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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

November 30, 2005
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.

William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.

Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
John Agyemang



Jyl Atighechi

Anthony Bartholomeo


Mike Bonanno

Chei Brisbois




Palak Chokshi

Frank Diaferio, Jr.



Kari L. Egan

Melissa Evanosky



Khalilah Fullard

Marghie Giuliano



Rosalba Gugliotti

Thomas Idiculla



Jay W. Jackson

Joseph Livolsi



Steve Lombardi

Frank Lupo




Jonathan Medina

Jacqueline M. Murphy


Tony Rodriguez

Mike Semanie



John Sisto

Leyla Kalendon-Sokmen


Pete Tyczkowski

Joshua Tyler




Effie Vasiliadis

Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
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3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?
Donald Patrick Cantwell, Jr.
From Massachusetts

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity.

Christopher Daniel Hausser
From New Jersey

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE Examination.

Mary Ellen Glickson, Lorena Ines Lepeley, Jonathan M. Mak and Payal H. Patel did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

Eligibility for Reciprocity
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Debbie Diehl’s e-mail regarding her eligibility to reciprocate her Virginia pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.  

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy will need to meet with Debbie Diehl to make arrangements for her to obtain the practical experience necessary for pharmacist licensure in Connecticut.  

Request to Extend Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy

Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to grant Mary Ellen Glickson a three-month extension of her temporary permit to practice pharmacy, PTP.202.  Her temporary permit to practice pharmacy will be effective from November 30, 2005 through February 28, 2006.
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Request for Pharmacy Internship

Neven Henen appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship.  

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy granted Neven Henen permission to apply for a pharmacy internship pending documentation of successful completion of the FPGEE, TSE (minimum score = 50) and TOEFL examinations.  The Commission 

stressed the requirement and importance of obtaining a minimum TSE score of 55 for pharmacist licensure in the State of Connecticut.

Thomas Idiculla appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship. 

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy granted Thomas Idiculla permission to apply for a pharmacy internship pending documentation of successful completion of the FPGEE, TSE (minimum score = 50) and TOEFL examinations.  The Commission 

stressed the requirement and importance of obtaining a minimum TSE score of 55 for pharmacist licensure in the State of Connecticut.  In addition, the Commission informed Mr. Idiculla that he cannot apply the hours of practical experience acquired as a pharmacy intern in Massachusetts towards the required 1,500 hours of practical experience required for pharmacist licensure in Connecticut.
Ashok Pothula did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship. 

‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individuals appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:

John K. Agyemang

Walgreens Pharmacy – North Haven, CT

Jyl Atighechi


Wal-Mart Pharmacy – Cromwell, CT

Palack Chokshi


Walgreens Pharmacy

Melissa Evanosky


Stop & Shop Pharmacy

Khalila Fullard


Walgreens Pharmacy – Bridgeport, CT

Rosa Gugliotti


CVS/Pharmacy – Waterbury, CT
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Frank Lupo



CVS/Pharmacy – Litchfield, CT
Jonathan Medina


Osco Pharmacy – Darien, CT

Tony Rodriguez


Big Y Pharmacy – Manchester, CT

Leyla K. Sokmen


Vital Care of Connecticut – Norwalk, CT

Josh Tyler



Walgreens Pharmacy – Darien, CT

Effie Vasiliadis


CVS/Pharmacy – Norwalk, CT

Michael Ferrucci did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy as a first time pharmacy manager.
Pharmacy Discussion

Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #78

Colleen Higgins

340 Dixwell Avenue




Pharmacy Manager

New Haven, CT 06511




PCT.8884

PCY.1718

Familymeds, Inc. Pharmacy Operations Manager Art Abrahams and Bishop Theodore L. Brooks, Sr. (T.L. Brooks Ministries) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #78.

Commission Action:  The Commission will allow Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #78 to operate “as is” until July 2006 with the provision that Familymeds, Inc. communicate any and all changes and progress to the Commission on a regular basis.

New Pharmacy Applications

Vital Care of Connecticut, Inc.

Leyla K. Sokmen

73-75 Main Street



Pharmacy Manager

Norwalk, CT 06851



PCT.7529

PCY.2019

Pharmacy Manager Leyla K. Sokmen appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Vital Care of Connecticut, Inc.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the 
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above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by
the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  This pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.
Pharmacy Relocations
Medical Center Pharmacy did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.
Oxford Pharmacy

From:





To:

260 Oxford Road



100 Oxford Road

Oxford, CT 06483



Oxford, CT 06483

PCY.392




PCY.392



Frank N. Diaferio, Jr, Pharmacy Manager

Pharmacy Manager Frank N. Diaferio, Jr., appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Oxford Pharmacy.  The anticipated relocation date is Spring 2006.

Commission Action:  The Commission tabled their decision regarding Oxford Pharmacy’s relocation application since Oxford Pharmacy’s drawings were incomplete.  Oxford Pharmacy will reappear before the Commission of Pharmacy at a future date.

RxCare Pharmacies Inc.


