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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

December 28, 2005
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.

William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.


Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.


** Commissioner Guynn could not attend today’s meeting.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
Darlene Able



Ed Able

Debra Diehl




Paul Diehl

Mike Ferrucci



Melisa Ibrahimovic

Lorena Lepeley



Mimi Liu




Jonathan Mak 



Michelle Miranda

Jerry Moore




Daniel J. Rowan

Amy M. Shah



Peter Tyczkowski

Anita Verma

Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?
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Lorena Ines Lepeley

From New Jersey

Jonathan M. Mak


From New Jersey

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.

Melisa Ibrahimovic

From Louisiana

Michelle Anne Miranda

From Rhode Island

Daniel J. Rowan


From Rhode Island

Amy Monk Shah


From New York

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE Examination.

Diane Corso Leone

From New York

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity.

Anthony Ajegba and Payal H. Patel did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

Eligibility for Reciprocity
Debbie Diehl appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy regarding her eligibility to reciprocate her Virginia pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy deemed Debbie Diehl eligible to reciprocate her Virginia pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.
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Eligible for Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy? – Review of Past Disciplinary Action

The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Denise Archambault Larson’s eligibility for a temporary permit to practice pharmacy based on past disciplinary action in the State of New York for a prescription error.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy deemed Denise Archambault Larson eligible for a temporary permit to practice pharmacy.

‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individual appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:

Michael Ferrucci

Walgreens Pharmacy

Barbara Calitri did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy since she did not accept the management position with Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center in Cos Cob.

Request to Extend Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy

Diane Corso Leone’s 

· Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy Number = PTP.209
· Current Expiration Date = December 23, 2005
Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to extend Diane Corso Leone’s temporary permit to practice pharmacy, PTP.209, for 90 days from December 28, 2005 to March 29, 2006.

Request for Pharmacy Internship

Ashok Pothula did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.  

Anita Verma appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship and a pharmacist license by examination. 
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Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy granted Anita Verma permission to apply for a pharmacy intern registration and a pharmacist license by examination pending documentation of successful completion of the FPGEE, TSE (minimum score = 55) and TOEFL examinations.  Ms. Verma may take the NAPLEX and MPJE now and the pharmacy practice and pharmacy calculations examinations in June 2006.  Ms. Verma may transfer the 1500 hours of practical experience she obtained as a pharmacy intern in California to the State of Connecticut.
Pharmacy Relocations
Medical Center Pharmacy 
From:





To:

15 Palomba Drive; Suite #1

15 Palomba Drive; Suite #8

Enfield, CT 06082



Enfield, CT 06082

PCY.1177




PCY.1177

Darlene Able, Pharmacy Manager

Pharmacy Manager Darlene Able and Project Manager Ed Able appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent 
Medical Center Pharmacy.  The anticipated relocation date is February 2006.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above pharmacy relocation application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.

Legal Matters
Formal Hearing:  Pharmacy File 05-114/ Docket Number 05-1678
[The Shoe Smith, LLC]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a business that does not possess a pharmacy license. The business exhibited on the outside of the business and included in advertisements the term “pharmacy”.

· The hearing began at 11:35 a.m.

· In Attendance:

Administrative Hearings Attorney Steve Schwane

Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton 
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Commissioner Steve Beaudin

Commissioner Edie Goodmaster

Commissioner Jean Mulvihill

Commissioner and Chairman William Summa

Commissioner Fred Vegliante

Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre
· Administrative Hearings Attorney Schwane presented the following documents into evidence:

Exhibit #1:
Administrative Complaint
Exhibit #2:
Administrative Hearings Attorney Schwane’s November 14, 2005 Letter of Notice to John D. Walker with attached confirmation of receipt

Exhibit #3:
Secretary of State’s business inquiry and business filings regarding The Shoe Smith, LLC

Exhibit #4:
Drug Control Agent Richard A. Brooks’ August 30, 2005 investigative report regarding John Walker/The Shoe Smith

· Drug Control Agent Richard Allen Brooks was sworn in by Chairman Summa and questioned by Attorney Schwane.

· John David Walker was sworn in by Chairman Summa and questioned by Attorney Schwane.  John David Walker is the principal owner of The Shoe Smith, LLC.

· John David Walker was questioned by Commissioner Vegliante, Commissioner Beaudin and Assistant Attorney General Salton.
· Respondent John D. Walker presented the following documents into evidence:

Exhibit #1:
Letter from John D. Walker, Certified Pedorthist, to the Commission of Pharmacy regarding the matter of The Shoe Smith, LLC, Docket Number 05-1678
Exhibit #2:
Letter from RBD Group LLC to Mr. John D. Walker dated December 16, 2005

· The hearing ended at 12:30 p.m.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy went into Executive Session with Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre.  Following Executive Session, Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to have The Shoe Smith, LLC cease use of 
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the word pharmacy in their websites, business cards, store signage, etc.

