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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

March 29, 2006
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.


William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.


Commissioner Vegliante was not in attendance.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
Abishag Anaafi



Eric A. Arlia

Tom Buckley



Thomas M. Deeds

Cynthia Enright



Michael Francis
Jane Girgasky



Marghie Giuliani



Nandan Kumar



John S. Morassi



Bisni Narayanan



Komal Paryani




Way Qiu




Carrie Rand-Anastasiades


Rick Sage




Ken Schafermeyer




John Schneider 



John Sisto

Allan Smith




Paul Tanski





Nunnat Tolostein
Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
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4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?
Eric Anthony Arlia



From Rhode Island
Krista Marie Dale



From Maryland

Thomas Matthew Deeds


From Ohio

Shirin Malekzadeh Khadivi

From Maine

Bisni Narayanan



From New Jersey

Peter Labreck Steere


From Maine

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.

Michael David Francis


From Pennsylvania

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE Examination.

License Reinstatement

Murray Irving Goldstein appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy.  Mr. Goldstein:

1. discussed both his past and present personal/professional experiences.
2. asked how to reinstate his Connecticut pharmacist license that has been lapsed for over twenty (20) years. 

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy informed Murray 

Irving Goldstein that he had to:

1. successfully complete the MPJE examination.
2. complete two (2) years of continuing education credits.

3. submit a $100.00 application fee.

In addition, Mr. Goldstein was referred to the Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) and the University of Connecticut School of Pharmacy for further information.
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Request for Pharmacy Internship

Komal R. Paryani appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship. 
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy granted Komal R. Paryani permission to apply for a pharmacy intern registration.  The Commission informed Ms. Paryani that she will need a minimum TSE score of 55 to be eligible for pharmacist licensure in the State of Connecticut.  

‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individual appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:
Abishag Anaafi


Target Pharmacy

Lisa A. Lane



Target Pharmacy – Stamford, CT

Ching Leung


CVS/Pharmacy – Cheshire, CT

John Morassi


CVS/Pharmacy – Enfield, CT

Way Qiu



CVS/Pharmacy – Niantic, CT

Tiron Thurman


CVS/Pharmacy – Hartford, CT 

Kathleen Turner


Walgreens Pharmacy – Monroe, CT

Application as an Electronic Data Intermediary

Allan Smith** and Rick Sage** appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss eRx Network (eRx).  

· eRx’s customer is the retail pharmacy.  

· eRx is not partnered with the retail pharmacy.
· eRx is not a physician gateway.

· SureScripts is both a physician and pharmacy gateway.

· eRx is open to any pharmacy that has the appropriate software and technology.

· eRx is not in partnership with any PBMs.

**:
Allan Smith:

eRx Network Product Manager

Rick Sage:
eRx Network Vice President, Business Management/ HIPAA Privacy & Security Officer
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve eRx Network’s application as an electronic data intermediary pending the following two changes:
1. the protocol was unclear about eRx ownership.  

Please add the eRx corporate management team.
2. the protocol was unclear about HIPAA compliance.

Please add that Rick Sage is the HIPAA Privacy and Security Officer and eRx is HIPAA compliant.
The Commission of Pharmacy needs to discuss with “legal” the use of ‘Rx’ in eRx Network’s name.  The use of ‘Rx’ violates Section 20-609(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes.
Section 20-609.  Pharmacy license to be posted.  Business which is not a pharmacy prohibited from using words, displays or symbols indicating it is a pharmacy.  
(a)  A pharmacy license shall be conspicuously displayed within the pharmacy.

(b)  Any person owning, managing or conducting any store, shop or place of business not being a pharmacy who exhibits within or upon the outside of such store, shop or place of business, or who includes in any advertisement the words “drug store”, “pharmacy”, “apothecary”, “drug”, “drugs”, “medicine shop”, or any combination of such terms or any other words, displays or symbols indicating that such store, shop or place of business is a pharmacy shall be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or both.

Miscellaneous

Pharmacy Technician Certification Examinations

· Institute for the Advancement of Community Pharmacy (IACP) 
· Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB)
· Ken Schafermeyer appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent the Institute for Certification of Pharmacy Technicians and their pharmacy technician certification examination.
· Mr. Schafermeyer:

· explained why the typographical errors existed on the practice test taken by Commission Guynn and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre on February 10, 2006.
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· discussed and compared the pass rates with his examination versus the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board’s (PTCB) examination.

· presented rebuttal comments in response to the letter submitted by the American Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists (ASHP) supporting the PTCB examination.

· Melissa Murer Corrigan appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB).  Ms. Corrigan is both a pharmacist and the PTCB Executive Director CEO.  PTCB is located in Washington DC.

· Marghie Giuliano from the Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to speak on behalf of PTCB.  

- CPA does have financial interest in PTCB.

