The expansion of the
cemetery is consistent with the zoning of adjacent parcels to
the south.
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The proposed action will not change the overall land use of
the area. It will convert a portion of land that is currently
open lawn to uses that are consistent with the existing
cemetery. The proposed expansion is also consistent with
existing zoning of the site and surrounding area.

3.3  Air Quality

The State of Connecticut is designated as meeting
attainment goals for carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide,
lead, sulfur dioxide, and particulate matter (less than 10
micrometers in diameter or PMy). Middletown has
attainment status for PM, 5 as well. Middletown, along with
a significant portion of the state, is designated non-
attainment for 8-hour ozone (80 parts per billion (ppb)
actual as compared to the 75 ppb standard).

The cemetery does not utilize air emitting equipment that
would require an air quality permit. Cremation does not
take place on-site. The existing administrative building is
heated with oil. No air emitting equipment will be placed or
used on site associated with the proposed action.

Primary short-term air quality concerns associated with the
proposed action center on construction related activities
and their potential to generate fugitive dust and mobile
source emissions. Various methods of controlling fugitive
dust include the use of water or wetting agents on exposed
soil and gravel areas, periodic sweeping and daily rinsing of
truck tires, and proper maintenance of portable generators,
on-site  machinery, and vehicles. Best management
practices will be required of contractors relative to fugitive
dust and air emissions. Contractors will be responsible for
maintaining all construction equipment and adherence to
DCS’s contract specifications controlling diesel emissions.

The proposed construction will generate a minor amount of
temporary increased traffic to the site, resulting in an
increase in vehicular emissions. The increased traffic and
associated emissions are expected to have a minimal
temporary impact on air quality.

3.4 Cultural Resources

The State and Federal National Registers of Historic Places
were consulted. Neither the site nor the general area
surrounding it is listed on either registry. The site is not
located within an historic district, nor is it eligible. The
cemetery was brought into service in 1985, less than 30
years ago. The only structure on-site is the administration
building, which was constructed in the early 1980s. No
modifications or renovations are proposed to any historic
structure. The land on which the existing cemetery and
proposed expansion is not associated with tribal lands.

Section 106 review requires Federal agencies to evaluate
the impacts of federally funded or permitted projects on
historic properties. The Veteran’s Administration’s Federal
Preservation Officer (FPO) and the Connecticut State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) were contacted during
the preparation of the subject EA. Copies of related
correspondence are included in Appendix A.

SHPQ’s response indicates the proposed project “..may
have an adverse effect on archaeological resources due to
the moderate to high archaeological sensitivity in the
project area and undisturbed nature of the property.” The
project planning and design will be fully coordinated with
SHPO and the USDVA FPO as appropriate; however, given
the age of the existing administration building and the
nature of the land, no significant impact to cultural
resources is expected.

3.5 Geology and Soils

The geology of the project area is glacial till (Stone, et. al.,
2005). Surficial soils mapping available from the
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental
Protection (DEEP) indicates the presence of Ludlow silt loam
throughout most of the expansion area, a limited area of
Wethersfield loam near the Administration Building, and
extremely stony Ridgebury, Leicester, and Whitman soils
throughout the northern portion of the expansion area. The
latter are poorly drained State of Connecticut wetland soils;
although wetland areas are not associated with the open
lawn areas (see Section 3.9).

The proposed action will locally affect the surficial materials
in the footprint of the proposed access drive and
columbarium and at individual burial sites. Proposed access
drives will be constructed at grade. A small berm is
proposed around the columbarium; however, the amount of
fill is not expected to be significant. No deep excavation is
proposed and bedrock is not anticipated to be encountered.
The project will utilize appropriate soil and erosion controls
during construction. Impacts to geology and soils will be of
a minor and local nature. Stormwater runoff from soils will
be managed. Refer to Section 3.6.

3.6 Hydrology and Water Quality

The site has a mild slope, with local runoff trending
northeast towards Bow Lane. An existing stormwater catch
basin and grassed lined swale runs along the northern
portion of the project site. This storm drainage system is
conveyed to a series of catch basins located within Bow
Lane. A bituminous lined swale is located along the
southeastern portion of the site and conveys stormwater to
a catch basin located adjacent to the existing access drive.
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New driveways will collect stormwater and discharge to the
systems located within the existing access drive and Bow
Lane. Pipe conveyance capacities and best management
practices will be evaluated during the design phase.

3.7 Wildlife and Habitat

The existing environment largely consists of open grassy
areas and is topographically flat. A few isolated trees have
been documented on site, including American sycamore and
Norway maple. The grassy fields are routinely mowed and
wildlife habitat is relatively low in value due to the lack of
diverse vegetative communities. The Connecticut Natural
Diversity Data Base mapping (December 2012) was
consulted. No protected species are mapped (i.e. no NDDB
polygons) in the project area.