From:





To:

207 Christian Street


1 Jacks Hill Road

Oxford, CT 06478



Oxford, CT 06478

PCY.1847




PCY.1847



Jacqueline Murphy, Pharmacy Manager

Pharmacy Manager appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent RxCare Pharmacies, Inc. 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above pharmacy relocation application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The 
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Commission of Pharmacy licensed the entire premise as a pharmacy.
Pharmacy Remodels

Stop & Shop Pharmacy #641*


Stephen Lombardi

220 Route 12




Pharmacy Manager

Groton, CT 06340




PCT.5312

PCY.1297

*
The store number will change from #641 to #682 upon completion of the pharmacy remodel.

Pharmacy Manager Stephen Lombardi and Pharmacy Supervisor Mark Cooney appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Stop & Shop Pharmacy #682.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-1) to accept the above pharmacy remodel provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  Commissioner Goodmaster opposed the vote.
Legal Matters
Attorney Jay W. Jackson and Medco’s John Sisto appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss Medco’s Central Fill Request and answer questions.  
· John Sisto summarized the Medco’s Central Fill Request Process:

1. Patient brings prescription into the pharmacy

2. Pharmacy enters prescription into the computer

3. Pharmacy files claim

· Message comes back that participant is eligible for Advantage program

· If participant chooses to participate in Advantage program:

· If prescription is for a 90-day supply then that will be transmitted to Medco for refill

· If prescription is for a 30-day supply then pharmacy calls the practitioner for a 90-day supply then transmits to Medco for refill
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· Allergy information, medical conditions and all other pertinent information is transmitted to Medco with the refill

4. Medco receives refill request

· If refill eligible for payment, Medco runs DUR again, fills prescription and returns to pharmacy

· If during a DUR a “flag” rises then Medco will call practitioner and enter the changes

· Daily  message returned to pharmacy by Medco listing all requests sent to Medco with expected fill and delivery dates 

· When prescription refilled, 

· Medco communicates with the patient via e-mail, phone, … that prescription is being sent to the pharmacy and anticipated pick-up date

· Medco notifies the pharmacy

5. Pharmacy receives refill

· Pharmacy “wands” prescription when received

· Pharmacy “wands” prescription when picked up by patient closing final record that prescription delivered to patient

· Each “wanding” identifies the pharmacist and if applicable, the pharmacy technician, involved

· Packet sent to pharmacy with each refill

· Pharmacist sheet lists patient history, DUR alerts received and how resolved, if any

· Patient information sheets

6. Most prescriptions filled at the automated pharmacies located in Willingboro, New Jersey and Las Vegas, Nevada

· A few prescriptions are filled in Columbus, Ohio when an item is not suitable for automation

· Process does not include controlled substances and compounds

· Process includes maintenance legend drugs only and not all maintenance legend drugs are included

7. Connecticut pharmacy is custodian of the prescription

8. Medco’s unique number is used as the prescription refill number since Connecticut pharmacies may have duplicate numbers
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· Connecticut pharmacies must be able to recognize and cross-reference both numbers

· Internet protocols used to communicate back and forth between Medco and pharmacy – systems synchronize

9. Medco follows NABP guidelines – a Quality Assurance Committee consisting of two parties (Medco and pharmacy) meets every four months

10. Medco is  not an open network to every pharmacy

· Open network technically?  Yes

· Open network business wise? No

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy informed Attorney Jackson and John Sisto that this issue needs to be further explored and discussed with John Gadea, Director, Drug Control Division and Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton

The Commissioners continued their October 26, 2005 discussion regarding reciprocity with California and/or Florida.  Michelle Sylvestre contacted the California and Florida State Boards of Pharmacy to inquire:

1. Can a Connecticut pharmacist licensed by examination before 2004 apply for a waiver of that reciprocity requirement when applying to California for pharmacist licensure by reciprocity?

2. Can a Connecticut pharmacist licensed by examination over 12 years ago apply for a waiver of that reciprocity requirement when applying to Florida for pharmacist licensure by reciprocity?
The response from both California and Florida was ‘no’.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy will not reciprocate with California and/or Florida until California and/or Florida grants similar reciprocal privileges to pharmacists licensed in Connecticut.
Formal Hearing: Pharmacy File 05-95/ Docket Number 05-1339

[Sean E. Webber – PTN.449]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy technician who filed a renewal application for his pharmacy technician registration for the April 01, 2005 renewal period with a personal check in the amount 
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of $25.00.  The personal check was returned to the Department of Consumer Protection for “insufficient funds”.  

· The formal hearing was opened at 1:12 p.m.  

· The respondent was not present.

· Attorney Schwane submitted the following documents into evidence:

1. Administrative Complaint

2. October 22, 2005 letter from Attorney Schwane to Respondent Webber that was sent by certified mail with return receipt attached 

3. Respondent Webber’s Credential View Screen

· Page 1:  Credential Information

· Page 2:  Fee Information

4. Affidavit from Dorna Hebert 

· Ms. Hebert is employed by the Department of  Consumer Protection’s License Services Division

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to revoke Sean E. Webber’s pharmacy technician registration.
Pharmacy File 05-96/ Docket Number 05-1363

[Sara Berry – PTN.6766]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy technician who filed a renewal application for her pharmacy technician registration for the April 01, 2005 renewal period with a personal check in the amount of $25.00.  The personal check was returned to the Department of Consumer Protection for “insufficient funds”.  Attorney Schwane informed the Commissioners that the formal hearing scheduled for today was not going forward since the pharmacy technician recently “made good” on all fees. 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to dismiss this case.