· Carrie Rand-Anastasiades from the Connecticut Association of Community Pharmacy (CACP) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to speak on behalf of ExCPT.  CACP would like another option to fill the voids that exist with PTCB.

- CACP does not have financial stake in either PTCB or ExCPT.

- CACP’s sister group, the National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS), does have financial stake in ExCPT.

· Cynthia Enright appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to speak on the topic of pharmacy technician certification examinations.  Ms. Enright is a Connecticut licensed pharmacist and Program Director for Briarwood College’s pharmacy technician program.
- Cynthia Enright does not have financial stake in either PTCB or ExCPT.

- Briarwood College does not have financial stake in either PTCB or ExCPT.

· Stanley Petteway appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to speak on the topic of pharmacy technician certification examinations.  Mr. Petteway is a student at Briarwood College’s pharmacy technician program.

- Stanley Petteway does not have financial stake in either PTCB or ExCPT.

· Tom Buckley appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to speak on the topic of pharmacy technician certification examinations.  Mr. Buckley is the legislative chair for the Connecticut Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP).  Mr. Buckley is not against a second examination.  However, he does 
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not want a “second class” of pharmacy technician or a multiple competency issue.
- CSHP does not have financial interest in either PTCB or ExCPT.   
- CSHP does have an agreement with CPA to promote PTCB.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy asked IACP and PTCB to submit their Request for Proposal (RFP) by May 20, 2006 for review and consideration at the May 31, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy Meeting.
New Pharmacy Applications

Big Y Pharmacy #73


John Schneider

135 West Road



Pharmacy Manager

Ellington, CT 06029



PCT.7560

PCY.2041

Pharmacy Manager John Schneider and Pharmacy Supervisor Michael Semanie appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Big Y Pharmacy #73.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.  

Shop Rite Pharmacy


Paul M. Willis

Of Commerce Park


Pharmacy Manager

1990 West Main Street


PCT.3740

Stamford, CT 06902

PCY.2047

Pharmacy Manager Paul M. Willis and Pharmacy Supervisor Mark Nagel appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Shop Rite Pharmacy.  
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.  

Stop & Shop Pharmacy #696

Vincent Evangelista

410 Elm Street



Pharmacy Manager

West Haven, CT 06516


PCT.8658

PCY.2048
Pharmacy Manager Vincent Evangelista and Pharmacy Supervisor Jerry Krygier appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Stop & Shop Pharmacy #696.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (4-1) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.  Commissioner Goodmaster was in opposition.
Pharmacy Remodels

Brookfield Pharmacy


Paul A. Tanski

60 Old New Milford Road

Pharmacy Manager

Brookfield, CT 06804


PCT.5676

PCY.1469

Pharmacy Manager Paul A. Tanski appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Brookfield Pharmacy.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above pharmacy remodel provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met. 
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Woodbury Drug



Jane E. Girgasky

238 Main Street South


Pharmacy Manager

Woodbury, CT 06798


PCT.8968

PCY.1712

Pharmacy Manager Jane E. Girgasky appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Woodbury Drug.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above pharmacy remodel provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.
Legal Matters
Attorney Jay Jackson and Medco’s Director of Regulatory Affairs John Sisto appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to challenge the Commission’s authority to require that exclusivity does not exist.
· Attorney Steven Schwane informed the Commissioners that he spoke with Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Henry Salton regarding this matter.  AAG Salton asked the Commissioners to articulate where this stipulation came from and why.

· The Commission of Pharmacy wants every pharmacy to be afforded the same abilities.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to refer this matter to Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton.
Pharmacy File 05-34/Docket Number 05-604
[Beverly L. Dillon – PCT.6649]

Commissioner Beaudin ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Steve Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who refilled her own prescription for Tylenol with Codeine when no refills existed or when the original prescription date was more than six months old.  The agreement calls for a two week stayed suspension, a one year probation and restrictions on her dispensing her own prescriptions.

PAGE 2600
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (4-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-159

[Choi M. Phung – PCT.9723]

Attorney Steve Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-233
[Emily K. Dimmock – PCT.8979]

Commissioner Goodmaster ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Steve Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who is being investigated for her involvement in a fraudulent scheme at her pharmacy.  This matter concerns monetary fraud, not drugs.  The pharmacist has agreed to voluntarily surrender her pharmacist license.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (3-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.  Commissioner Mulvihill abstained from the vote.
Docket Number 06-166

[A & P Super Foodmart Pharmacy #74, 1 Padanaram Road, Danbury, CT 06812 – PCY.1665]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy that permitted a pharmacist with a surrendered Connecticut license to practice pharmacy.  This pharmacist was licensed in New York and Connecticut.  He was working for a chain pharmacy in New York (with an active New York license) and was a floater pharmacist in the Connecticut pharmacy.  The department is recommending a $1,000.00 fine.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Docket Number 06-160

[Daniela Markelon – PCT.8856]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  This agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy Files 04-70 and 2006-22
Attorney Schwane presented these cases involving pharmacists who committed prescription errors.  The pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  Attorney Schwane recommended that the Commission vote to dismiss these cases.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to dismiss these cases.
Attorney Schwane discussed the proposed regulations regarding the flu vaccine.
· A public hearing was held on March 21, 2006.  Attorney Schwane and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre were the only two individuals in attendance.

