
  
 

ISSUANCE OF TYPE APPROVAL FOR WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DEVICES 
 
Current with material published in Conn.L.J. through 5/13/08                      
 
Sec. 43-3-1. Definitions 
 
(a) Accurate -- A piece of equipment is "accurate" when its performance or value, that is, its 
indications, its deliveries, its recorded representations, or its capacity or actual value, as 
determined by tests made with suitable standards conforms to the standard within applicable 
tolerances and other performance requirements of the State of Connecticut. 
 
(b) Correct -- A piece of equipment is "correct" when, in addition to being "accurate," it meets all 
applicable statutory, regulatory, and technical requirements of the State of Connecticut, including 
those set forth in National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbook 44, as amended from 
time to time. 
 
(c) Novel -- A piece of equipment is "novel" when its pattern or design is not substantially 
identical to that of a device previously given type approval by the Commissioner. 
 
(d) Test -- A "test" shall be an examination according to procedures and standards established by 
or modeled after those in the National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbooks 44 and 
112, as from time to time amended, of the United States Department of Commerce. 
 
(e) Type approval -- The term "type approval" means an approval granted to a device 
manufacturer or distributor by the Commissioner covering a specific type of weighing or 
measuring equipment, which, for purposes of identification, is assigned a designation that 
positively identifies the model, pattern, or design of the device. 
 
(f) National type evaluation program. The term "National Type Evaluation Program" shall be 
construed to mean a program of cooperation between the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, the National Conference on Weights and Measures, the States, and the private 
sector for determining, on a uniform basis, conformance of a type with the relevant provisions of 
National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbook 44, "Specifications, Tolerances, and 
Other Technical Requirements for Weighing and Measuring Devices," National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Handbook 105-1, "Specifications and Tolerances for Reference 
Standards and Field Standard Weights and Measures, Specifications and Tolerances for Field 
Standard Weights (NIST Class F)," National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbook 
105-2, "Specifications and Tolerances for Reference Standards and Field Standard Weights and 
Measures, Specifications and Tolerances for Field Standard Measuring Flask," or National 
Institute of Standards and Technology Handbook 105-3, "Specifications and Tolerances for 
Reference Standards and Field Standard Weights and Measures, Specifications and Tolerances 
for Graduated Neck Type Volumetric Field Standards." 
 



  
 

(g) Type evaluation. The term "type evaluation" shall be construed to mean the testing, 
examination, and/or evaluation of a type by a Participating Laboratory under the National Type 
Evaluation Program. 
 
(h) Type. The term "type" shall be construed to mean a model or models of a particular 
measurement system, instrument, element, or a field standard that positively identifies the 
design. A specific type may vary in its measurement ranges, size, performance, and operating 
characteristics as specified in the Certificate of Conformance. 
 
(i) Participating laboratory. The term "Participating Laboratory" shall be construed to mean any 
State Measurement Laboratory that has been certified by the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, in accordance with its program for the Certification of Capability of State 
Measurement Laboratories, to conduct a type evaluation under the National Type Evaluation 
Program. 
 
(j) Certificate of conformance. The term "Certificate of Conformance" shall be construed to 
mean a document issued by the National Institute of Standards and Technology based on testing 
in participating laboratories, said document constituting evidence of conformance of a type with 
the requirements of National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbooks 44, 105-1, 105-2, 
105- 3. 
 
(Effective July 25, 1984; Amended December 21, 1992.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-2. Type approval requirement 
 
No novel weighing or measuring device shall be sold, offered for sale or used in the state unless 
that device is given type approval by the Commissioner. Said type approval shall be granted by 
the Commissioner upon his determination that the design or pattern of the device is such that it 
will perform accurately and correctly as defined in Sec. 43-3-1. 
 
(Effective July 5, 1979.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-3. Exceptions to type approval requirement 
 
Type approval shall not be required when: 
 
(a) In the case of an individual device, the Commissioner permits the sealing of the device for 
testing purposes, or to prevent economic hardship; 
 
(b) The Commissioner deems the device or piece of equipment to be of such simple design and 
predictable response that considerations beyond the accuracy and correctness of individual 
devices are unnecessary; or 
 



  
 

(c) The device has received a certificate of conformance in accordance with the national type 
evaluation program. 
 
(Effective July 25, 1984.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-4. Requirement of testing and finding of accuracy and correctness 
 
No municipal sealer of weights and measures or state inspector of weights and measures shall 
seal any weight, measure, or weighing or measuring device, pursuant to Connecticut General 
Statutes, Section 43-1, unless it has been tested and found accurate and correct. 
 
(Effective July 5, 1979.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-5. Adoption of standards for Connecticut 
 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology Handbooks 112 and 44, as from time to time 
amended, of the United States Department of Commerce, are adopted, and herein incorporated 
by reference, as setting forth standards for this state. 
 
(Effective July 5, 1979; Amended December 21, 1992.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-6. Opportunity for hearing 
 
Before denying, suspending, or revoking type approval of a device, the Commissioner, upon 
request, shall afford an opportunity for hearing in accordance with the Chapter 54 of the General 
Statutes. 
 
(Effective July 5, 1979.) 
 
Sec. 43-3-7. Fees for calibration services 
 
(a) The fees for calibration services performed in the laboratory by Department of Consumer 
Protection employees and the fees for testing laboratory balances are set forth in the following 
schedule. No fees shall be charged for any calibration services provided pursuant to Connecticut 
General Statutes, Section 43-50. 
 
(b) The fees for tolerance testing for weights opened, clean and ready for testing shall be: 
 

(1) Weights over 50 pounds (25 kg) and up to 1,000 pounds (500 kg), $25.00 each; 
 

(2) Weights over 2 pounds (1 kg) and up to and including 50 pounds (25 kg), $13.00 each; 
 

(3) Weights 2 pounds and under (less than 1 kg and under), $7.00 each; 



  
 

 
(4) 10 to 32 pound weight kits (4 kg to 16 kg weight kits) not exceeding 26 pieces, $95.00 
per kit; and 

 
(5) Other weight kits consisting of 16 pieces or less and individual weights not exceeding 5 
pounds (2 kg), $70.00 per kit. 

 
(c) Calibration for mass (apparent mass and values found), length and volume, other than those 
services specified in subsection (b), the testing of laboratory balances, the testing of weights 
requiring special handling, and any other service shall be performed at a rate of $75.00 per hour. 
 
(d) Certification of traceability to the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) on 
calibrations of weights shall be provided by the Commissioner for a fee of $30.00 per weight or 
set of weights. 
 
(e) The minimum charge for any calibration services under this schedule is $75.00. 
 
(f) The Department shall have the discretion to reject items for testing if they are not fully 
prepared for testing by the owner. The owner must supply lead sealing plugs for all weights 500 
pounds (200 kg) and over. 
 
(Effective February 19, 1992; Amended May 27, 1992.) 
 


