MINUTES

CONNECTICUT REAL ESTATE COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 7, 2005
The Connecticut Real Estate Commission convened on Wednesday, September 7, 2005 at 9:20 a.m. in Room 126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:
Bruce H. Cagenello, Chairman (Broker – 1st District)

Joseph B. Castonguay (Broker – 2nd District)

Marilyn Keating, (Salesperson – 5th District)

Lana K. Ogrodnik (Broker – 5th District)

Barbara Thompson (Salesperson – 3rd District)
Commissioners Absent:


David W. Fitzpatrick (Public Member – 4th District)
Commission Vacancies:


Two

Assistant Attorney General Present:
Alan Ponanski
DCP Staff Present:



Nelson Leon, Commission Secretary






Richard M. Hurlburt, Director







Jerry Padula, Legislative Liaison

Laureen Rubino, Real Estate Supervisor







Joan Emerick, Real Estate Examiner







Richard Maloney, Trade Practices Director







William Zenga, Trade Practices Assistant Director
Public Present:



Bunny Kyle

Laurence L. Hannafin

Katherine Pancak

John R. Morgan

Note: The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Commission voted unanimously to approve amended minutes of the July 6, 2005 meeting.
ROBERT ZACK, REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON – FELONY CONVICTION

The Commission voted unanimously to add the matter of Robert Zack to the agenda

Mr. Zack had answered yes to the felony conviction question on his salesperson application for which a license was issued in December 2004. Mr. Zack’s salesperson license was revoked on 9/7/05 due to a 2003 felony conviction. Mr. Zack was provided a felony conviction worksheet on 5/23/05, asking for the official documentation relating to his felony conviction. Attorney Ponanski informed the Commission of a certified judgement from federal court involving conspiracy to make false claims and false statements, for which Mr. Zack is to be sentenced. Attorney Ponanski further informed the Commission concerning the special conditions ordered by the court which consist of four months of incarceration, two months of advice release, two hundred hours of community service, the defendant to prepare a code ethics due to the court on or before February 2, 2005, and a fine in the amount of $50,000.00. 

The Commission voted unanimously to revoke Mr. Zack’s license for at least a period of one year, based on the fact that there is a certified judgement involving conspiracy to make false claims and false statements. Mr. Zack would be eligible to re-apply after the one year period. 

Daniel Sperduto, Broker / Owner ERA Realty Pros

Gary Grimm, Salesperson, ERA Realty Pros

Review & discussion of an advertising plan using their business internet website.

Mr. Sperduto and Mr. Grimm appeared before the Commission at today’s meeting to explain their website venture, which consist of a separate search page for consumers to search 
”For Sale by Owners” properties. The Commission was provided with an outline of their plan, consisting of a disclaimer statement to avoid any agency relationship issue, summarizing that neither Gary Grimm nor ERA Realty Pros represents the sellers or their properties in any capacity. The service is free with absolutely no cost or obligation, as a way to have internet exposure and to generate higher traffic to the website.

The Commission voted unanimously to table this matter and refer it to legal for their review 

and input, and to be placed on their next meeting agenda scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 5, 2005.

KATHERINE PANCAK, CHAIRPERSON OF THE CT EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DISCUSSION ON EDUCATION AND THE ARELLO CONFERENCE
Ms. Pancak was following-up to her recommendations at the July 6, 2005 meeting concerning instructor approval, course location approval, continuing education content, school approval, pre-licensing course approval, continuing education course approval, continuing education course numbers, and online course information. Ms. Pancak provide the Commission correspondence dated July 28, 2005, which outlines follow-up recommendations. Ms. Pancak informed the Commission that any recommendations requiring regulatory changes should be reviewed by the Commission’s legal counsel as well as DCP’s legal counsel. Ms. Pancak further informed the Commission she would look into the Guarantee Fund statute, seeking alternatives to maintain all funds within an established “Real Estate Education Fund”.
Commission voted unanimously to accept Ms. Pancak’s recommendations outlined in her 

July 28, 2005 correspondence.  
RICHARD E. MALONEY, TRADE PRACTICES DIRECTOR: DISCUSSION ON COMPLAINTS
Mr. Maloney provided the Commission with a real estate complaint log as well as a Trade Practices Division staff workflow chart. Chairman Cagenello requested the availability of the nature of each complaint identified within the complaint log. Mr. Maloney informed the Commission that a narrative of the complaint can be made available within the complaint log  in order to assist the Commission identify potential pattern of illegal trends and/or practices within the industry. Mr. Maloney further informed the Commission on the workflow in the processing of Real Estate complaints.  