Similar habitat conditions are anticipated to exist following
construction of the proposed expansion, which will include
vegetated earthen berms and maintained lawn areas.

3.8 Noise

The project area is a quiet mixed use neighborhood, with
the closest highway (Route 9) located less than a quarter
mile away. None of the existing land uses or activities on or
adjacent to the site produces significant noise.

A minor amount of construction related noise is anticipated
associated with the construction of the access drive,
columbarium, and improvements to the administration
building. These will be localized, temporary, and limited to
daytime hours. Long-term noise levels will be consistent
with existing conditions.

Coastal Zone

3.9 Floodplains, Wetlands, and

Management

The project site is located approximately 0.8 miles from the
Connecticut River and is located outside of any designated
floodplain, floodway, or coastal zone management area.

According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) soil survey resource mapping, the site may contain
poorly drained wetland soils (Ridgebury series) along the
northern portion of the site. A site evaluation by a certified
soil scientist and professional wetland scientist revealed
that there are no poorly drained wetland soils on this site.
The soils encountered consist of Udorthents (fill soils).
These soils can be classified as being moderately well
drained. Seasonal ponding may occur during heavy rains in
certain areas on site due to restrictive soil layers (i.e.
hardpan) observed within the upper 24 inches of the soil
solum along the northern portion of the site.

No active groundwater table was observed within the upper
18 inches of the soil solum on the site. A manmade wet
meadow wetland was observed off site and adjacent to the
southern property line. No impacts to this wetland are
anticipated, since it is located on adjacent properties that
will not be disturbed as part of this project.

In summary, no impacts to floodplain, wetlands, or coastal
zone management areas will occur as a result of this project.

3.10 Socioeconomics

The Veterans’ Cemetery provides a free service to eligible
veterans and their families. There are no fees or charges for
the burial plots, for the opening or closing of a grave, or for
the perpetual care of the headstone and gravesite.
Headstones are uniform (white, upright marble markers)
that are provided by the Federal Government free of charge
and installed by cemetery personnel at no cost.

3.11 Community Services

The Veterans’ Cemetery provides a service to a very specific
community of Armed Forces and their spouses.
Implementation of the proposed action will enable that
service to continue. Due to the nature of the site, it does
not significantly rely upon community services beyond
service connections to public water, sewer, and stormwater
utilities. Middletown police are employed only occasionally
associated with the funeral service of a dignitary.

Based on the nature and magnitude of the proposed action,
no negative impacts to community facilities or services are
anticipated.

3.12 Solid and Hazardous Materials

No solid or hazardous waste materials are used or
generated on-site except for normal office paper waste. No
solid or hazardous materials will be generated associated
with the proposed action. The lawn areas are treated for
grub control and are fertilized by a contract professional
lawn care service. Pesticides are not used.

3.13 Transportation and Parking

An existing network of access driveways allow for vehicular
traffic within the site. The main public entrance is located
off Bow Lane, as is a separate employee entrance. Existing
parking is limited to the edges of the access drive. When
funeral services are being held, parking renders all drives to
one way travel, as there is not sufficient pavement width to
park and accommodate two-way traffic. Formal parking is
proposed for a limited number of vehicles, to be located
near the proposed columbarium.
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Burials are held Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. and Saturday between 9:00 a.m. and noon.
As such, episodic traffic does occur at the site; however,
outside of burial services, traffic to and from the site is
limited. Construction will be coordinated so as to not
interrupt funeral services.

A temporary increase in equipment and large vehicles will
occur during the limited construction phase of this project.
However, this will be temporary and minor.

3.14 Utilities

The administrative building and surrounding site are served
by Middletown public water and sewer. Electricity is
provided by Northeast Utilities (Connecticut Light & Power).
Telephone service is provided by AT&T. No gas or cable is
delivered to the site.

No new utility services will be required as a result of the
proposed action. New storm drainage structures will be
constructed associated with the proposed access roads.
These will be designed consistent with the Connecticut
Council on Soil and Water Conservation 2002 Connecticut
Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control to protect
nearby wetlands and watercourses.

3.15 Environmental Justice

Middletown has not been identified as an environmental
justice community. Neither the existing cemetery nor the
proposed expansion will negatively impact minority or low-
income populations. The project is not likely to significantly
change air, water, land, buildings, or natural resources that
will affect low income or minority groups.

3.16 Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative impacts are those that result from the
incremental impact of a proposed action when added to
other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable future
actions. A minor amount of cumulative traffic will be
generated as a result of burial services and visitors;
additional land will be utilized for burial sites and the
proposed columbarium; and additional impervious surfaces
will be introduced as a result of the proposed access road
and walkways. However, these cumulative effects will be
minor, localized, and consistent with existing site uses.

