MINUTES

PLUMBING AND PIPING WORK EXAMINING BOARD

MAY 18, 2006
The meeting was called to order by George C. Sima, Chairman, at 9:35 a.m. in Room 117 of the 

State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:

George C. Sima, Contractor, Chairman

James Piccoli, Contractor
Roger Stolting, Contractor
Charles E. Appleby, Sr., Contractor





Joseph Carr, Journeyperson

John R. Sullivan, Public Member
Member Absent:
 
Richard J. Moran, Journeyperson





Anthony Smeraglino, Public Member
Board Vacancies:

Two Unlimited Journeypersons





Three Public Members

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Board Secretary

Richard M. Hurlburt, Director




Anthony Santoro, Administrative Hearings Attorney




France Lee, Paralegal Specialist II





Helen Hillman, Consumer Information Rep.



Public Present:

Gabe Cziscuolo 





Scott Teller




Josh Portras




Patricia Torres-Lewis




Craig Kaplan





Jeff Faust





Bill Martin





Frank J. DaCato





Jeffery K. Smith


Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the March 16, 2006 meeting. The Board also voted to approve the minutes of the March 30, 2006 minutes, with Board member John R. Sullivan abstaining due to his absence at the March 30, 2006 meeting.
BOARD MEMBER APPOINTMENTS

1. Appointment letter dated March 15, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, concerning the appointment of Michael E. Cluney as a Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board member, as a Public Member.
Michael E. Cluney was sworn-in today by Attorney Santoro as a Public Member of the 

Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board.

2. Appointment letter dated April 17, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, concerning the appointment of John R. Damico as a Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board member, as an Unlimited Journeyperson, in succession of Richard J. Messina, who resigned.

John R. Damico was sworn-in today by Attorney Santoro as an Unlimited Journeyperson of the 

Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board.

3. Appointment letter dated April 17, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, concerning the appointment of Gerald R. Fucci as a Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board member, as an Unlimited Journeyperson, in succession to Louis E. DelMastro, who resigned.

Gerald R. Fucci was sworn-in today by Attorney Santoro as an Unlimited Journeyperson of the 

Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board.

4. Appointment letter dated April 24, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, concerning the appointment of Anthony Smeraglino as a Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board member, as a Public Member, in succession to Brian T. Kronenberger.

Anthony Smeraglino was not present at today’s meeting. 

APPLICATIONS

Scotty S. Shular, Norwalk, CT – (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Tabled 
The Board voted unanimously to table Mr. Shular’s application, contingent upon his appearance before the Board with a representative from his current employer as Besson Pluming & Heating, Inc.
Alexander R. Galarza, Southingon, CT – (J-4) Limited Journeyperson Application – Denied 
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Galarza’s application due to lack of required “Letter of Apprenticeship Completion” certificate and notarized statement from his current employer 
(Green Way Inc.) attesting to his occupational related dates and duties of employment, which must also reflect the employer’s contractor of record and license number.  
Brian R. Strout, Milbridge, ME – (J-4) Limited Journeyperson Application – Denied 
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Milbridge’s application due to required “Letter of Apprenticeship Completion” certificate and notarized statement from his current employer 
(Green Way Inc.) attesting to his occupational related dates and duties of employment, which must also reflect the employer’s contractor of record and license number.
CONTINUING EDUCATION WAIVER REQUESTS

Alexander G. Barna (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson – The Board tabled Mr. Barna’s request for waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006 at their 3/16/06 meeting, in order to verify that Mr. Barna has completed seven hundred hours of apprenticeship instructional training. Mr. Barna is providing a certificate of apprenticeship completion from the CT Department of Labor certifying that he has satisfactorily served an apprenticeship of seven hundred hours in the plumbing trade. 

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Barna’s request for waiver of his continuing education. 
Paul Biondino (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson – The Board tabled Mr. Biondino’s request for waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006 at their 10/20/05 meeting, in order to verify that 
Mr. Biondino has completed seven hundred hours of apprenticeship instructional training. 