CONSENT AGREEMENT(S)
In the Matter of Geneve Rubaine
The Commission voted unanimously to accept a Consent Agreement consisting of an Order to Cease and Desist engaging in the real estate business without proper licensure, and a fine in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars.
In the Matter of Seth Boynick
The Commission voted unanimously to accept a Consent Agreement consisting of an Order to Cease and Desist sponsoring as an independent contractor or employing a real estate salesperson without proper licensure, and a fine in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars.
In the Matter of Veronica T. Rubaine Anderson
The Commission voted unanimously to accept a Consent Agreement consisting of an Order to Cease and Desist engaging in the real estate business without proper licensure, and a fine in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars.
SALESPERSON APPLICATIONS 

George A. Baker, Ellington, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Mr. Baker’s application.
James Lee Bayer, Avon, CT

The Commission voted unanimously to deny Ms. Bayer’s application due to the correspondence course submitted not being an approved course by the CT Real Estate Commission. 
Pamela Ann Broderick, Simsbury, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Ms. Broderick to sit for the state portion of 

the salesperson examination.
Krista Andrea Csapo, Bordentown, NJ
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Ms. Csapo to sit for the state portion of the salesperson examination.
Barrie Goldstein, Roxbury, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Mr. Goldstein’s application.
Gabriel Mulero, Hartford, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to extend Mr. Mulero’s certificate of eligibility to take the salesperson examination for one year, subject to receipt of court documents confirming the dismissal of felony charges.
Bari Alyse Rudin, Fairfield, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Ms. Alyse’s application.
Stephen R. Tetrault, Ludlow, MA   

The Commission voted unanimously to approve Mr. Tetrault’s application.
THE COMMISSION VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADD THE FOLLOWING SALESPERSON APPLICATIONS TO THE AGENDA
M. Patricia Clemens, Rocky Hill, CT

The Commission voted unanimously to approve Ms. Clemens’ application.          
Michael Buchman, New York, NY
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Mr. Buchman’s application.
Christopher Cramer, East Hampton, CT
The Commission voted unanimously to approve Mr. Cramer’s application. 

BROKER APPLICATIONS

Lisa Dabkowski, Glastonbury, CT – Equivalency, review & discussion.
The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Dabkowski thirty hours of equivalent 
education credit for the “Real Estate Principles & Practices” course taken in 1989, and allow
her to sit for the broker examination.
Scott Daniels, Costa Mesa, CA – Equivalency, correspondence course, review & 
discussion.         
The Commission voted unanimously to rescind the approval of Mr. Daniels’ application at 

their June 1, 2005 meeting, based on the fact that the correspondence courses submitted with 

the application were not available for the Commission to review at their June 1, 2005 meeting.

At today’s meeting, the Commission voted unanimously to deny Mr. Daniels equivalent 
education credit for the correspondence courses submitted due to the courses not being 
Arrello approved, and also denied him to sit for the broker examination.                                          
John Kealey, New Haven, CT – Equivalency, correspondence course, review & 
discussion.

The Commission voted unanimously to deny Mr. Kealey equivalent education credit for the 

correspondence course submitted due to the courses not being Arrello approved, and also

denied him to sit for the broker examination.                                          
Shawna Rogers, Bristol, CT – Equivalency, review & discussion.

The Commission voted unanimously to deny Ms. Shawna equivalent education credit for the 

correspondence courses submitted due to the courses not being Arrello approved, and also

denied her to sit for the broker examination.                                          
Nancy Stokes, Waterbury, CT – Equivalency, 2 years licensed in California, review.

The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Stoke equivalent education credit for the 

correspondence courses submitted, and allow her to sit for the broker examination.  
THE COMMISSION VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADD THE FOLLOWING BROKER APPLICATION TO THE AGENDA
Joyce Drew, Winnsboro, SC
The Commission voted unanimously grant Ms. Drew equivalent education and experience credit and allow her to sit for state portion of the broker examination, based on a sixty-three hour “Real Estate Principles & Practices” course taken in 1995 in Florida, thirty hour “Finance” course taken in Florida, thirty hour “Broker Management” course taken in Florida, completion of an “Appraisal I” course and a thirty-hour “Real Estate Principles & Practices” course taken in CT, in addition to ten years licensing experience in Florida. 