Pharmacy File 04-93/ Docket Number 05-35

[Karen A. Elliott – PCT.7229]

Commissioner Beaudin “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  The pharmacist has taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-154/ Docket Number 05-1873

[Robert Abraham Crystal – Pending PCT.10261]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy on August 31, 2005 concerning his request for reciprocity.  The pharmacist had formal action taken against his New York pharmacist license.  The Commission voted to permit him to reciprocate with certain conditions.  The proposed agreement, which is based on the Commission’s decision, requires completion of the MPJE examination and subsequently places the license on probation.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 03-112/ Docket Number 05-1757

[Melissa J. Johnson – PCT.8123]

Commissioner Beaudin “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.  This pharmacist has completed the continuing education course concerning prescription errors.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Pharmacy File 05-177/ Docket Number 05-1924

[Richard A. Olson – PCT.4548]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who had an existing agreement with the Commission of Pharmacy.  The pharmacist violated the agreement when he was arrested for the possession of illegal drugs.  The pharmacist voluntarily surrendered his license to practice pharmacy.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the voluntary surrender.

Pharmacy File 05-156/ Docket Number 05-1861

[Lynda J. Francisco – PTN.3843]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy technician who voluntarily surrendered her pharmacy technician registration due to the diversion or abuse of controlled substances.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the voluntary surrender.

Pharmacy Files 04-64, 04-76, 04-88, 04-105, 05-39, 05-58 and 05-75

Attorney Schwane presented these cases involving pharmacists who committed prescription errors.  The pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  Attorney Schwane recommended that the Commission vote to dismiss these cases.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to dismiss these cases.
Regulation Update
· Classes of Pharmacy
· The proposed regulations were sent to the Legislative Regulation Review Committee on December 05, 2005.  They should be on the Regulation Review Committee agenda for the 4th Tuesday of January 2006.
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· Nuclear Pharmacy
· The proposed regulations were sent to the Governor’s office on December 19, 2005.
· Influenza Immunization
· The proposed regulations have been sent to the Governor’s office and Office of Policy and Management (OPM).
Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 22 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the November 30, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
6
prescription error cases

3 
abuse/diversion issues

4 
pharmacy manager issues

3
pharmacy technician issues

6
miscellaneous issues (i.e. outdated drugs, breach of confidentiality, disciplinary action taken by another state, etc.)
Miscellaneous
The Commission of Pharmacy and Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton 
discussed Monica Goldman’s December 02, 2005 e-mail.  Ms. Goldman 
states in her e-mail that the Pharmacy Department at Hartford Hospital is 
attempting to review their activities related to Collaborative Practice to 
make sure they are consistent with the legislative language.  The 
legislation states that “a copy of the protocol shall be filed in the patient’s 
medical record”.  The Pharmacy Department at Hartford Hospital was 
advised by a pharmacist that the availability of the protocol to the 
physician on the hospital intranet system will satisfy this requirement.  
Monica Goldman wants to know if the Commission agrees with this 
interpretation. 

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy cannot interpret the definition of “medical record” since “medical record” is defined by the Department of Public Health.  Monica Goldman needs to contact the Department of Public Health for an answer to her question.
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed the application/protocol submitted by Todd S. Heinsch on behalf of RxNT.  RxNT would like to operate as an electronic data intermediary in the State of Connecticut.
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Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy neither accepted nor denied the application/protocol submitted by Todd S. Heinsch on behalf of RxNT.  The application/protocol is both deficient and unacceptable at this time.

The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Gregg Jones’ (Senior Manager of 

Pharmacy Support Services, The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company LLC) 

letter regarding the status of Stop & Shop’s Central Processing Pilot 

Program.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy respectfully requests that a Stop & Shop representative appear before the Commission of Pharmacy on January 25, 2006 to discuss Stop & Shop’s Central Processing Pilot Program.

Wal-Mart Pharmacy Central Fill Request – Jerry Moore

Jerry Moore appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss Wal-Mart Pharmacy’s Central Fill Process.  Mr. Moore distributed a handout to each Commissioner.  A copy of the handout is on file with the Commission of Pharmacy.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept Wal-Mart Pharmacy’s Central Fill Request contingent on an acceptable “numbering” system at the local pharmacy.

Removal of Unwanted Drugs from Consumers - Northeast Recycling Council (NERC)

NERC Representative Carlos Ortiz (on leave of absence from CVS) and NERC Executive Director Lynn Rubenstein appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss how an unwanted medication collection and destruction project could operate in Connecticut.  NERC Executive Director Rubenstein distributed a handout to each Commissioner.  A copy of the handout is on file with the Commission of Pharmacy.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to be supportive of NERC’s efforts if:
1. the efforts have been deemed in compliance with current Connecticut statutes and regulations.
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2. a representative from the Commission of Pharmacy is involved.
Please Note:  Commissioner Goodmaster was appointed as the Commission’s representative.

3. a Connecticut licensed pharmacist is involved.

CE Requests/Waivers
Theresa Giancarli
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain three (3) live credits (at least one of the total fifteen credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law)
Terri A. Hersey
Waive the requirement for five (5) live credits in the 2005 calendar year – a minimum of one written credit must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law
Dawn Whitford
Waive the requirement for five (5) live credits in the 2005 calendar year – a minimum of one written credit must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law
Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendations.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the minutes from the November 30, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Non-Resident Pharmacy Lists
Duane Reade




New York, NY 10003

FCS Pharmacy LLC



Boca Raton, FL 33487

Hospice Pharmacia



Sharon Hill, PA 19079
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.

Air Products Healthcare Pharmacy

Blue Bell, PA 19422

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

Apthorp Pharmacy



New York, NY 10024

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License, Most Recent Inspection Report and Toll-Free Telephone Number

Olshins Pharmacy Inc.



Newark, New Jersey 07105

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve 
the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications pending receipt of the required documentation.
There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman
Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre, Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