· The National Association of Chain Drug Store’s (NACDS) Diane Darvey submitted a letter asking if “protocol with pharmacist” be changed to “protocol with pharmacist and pharmacy”.
· The Commission of Pharmacy asked Attorney Schwane to add language similar to ‘recordkeeping shall include the name of the pharmacist administering the flu vaccine’.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy will accept the proposed regulations regarding the flu vaccine as submitted today if ‘recordkeeping shall include the name of the pharmacist administering the flu vaccine’ is added.
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Attorney Schwane discussed the proposed regulations regarding foreign pharmacy graduates.
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy will accept the proposed regulations regarding foreign pharmacy graduates as submitted today.
Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 14 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the February 22, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
10
prescription error cases (one case involves technician issues) 
2 
abuse/diversion issues

1
theft from pharmacy by pharmacist

1
legend drug taken without a prescription
Application for Two-Year Pilot Program - Collaborative Drug Therapy Management in a Community Pharmacy

Milissa A. Rock

Donald K. Zettervall

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to authorize the following individuals to comprise a panel to review all applications for the collaborative drug therapy management in a community pharmacy two-year pilot program and interview each applicant at the Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) in Rocky Hill:


Commissioner Steve Beaudin

Thomas Buckley



Marghie Giuliano



Commissioner Robert Guynn



Commissioner Jean Mulvihill

The panel will provide feedback to the Commission of Pharmacy at their next monthly meeting.
Request to Extend Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy
Kathryn E. Wheeler
PTP.216

Expired:  March 27, 2006
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to extend Kathryn E. Wheeler’s temporary permit to practice pharmacy, PTP.216, from March 29, 2006 through April 26, 2006.
Request for CE Program Approval
Medication Error in the Community Practice

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to deny approval of the above-mentioned continuing education program because Long Island University’s Arnold and Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy is an American Council on Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE) provider.  Consequently, Long Island University’s Arnold and Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy must obtain continuing education program approval through ACPE. 

Practical Applications in Nutrition Support

Approval Number:

2006-03

Date of Program:

May 16, 2006

Credit(s):


5.0 Live



Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned continuing education program.  

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the minutes from the February 22, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Non-Resident Pharmacy Applications

Budget Pharmacy & Wellness Center

Feasterville, PA 19053

CoramRx, LLC




Malvern, PA 19355

Home HealthCare Resources, Inc.

Bensalem, PA 19020

Humana Pharmacy, Inc.



Phoenix, AZ 85043

Prescription Dispensing Laboratories

San Antonio, TX 78258

U & I Inc., USA




Vernon, NY 13476
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Workscript Mail Order Pharmacy LLC

Lake Forest, CA 92630

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.

DaVita Rx, LLC




Orlando, FL 32819

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

PIN Rx






Indian Island, ME 04468
Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

Signature Pharmacy



Orlando, FL 32806



Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications pending receipt of the required documentation.

New Business

Commissioner Robert Guynn and Drug Control Division Director John Gadea discussed the Strategic National Stockpile Exercise scheduled for April 19, 2006.
· Pharmacy Commissioners and Drug Control Agents will function as evaluators.

· There will be eleven (11) facilities participating in the exercise.

· Seven (7) community PODS

· Smith Middle School, Manchester

· New Britain High School, New Britain

· Plainfield High School, Northeast DDH

· Bedford Middle School, Westport/Weston

· Pomperaug High School, Pomperaug

· Platt Technical School, Milford

· Fitch High School, Ledge Light

· Four (4) hospital PODS

· Norwalk Hospital

· Manchester Memorial

· Hartford Hospital

· Yale-New Haven Hospital

· The following assignments were made:

· Bob Guynn

· Pomperaug High School, Pomperaug
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· Michelle Sylvestre


· Fitch Middle School, Ledge Light
· Plainfield High School, Northeast DDH

· Steve Beaudin

· Smith Middle School, Manchester

· Manchester Memorial Hospital

· Edie Goodmaster

· Platt Technical School, Milford

· Jean Mulvihill

· Yale-New Haven Hospital

· John Gadea

· New Britain High School, New Britain

· Hartford Hospital

· Pallavi Kansal

· Bedford Middle School, Westport/Weston

· Norwalk Hospital

· Each individual needs to:

· contact their respective POD Controller for the specifics of his or her location(s).

· inform their respective POD Controller that they will function as an evaluator.  
· copy all e-mail correspondences to Lead Evaluator Richard Melchreit at the Department of Public Health.

There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman
Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre, Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