Mr. Biondino is providing correspondence dated 3/18/06, requesting the Board to reconsider their 10/20/05 decision.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Biondino’s request for waiver of continuing education.
Pasquale M. Cimino (P-1) Unlimited Contractor – Correspondence dated 4/19/06, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006. 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Cimino’s request for waiver of continuing education.

Louis J. Deantonio (W-9) Limited Contractor – Correspondence dated 4/23/06, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Deantonio’s request for waiver of continuing education.

Allen J. Gestay (P-3) Limited Contractor – Correspondence dated 5/2/06, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Gestay’s request for waiver of continuing education.

Dominic R. Pasquale, Jr. (P-1) Unlimited Contractor – Correspondence dated 5/3/06, requesting waiver of all continuing education requirements. 

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Pasquale’s request for waiver of continuing education.

Karl G. Schwartz (P-1) Unlimited Contractor – The Board denied Mr. Schwartz’ request for waiver of continuing education requirement for 2005-2006 at their 1/19/06 meeting. Mr. Schwartz is providing correspondence dated 3/16/06, requesting the Board to reconsider their 1/19/06 decision.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Schwartz’s request for waiver of continuing education.

CORRESPONDENCE

1. Copy of DCP letter being sent to applicants who’s application has been returned to them due to  lack of required documents for a decision to be made on their application.

2. Correspondence from the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection dated 4/17/06, addressed to Ms. Karen Bednarz, concerning the abandonment of an inactive drinking water well on a neighboring property. 

The Board unanimously suggested that Ms. Bednarz contact her local health sanitation division.  

3. Correspondence from the Connecticut Department of Public Health dated 4/10/06, concerning a 3/23/06 meeting with the Connecticut Water Well Association (CWWA) pertinent to Geoexchange Systems.

4. Correspondence concerning Section 20-330 “Sheet Metal Work”.

5. Correspondence dated 3/20/06 concerning a California Supreme Court ruling regarding recovery of any compensation by unlicensed contractors performing work.

6. Correspondence concerning enacted legislation in California regarding contractors engaging without proper licensure.

7. Correspondence concerning selection of John P. Sinisi to Chair New Firestop Inspector Committee.

NEW BUSINESS

1. The Board discussed retired license status for persons retired and would not be subject to continuing education. Such person would have to re-test to obtain full license status again. 
The Board also discussed insurance requirements for licensed contractors. The Board reached a unanimous consensus that statutory changes would be needed concerning these matter discussed at today’s meeting.

2. Continuing Education outline was submitted by Local Union 777 for the Board to review. 
The Board reviewed the following three course titles and outlines for continuing education offering:
· P-1 – Board prescribed outline for C.E. 3-hour business and law section.

The Board voted unanimously to approve outline as submitted.

· P-2, P-2 – Board prescribed trade knowledge 6-hour 

The Board voted unanimously to approve outline as submitted.

· 10- Hour OSHA 500 training 

The Board voted unanimously to approve the outline in lieu of the Board’s prescribed outline for P-1 and P-2 license holders.

MISCELLANEOUS

Chairman George Sima announced to the Board that he mailed a letter to the Honorable Governor 

M. Jodi Rell, asking to allow him to step down as Chairman of the Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board. 
FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS



In the Matter of Craig Kaplan

Docket No. 06-264

A Formal Administrative hearing was conducted on this matter today and the hearing was concluded. The Board voted unanimously to a Final Decision and Order consisting of an I.O.D. and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00.

In the Matter of Jeffrey R. Faust

Docket No. 06-279

A Formal Administrative hearing was conducted on this matter today and the hearing was concluded. The Board voted unanimously to a Final Decision and Order consisting of an I.O.D. and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $250.00.

In the Matter of Craig Kaplan

Docket No. 06-579

A Formal Administrative hearing was conducted on this matter today and the hearing was concluded. The Board voted unanimously to a Final Decision and Order consisting of an I.O.D. and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $500.00.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon

Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 20, 2006, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
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