UPDATE ON LIMITED RECOGNITION AGREEMENT WITH FLORIDA
Ms. Emerick reports on a letter and related materials she mailed to the examination
development supervisor bureau of education and testing in Florida, in an attempt to enter into
a limited recognition agreement with Florida and is waiting for a response.

JERRY PADULA, DCP LEGISLATIVE LIASON / LEGISLATIVE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Public Act 05-115 “An act concerning ownership of real estate brokerage companies”

Discussion regarding the specifics of the new law which will become effective 10/1/05.

2. Discussion regarding possible creation of new legislation which would permit licensed salespersons and broker associates to establish a limited liability company for the sole purpose of receiving payment of commissions in the name of that legal entity but without having to obtain a specific real estate broker license for that legal entity.
Mr. Padula informed the Commission that he is in the process of preparing a legislative agenda for the next session which begins January 2006, as well as drafting much needed regulatory changes concerning the real estate industry. 
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF PSI EXAMINATION RESULTS
Kevan Moragne –  Salesperson applicant. Requesting an extension to receive credit for
passing the state portion of the salesperson examination on 8/2/04.
The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Moragne a thirty-day extension, one time

only, to take the salesperson general portion of the examination. 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY

Anthony Castellini, Bridgeport, CT – Salesperson applicant. Requesting an extension of his examination eligibility, due to a medical hardship.
The Commission voted unanimously to grant Mr. Castellini a sixty-day extension, one time only, to take the salesperson examination. 

Vincenzo Cuminotto, Shelton, CT – Broker applicant. Requesting an extension of his examination eligibility, which expired on 8/19/05. 
The Commission voted unanimously to deny Mr. Cuminotto’s request to extend his broker examination eligibility. 
THE COMMISSION VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADD THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS FOR EXTENSION OF EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY TO THE AGENDA
Kimberly R. Higgins, New Canaan, CT – Salesperson applicant. Ms. Higgins passed the general portion of the examination and is requesting an extension to take the state portion of the examination.

The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Higgins a thirty day extension, one time only, to take the state portion of the salesperson examination.
Dina L. Dimartino, Newton, CT – Broker applicant. Ms. Dimartino is requesting an extension of her examination eligibility, which expired on 8/31/05.

The Commission voted unanimously to deny Ms. Dimartino’s request to extend her broker examination eligibility. 

Sidjae Thompson, Bridgeport, CT – Salesperson applicant. Ms. Thompson is requesting an extension of her examination eligibility, which expired on 8/19/05. 

The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Thompson a thirty day extension, one time only, to take the salesperson examination.  
Sherwin S. Wilson, Hartford, CT – Salesperson applicant. Ms. Wilson is requesting an extension of her examination eligibility, which expired on 9/12/05.
The Commission voted unanimously to grant Ms. Wilson a thirty day extension to take the salesperson examination.
REQUEST FOR REINSTATEMENT OF REAL ESTATE BROKER LICENSE

Malcolm S. Yank – Requesting to reinstate his broker license, which was revoked by the CT Real Estate Commission in 1999, due to unpaid judgements.

The Commission voted unanimously that they cannot consider Mr. Yank’s request to reinstate his broker license, and that reinstatement consideration be contingent upon Mr. Yank providing evidence of paid judgements, completion of a sixty hour “Real Estate Principles & Practices” course, and only allow him to apply for a salesperson license.  
FINAL DISPOSTION

George J. Mougios – Inactive broker license, which expired on 5/31/200. Mr. Mougios is requesting to re-activate his broker license with only paying fees and has no desire to comply with any continuing education requirements to renew broker license.

The Commission voted unanimously to deny reactivating Mr. Mougios broker license, and that any renewal fees received is refunded to him.
OLD BUSINESS

1. E-mail from Sentry Vernon dated 8/23/05, regarding an agent who has a personal broker license establishing a corporation and having their commissions paid to that corporation.
The Commission concluded that a statutory change is required to implement in Connecticut.
2. Continued discussion concerning an agent representing two companies.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Correspondence dated July 2, 2005, regarding schools that train real estate agents.

2. Press Release dated August 17, 2005, titled “Connecticut Real Estate Commission Offers Amnesty to Unlicensed Broker Companies”

3. Connecticut Real Estate Instructors Seminar scheduled for Friday, September 30, 2005, at Naugatuck Valley Community College, Kinney Hall, Room 715.
MISCELLANEOUS

The Commission would like to wish Judy Booth the Best and expressed their appreciation of her time and commitment to the Real Estate Commission during her tenure at DCP.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon
Commission Secretary
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 5, 2005 in Room 126.
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