3.17 Potential for Generating Substantial Controversy
This project is unlikely to generate substantial controversy,

given the scale, scope, and consistency with existing and
adjacent land uses and aesthetics.

4.0 PUBLICINVOLVEMENT

Initial outreach efforts have included informal discussions
with CVH representatives and initial consultation has taken
place with the Connecticut SHPO and the FPO in the USDVA
Office of Construction and Facilities Management. Public
involvement may be sought as the project progresses.

5.0 MITIGATION

Numerous controls are proposed for minimizing short-term
impacts to air quality from fugitive dust and other pollutant
emissions. The following mitigation measures have been
identified for reducing the length of time that soils are
exposed, off-site tracking, and vehicle and equipment
emissions:

1. Construction will be properly phased to minimize the
length of time that soils are exposed before final
materials are placed and landscaping is completed.

2. Exposed earth will be stabilized with grass, pavement, or
other cover as early as possible.

3. Periodic sweeping of the construction site and driveway
will be performed.

4. Truck tires and equipment leaving the construction site
will be periodically cleaned.

5. Portable generators, on-site machinery, and vehicles
will be properly maintained.

6. Adherence to DCS’s contract specifications controlling
diesel emissions will be achieved through the use air
pollution control devices and "clean" fuels, including
ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel (15 ppm sulfur).
Additionally, anti-idling regulations and contract
specifications will be followed.

The project is not expected to result in significant noise
impacts. As such, mitigation measures are not proposed.
While state regulations exempt construction related noise,
with respect to noise generated during construction, noise
abatement measures included in project construction
specifications may include installation and maintenance of
properly functioning muffler devices on construction
equipment and compliance with the State of Connecticut
noise performance standards.
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The following additional measures will be undertaken to
mitigate potential short-term, localized construction-related
impacts:

1. Major excavation is not an element of this project. The
proposed expansion will occur at or very near existing
grades. Disposal any excavated soils will proceed in
accordance with pertinent local, state, and federal
regulations.

2. Potential construction-related water quality and runoff
impacts will be mitigated through the proposed
stormwater management plan and erosion control plan.
Construction-related erosion controls will be designed
and installed in accordance with The Connecticut
Council on Soil and Water Conservation 2002
Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control to protect nearby wetlands and watercourses.

6.0 CONCLUSIONS

8.0 REFERENCES CITED

Based on the foregoing analysis, the proposed action is
unlikely to have a significant impact on the surrounding
environment.
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CTDVA CT Department of Veterans’ Affairs

CVH Connecticut Valley Hospital
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EA
FPO
MMI
NDDB
NEPA
NRCS
ppb
SHPO
USDVA

Environmental Assessment

Federal Preservation Office

Milone & MacBroom, Inc.

Natural Diversity Data Base

National Environmental Policy Act

Natural Resource Conservation Service
parts per billion

State Historic Preservation Office

United States Department of Veterans Affairs

~End~
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Engineering,
Landscape Architecture
and Environmental Science

Q"Q MILONE & MACBROOM®

June 4, 2013

Ms. Kathleen Schamel

Federal Preservation Officer

Office of Construction & Facilities Management
Department of Veteran Affairs

811 Vermont Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20420

RE: Veterans' Cemetery Expansion
Middletown, Connecticut
NEPA Environmental Assessment
Project Number: BI-C-283
MMI #1266-37-1

Dear Ms. Schamel:

Milone & MacBroom, Inc. has been retained by the Connecticut Department of Construction
Services (DCS) to undertake an Environmental Assessment (EA) pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for a proposed expansion of the Veterans' Cemetery at 317
Bow Lane in Middletown, Connecticut. The facility is available to Connecticut veterans who
have served in the Armed Forces and their spouses.

The Middletown cemetery became operational in 1985. The site spans some 24 acres,
approximately 12 of which are developed. The proposed expansion includes construction of a
3,000-niche columbarium, approximately 3,200 feet of access driveway, a limited amount of
parking, and interior improvements to an existing administration building. The expansion will
extend the capacity of the cemetery, which is projected to run out of space within the next five
years. The areas of anticipated disturbance are shown on the attached sketch plan prepared by
BL Companies.

The proposed roadway extension will be internal to the site and generally adjacent to the existing
site access drive network. The roadway will gain access to the new columbarium and obtain the
maximum benefit of the remaining burial sites. These improvements will require site work and
additional stormwater drainage.

At this time, we respectfully request that your office review the potential project for cultural
resource sensitivity. The EA must be completed by June 14, 2013, therefore, DCS respectfully
requests that your review proceed on an expedited time line.

