MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

APRIL 19, 2006
The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened April 19, 2006 at 10:05 a.m. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present: 

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law


George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Home Industry Rep.

Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Member Absent:

Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Thomas J. Ciccalone

DECD Representative
Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner  
Charles J. Emerson

CT Housing Finance Authority Rep.





Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Board Vacancies:

One Senior Citizen




One Representative of the Housing Advisory Committee
DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Advisory Council Secretary




Vicky Bullock, DCP Attorney





Gregory Carver, Special Investigator





Robert Nakano, Special Investigator Supervisor
Public Present:

Raphael Podolsky, Esquire 




Joe Mike

Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
INTERIM CHAIRPERSON
The Advisory Council voted unanimously to appoint Bennett Pudlin as Interim Chairperson of the Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council until an official appointment is made.

MINUTES

The Advisory Council voted to approve minutes the January 18, 2006 Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting with amendments to page-2 under “Legislative committee” to reflect the last sentence to read “The issue being argued on this matter concerns expansion size of mobile homes”.  Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin abstained from voting on this matter due to his absence at the January 18, 2006 meeting.
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT

Appointment letter dated March 6, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, regarding the appointment of Charles J. Emerson to the Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council, representing an employee of the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority, in succession to Vincent Flynn.

Charles J. Emerson was not present at today’s meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Marcia Stemm reported that there is an attempt to re-write the promotional piece to make it more sales oriented and get some pictures on the website as well. The Education Committee consist of Al Hircz, Keith Jensen, Joe Mike, Marcia Stemm, Bennett Pudlin, and 
Raphael Podolsky. Ms. Bullock reports that the Advisory Council was instructed at their 1/18/06 meeting to navigate the Mobile Home website and provide to her by 3/1/06, their written ideas and suggestions to make the site more user friendly and categorized items by its level of priority, and that any promotional pieces to be added and/or revised will need to be submitted by the education committee for review and follow-up. Ms. Bullock reports that so far she has only received input by Al Hircz. Ms. Bullock is making a second request for input from the Advisory Council on this matter due by May 15, 2006. Ms. Podolsky reports that the issue on this matter was not the text, but the accessibility to the website and the desired links to be added.  

· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The Legislative Committee reports on a “Non-Conforming Use” lawsuit concerning Candle Hill Trailer Park in New Milford, CT. The case went to trial and nine of the eleven complaints on this matter were thrown out due to the late filing of the complaints with the town Zoning Board decision within 30 days. As to the other two complaints, the judge ruled, that even though the plaintiff did not go to town hall to inquire on those permits until after the 30 days have expired, the fact that town hall had misfiled those permits, had the plaintiff went to town hall on time, the permits would not have been found due to their misfiling. The judge ruled that the plaintiff was not late and allowed the two cases to go forward. In the two cases allowed to go forward, the judge ruled that the replacement of a home with a bigger home was not permitted, that in fact is not  “Non Conforming Use”, and you have to replace a home with a-like-home. The committee feels the judge ignored to address some raised key issues, including some presidential court setting cases on this matter. When the judge agreed to a motioned to reconsider the case, the judge ruled that she is not going to change her mind on her initial ruling to this matter, and conceded that the plaintiff may have a good argument on the nine of the eleven complaints she threw out. 
Attorney Podolsky commented that the Legislative Committee should start early for next year to try and figure out what would be suitable legislation concerning Non-Conforming Use” issues such as in the above mentioned matter. Attorney Podolsky feels that the Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin should work together with the Legislative Committee on this matter, in order to put together suitable legislation. After further discussion on this matter, the Advisory Council voted unanimously to solicit an “Amicus Curiae” brief with the CT Attorney General or join a party to or file themselves on appeal of the Superior Court decision concerning the “Non-Conforming Use” lawsuit concerning Candle Hill Trailer Park in New Milford, CT.     
· FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee reports meeting with the CT Banking Commissioner the consensus was that the CT Banking Commission was not going to conduct a brief survey of all financial institutions and other mortgage lenders in the state to gather information about their lending practices regarding mobile manufactured homes in mobile manufactured home parks, as requested by the Advisory Council. Advisory Council member Ben Castongua will provide a 

report concerning this matter at the next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July 19, 2006.
RYDER PARK UPDATE

Not much to report on other than the club house not finished yet, and that the scheduling of  the park opening will take place after the club house is finished. The Advisory Council expressed an interest to visit the park with DCP Commissioner Edwin Rodriguez and state officials as a “Special Meeting” of the Advisory Council on September 20, 2006.
OLD BUSINESS

The Advisory Council voted unanimously to Advisory Council member Keith Jensen write the Honorable M. Jodi Rell a letter, recommending Advisory Council Bennett Pudlin as Chairperson of the Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council.
NEW BUSINESS

The Advisory Council reviewed a draft of two Sections of the CT General Statutes Tittle21, Chapter 412 (Section 21-82 and Section 21-83), which restrict the implementation of long term leases, along with proposed changes. The Advisory Council will review the draft and report on their input concerning this particular matter at their next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 

July 19, 2006.
CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE 

Special Investigator Gregory Carver and DCP Attorney Vicky Bullock reported on their communication with the town of Clinton, CT tax attorney, concerning issues regarding   delinquencies of leans on mobile homes, and that mobile homes have turned over a few times without notice to the town hall of a real estate transaction, which now presents an issue concerning the non payment of conveyances prior to the sale of the mobile homes. The Clinton tax attorney would like to speak to the Advisory Council to solicit interested individuals in forming a sub-committee with her, in an attempt to address issues concerning conveyances, delinquencies, and foreclosures of mobile homes in the town of Clinton, CT. Advisory Council member Miriam Clarkson offered to meet with the town of Clinton tax attorney to discuss her issues and will report back to the Advisory Council.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, July 19, 2006.
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