MINUTES

FIRE PROTECTION SPRINKLER SYSTEMS WORK 

EXAMINING BOARD

JANUARY 24, 2006
The meeting was called to order by David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman, at 10:05 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:


David J. Waskowicz, Acting Chairman - Unlimited Journeyman

George DeVincke - Unlimited Journeyman

Kevin Wypychoski - Contractor


Anthony D. Moscato - Fire Marshal
Members Absent:


William Zisk, Sr. - Public Member

Ralph Carl Miller - Fire Marshal

Robert W. Hollis, III – Contractor

Board Vacancies:
Two Public Members
Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:
Nelson Leon, Board Secretary

Richard M. Hurlburt, Director


Anthony Santoro, Administrative Hearings Attorney
Public Present:


Lisa Vereneau

Michael R. Livingstone






Sergio Caracoglia
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  
For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.
REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBER

The Board unanimously concluded that Lisa Vereneau, Public Member, is considered officially removed from the Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board as a result of missing three consecutive meetings (July 26, 2005, September 27, 2005, and November 22, 2005).
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the November 22, 2005 Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems Work Examining Board meeting with amendments to page-2 to reflect the Board reinstating Sergio Caracoglia’s (F-1) Unlimited Contractor license with late fees contingent upon verification with Assistant Attorney General Raul Rodriguez on the matter, page-4 to reflect discussion concerning Formal Administrative Hearing continuance requests, “Statutory Apprentice”, and six FDO’s signed 

by the Board Chairman in the matter of Rainmaker Fire Systems Corp / Docket No. 05-131,

Junior Rodriguez / Docket No. 05-132 / Jason Nowles / Docket No. 05-133, Migel Ortiz / 

Docket No. 05-134 / Tyrone Rodriguez, Docket No. 05-135, Kevin Machinski / Docket No. 05-136.
APPLICATIONS
Peter E. Miccoli, Sr., Ludlow, MA – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Approved 

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Miccoli’s application.
John L. Sullivan, Taunton, MA – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Approved 

The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Sullivan’s application.

Matthew S. Ashley, Worcester, MA – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Ashley’s application due to lack of a required apprenticeship completion letter.
Jeffrey J. Galovich, Enfield, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Galovich’s application.

Don W. Heubach, Hartford, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Heubach’s application due to submittal of an incomplete application.
Alfieri Iannucci, Orange, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Iannucci’s application.

Robert Lombardo, Whitinsville, MA – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 
The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Lombardo’s application due to lack of a required apprenticeship completion letter.
Jeffrey R. Symolon, Southington, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Symolon’s application.

Joshua G. Tippett, Fairfield,l CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved 
 The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Tippett’s application.

RECONSIDERATION OF PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS

John E. Marotta, Durham, CT – (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Denied 
The Board denied Mr. Marotta’s application at their 11/22/05 meeting due to lack of a “Letter of Apprenticeship Completion”. Mr. Marotta is appealing the Board’s denial of his application and is 

re-submitting his application, certificate of successful completion of  the “American Fire Sprinkler Association’s Contren Learning Series”, along with a letter dated 1/12/06, conveying to the Board that they have accepted this particular training program for many other applicants in the past and is asking for the same consideration.

After further review of Mr. Marotta’s application, the Board voted unanimously to deny his application due to lack of a required “Letter of Apprenticeship Completion”.
William R. Wilcox, Hermitage, PA – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied 
The Board denied Mr. Wilcox’s application at their 11/22/05 meeting due to lack of a required 

(F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years. Mr. Wilcox is re-submitting his application for reconsideration with additional correspondence for the Board to review and consider.

After further review of Mr. Wilcox application, the Board voted unanimously to deny his application due to lack of a required (F-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years.
Sergio Caracoglia, Middletown, CT – (F-1) Unlimited Contractor Application – Denied  

Mr. Caracoglia sent in $150.00 to renew both his (P-1) Unlimited Plumbing Contractor license and his (F-1) Fire Protection Contractor license in 2000. Each license was to be renewed for a fee of $75.00. However, DCP applied $75.00 toward his Plumbing license and refunded the remaining $75.00, rather than applying it toward his Fire Protection license. As a result, Mr. Caracoglia’s Fire Protection license lapsed on 10/31/2000. Mr. Caracoglia is requesting the Board to allow him to reinstate his Fire Protection license by paying his back fees. The Board voted at their 11/22/05 meeting to allow reinstatement of Mr. Caracoglia’s license with the collection of late fees, contingent upon clarification with the Attorney General’s office regarding this matter.

Mr. Hurlburt relayed to the Board that Assistant Attorney General Raul Rodriguez said the decision 
to reinstate Mr. Caracoglia’s license is at the Board’s discretion. After further review and discussion 
by the Board on this matter, the Board voted unanimously to require Mr. Caracoglia re-apply for the 
(F-1) Unlimited Contractor license, qualify by submitting an apprenticeship completion letter, and successfully pass the (F-1) Unlimited Contractor examination.

CORRESPONDENCE

1. 2006 schedule for Board, Commission and Council meetings.

2. List licensees disciplined, revoked, surrendered and suspended.

3. Correspondence concerning “Fire Suppression Work”.
Mr. Hurlburt inquired of the Board if extending a drain pipe line constitutes work requiring licensure. The Board’s response was “yes”, because the drain pipe is part of the system.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Correspondence from Shaun B. Cashman, Department of Labor Commissioner, concerning the propriety of the issuance of apprenticeship registration by an agency other than the Department of Labor.
The Board expressed concern regarding a “statutory apprentice” category in which apprentices who completed their training but repeatedly failed the license exam were allowed to work in the licensed occupation for an indefinite period of time without requiring remediation or determining the reason(s) for failure, in addition to apprentices not applying for their license in a timely manner after they have completed their apprenticeship program. Mr. Hurlburt informed the Board that DCP Commissioner Edwin Rodriguez is looking into this matter for clarification.
2. Memorandum dated January 20, 1994 concerning “Apprenticeship Hiring Ratio.

3. The Board discussed the term “Maintenance” of fire protection systems at their 11/22/05 meeting to include any impairment of the system which would include trip testing of a system, where such work requires impairing the system. This matter was continued to today’s meeting for further discussion.
The Board engaged in discussion concerning the term “Maintenance” of a fire protection sprinkler system. Issues discussed were maintenance, trip testing, and impairment of a fire protection sprinkler system, which requires competence thru training and experience of individuals working on fire protections sprinkler system. The Board further discussed the 

process of trip testing a fire protection sprinkler system which requires shutting down the 

system, draining it, re-setting the dry valve, and returning the system back to its functioning mode. The Board unanimously concluded that the particular type of work involved in trip testing a fire protection sprinkler system is in fact maintenance work, and is covered by the Fire Protection Sprinkler Work category license. The Board further unanimously concluded that a certificate from (NICET) National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies is not a qualifying document for maintaining a fire protection sprinkler system nor is it equivalent to a fire protection sprinkler work license for testing or maintaining fire protection sprinkler systems. 
NEW BUSINESS

The Board had discussion concerning the PSI examination, in that it appears to be heavily waited for gas suppression and that PSI is also under investigation for allegedly compromising the examination.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon
Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 28, 2006, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
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