Milone & MacBroom, Inc., 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut 06410 (203) 271-1773 Fax (203) 272-9733
www.miloneandmacbroom.com



Ms. Kathleen Schamel
June 4, 2013
Page 2

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (203) 271-1773 or Jeffrey
Bolton of DCS at (860) 713-5706.

Very truly yours,
MILONE & MACBROOM, INC.
Jeanine Armstrong Gouin, P.E.
Vice President

FAURNS

Enclosure

cc: Jeffrey Bolton, CT DCS

1266-37-1-jn413-ltr.doc
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Engineering,
Landscape Architecture
and Environmental Science

QLQ MILONE & M ACBROOM®

June 3, 2013

Ms. Stacey Vairo

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State Historic Preservation Office

Offices of Culture and Tourism

Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2" Floor

Hartford, CT 06103

RE: Veterans' Cemetery Expansion
Middletown, Connecticut
NEPA Environmental Assessment
Project Number: BI-C-283
MMI #1266-37-1

Dear Ms. Vairo:

Milone & MacBroom, Inc. has been retained by the Connecticut Department of Construction
Services (DCS) to undertake an Environmental Assessment (EA) pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for a proposed expansion of the Veterans' Cemetery at 317
Bow Lane in Middletown, Connecticut. The facility is available to Connecticut veterans who
have served in the Armed Forces and their spouses.

The Middletown cemetery became operational in 1985. The site spans some 24 acres,
approximately 12 of which are developed. The proposed expansion includes construction of a
3,000-niche columbarium, approximately 3,200 feet of access driveway, a limited amount of
parking, and interior improvements to an existing administration building. The expansion will
extend the capacity of the cemetery, which is projected to run out of space within the next five
years. The areas of anticipated disturbance are shown on the attached sketch plan prepared by
BL Companies.

The proposed roadway extension will be internal to the site and generally adjacent to the existing
site access drive network. The roadway will gain access to the new columbarium and obtain the
maximum benefit of the remaining burial sites. These improvements will require site work and
additional stormwater drainage.

At this time, we respectfully request that your office review the potential project for cultural
resource sensitivity. The EA must be completed by June 14, 2013 as a requirement for submittal
of an agency grant application for the proposed facility expansion. As such, DCS requests that
your review proceed on an expedited time line.

Milone & MacBroom, Inc., 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut 06410 (203) 271-1773 Fax (203) 272-9733
www.miloneandmacbroom.com
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Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Jeffrey Bolton of DCS at
(860) 713-5706.

Very truly yours,
MILONE & MACBROOM, INC.

Jeanine Armstrong Gouin, P.E.
Vice President

Enclosure

cc: Jeffrey Bolton, CT DCS

1266-37-1-jn313-ltr.doc
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Department of Economic and £ —
Community Development 0 n n B c I c U.t‘

State Historic Preservation Office still revolutionary

April 3. 2013

Jeanine Armstrong Gouin, P. E.

Vice President, Milone & MacBroom, Inc.
99 Realty Drive

Cheshire, CT 06410

Subject:  Veteran’s Cemetery Expansion
Middletown, CT
NEPA Environmental Assessment
Project Number: BI-C-283
MMI #1266-37-1

Dear Ms. Armstrong Gouin:

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has reviewed the information
submitted for the above-named project pursuant to the provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.

Based on the information provided, the proposed expansion including the
construction of a 3,000-niche columbarium, approximately 3,200 feet of access
driveway, limited parking and interior improvements to an existing administration
building may have an adverse effect on archaeological resources due to the
moderate to high archaeological sensitivity in the project area and undisturbed
nature of the property. As a result, the SHPO recommends that a professional
reconnaissance level archaeological survey be undertaken within the project area.

For further information please contact me at (860) 256-2766 or
stacey.vairo@ct.gov.

Sincerely,

kY. faaay Varro

Stacey Vairo
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

cc: Jeffrey Bolton, CT DCS

State Historic Preservation Office

One Constitution Plaza | Hartford, CT 06103 | P: 860.256.2800 | Cultureandtourism.org
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer An Equal Opportunity Lender
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List of Environmental Permits Required



List of Environmental Permits Required

Federal Permits — Since no wetland impacts are anticipated to occur at this site, a Section 404 permit
will not be required from the Army Corps of Engineers. Similarly, a Section 10 permit will not be
required for work in navigable waterways.

State Permits — A Flood Management Certificate may be required for storm drainage improvements at
the site. Since wetlands will not be impacted, a 401 Water Quality Certificate is not believed to be

required. No other state environmental permits have been identified at this time.

Local Permits — The DVA is a state agency. As such, this project will be exempt from local permitting.
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