Pharmacy Files 04-90, 05-44, 05-59 and 05-102
Attorney Schwane presented these cases involving pharmacists who committed prescription errors.  The pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription 
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errors.  Attorney Schwane recommended that the Commission vote to dismiss these cases.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to dismiss these cases.

Pharmacy File 03-87/ Docket Number 05-1769

[Carl M. Mancini – PCT.9171]

Commissioner Vegliante “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist whose license was suspended by agreement on November 02, 2004.  The Department is satisfied that this pharmacist has taken the necessary steps to regain his license.  The proposed agreement is typical for this kind of situation.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-115/ Docket Number 05-1358

[Joseph E. Marcotte – PCT.7598]

Commissioner Guynn “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  The pharmacist has taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 04-57/ Docket Number 05-661

[William Michael Lanese – PCT.9108]

Commissioner Beaudin “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors 
within a three-year period.  The pharmacist has taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-130/ Docket Number 05-1682

[James A. Beaudoin – PCT.5447]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist with an existing agreement that placed him on probation.  After receiving information that the pharmacist had a positive drug screen, the Department met with him.  The pharmacist voluntarily agreed to surrender his license indefinitely.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-145/ Docket Number 05-1685

[Paul A. Leone - PCT.3475] 
Attorney Schwane presented this agreement involving an indefinite suspension of a pharmacist license.  The Drug Control Division has been investigating possible diversion by this person.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-132/ Docket Number 05-1347

[Cheryl A. Martin – PTN.5453]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy technician who was investigated for probable diversion.  The pharmacy technician voluntarily surrendered the pharmacy technician registration.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned voluntary surrender.

Pharmacy File 05-136/ Docket Number 05-1738

[Jerome Gilson – PCT.3686]

Commissioner Guynn “stepped down”.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within 
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a three-year period.  The pharmacist has taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Regulation Update
· Electronic Data Intermediaries

· The regulations have been published in the Connecticut Law Journal.

· Nuclear Pharmacy
· The proposed regulations are ready to be sent to the Governor’s office.

· Specialty Pharmacy 

· The proposed regulations will hopefully be sent to the Regulation Review Committee by Tuesday, December 06, 2006.

· Influenza Immunization

· The proposed regulations are still at the Governor’s office.

Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 14 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the October 26, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
8
prescription error cases

2 
abuse/diversion issues

4
miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Stop & Shop Pharmacy Pilot Program Follow-Up Letter from Gregg Jones, Senior Manager of Pharmacy Support Services, The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company LLC
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy tabled this discussion until their December 28, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Konstantinos Melanidis’ request.  Mr. Melandis would like the Commission to write a letter indicating:
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1. he was the only pharmacist out of four who voluntarily surrendered his pharmacist license on January 30, 2001 during a Drug Control Division investigation.

2. they would not oppose a reduction in his mandatory exclusion time for participation in Medicare, Medicaid and all Federal Health care programs from eight years to five years.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (6-0) to have Michelle Sylvestre write and sign a letter on the Commission’s behalf for Konstantinos Melandis.  
The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Brian McBride’s e-mail response to their October 26, 2005 decision regarding his continuing education request.  Commissioner Guynn explained to his fellow Commissioners the process for accrediting Grand Rounds.
Request for CE Waivers/Requests
Andrew H. Ly
Accept the eight (8) hours of live continuing education credits for his optometry license
Lorraine Sbabo
Exempt from 2005 continuing education requirement
Suzanne Tschida
1x Extension through 12/31/2006 to obtain five live credits – a minimum of two live credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law
Victoria Wellner
1x Extension through 12/31/2006 to obtain the continuing education credits she was unable to obtain while in Nepal
Commission Action: Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendations.
Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy Pending an Affirmative Inspection by the Drug Control Division

Brooks Pharmacy #5116, 10 School Street, East Hartford, CT 06108

Brooks Pharmacy #182, 869 Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06430
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned applications to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the minutes from the October 26, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Non-Resident Pharmacy Lists
Accumed Rx Inc.




Tampa, FL 33614

Diplomat Specialty Pharmacy


Cleveland, OH 44128

Matthews Veterinary Pharmacy

Massillon, OH 44646

MyVETDirect.com




Richmond, VA 23237

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.

PharMerica





Harrisburg, PA 17112

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License, Most Recent Inspection Report and Toll-Free Telephone Number

Postal Prescription Services


Portland, OR 97202

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License
Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve 
the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications pending receipt of the required documentation.
New Business
Commissioner Vegliante discussed implementing some kind of emergent communication vehicle in case a meeting should need to be cancelled at the last minute due to weather, etc.  This emergent communication vehicle could be voicemail, e-mail, phone tree, etc.
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There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman
Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre, Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
