MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

MARCH 16, 2005
The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened March 16, 2005 at 10:15 A.M. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present:

Vincent Flynn, Chairman
CHFA Employee
Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Housing Ind. Rep. 
Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner
Ginne-Rae Gilmore

DECD Representative

(for Thomas J. Ciccalone)

Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Members Absent:

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law
George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Thomas J. Ciccalone

DECD Representative

Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Edward Bartsch

Park Tenant

Board Vacancies:

None
DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Advisory Council Secretary




Vicky Bullock, DCP Attorney





Gregory Carver, Special Investigator

Public Present:

Raphael Podolsky, Esquire 




Joe Mike, CMHA





Mary W. Campbell, CPOA
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES

The Advisory Council voted unanimously to approve minutes of the January 19, 2005
Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting, with amendments to page-1, to reflect that Advisory Council member Thomas J. Ciccalone was not in attendance at the 
January 19, 2005 meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Ms. Clarkson presented the Advisory Council with a draft document to be utilized for the DCP website, outlining rights and responsibilities of residents of mobile manufactured communities in Connecticut. Attorney Podolsky made mentioned that it was his understanding that the Education Committee had previously drafted a mobile manufactured promotional piece with the intent of having two separate links, consisting of a manufactured home rights and responsibilities piece along with a manufactured home promotional piece, in addition to relevant statutory language applicable to both owners and renters of mobile manufactured homes and parks. 
The Advisory Council voted unanimously to accept Ms. Clarkson’s draft document and delegated to the website committee the authority to approve non-substantive changes to the document and to report any substantive changes to the Advisory Council for their consideration. Such revisions are to be reviewed by the Advisory Council, prior to its final approval and adoption. In addition, any website information considerations will be subject to a finalized draft document in its completed stage for approval and adoption by the Advisory Council and DCP. 
· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Mr. Podolsky will update the Advisory Council on the manufactured mobile home zoning opinion request at their next meeting. Mr. Podolsky further reports that the “Unemployed Homeowners Protection Act” has been deferred since it is not coming up for review this year and that the following bills are in the general law committee pending discussion:

· “Senate draft bill 927 – Providing notice to residence regarding any existing hazards”  

· “House draft bill 5661 – Disclosing the cost of services purchased for the residents”.
The Advisory Council suggested that Legislative Committee follow-up and report to the Advisory Council on any and all manufactured home bills at the legislature.
The Legislative Committee reports on the Pilot program regarding restrictions on the movement of homes in CT over 66 feet long, over 14 feet wide, 3 days a week, at 12 homes per week. 
The Legislative Committee is attempting to work with the Department of Transportation in trying to allow for the movement of homes during the day. The Legislative Committee is raising a bill permitting daytime movement of homes, use the definition that includes modular homes rather than manufactured homes, and expanding the number of moves permitted during the days and during the week, with reasonable restrictions.   
· FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee provided the Advisory Council with copies of mortgage lending institutions in Connecticut for their review and follow-up discussion at the next meeting as to whether these institutions are providing any funding for manufactured mobile home housing.

RYDER PARK UPDATE

Ms. Clarkson reports Ryder Park and its infrastructure moving along just fine, with four brand new homes being delivered to the site. It is expected that 170 homes will occupy Ryder Park, and that by summer time people will start moving in. Homes are being purchased at an absolute whole-sale price rate with the developer offering to finance the purchases.
NEW BUSINESS
Advisory Council member Ginne-Rae Gilmore reports that DECD has a website and can offer links through their website for individuals inquiring on manufactured mobile homes, as well as identifying the manufactured mobile home promotional link within their newsletter.

CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE

1. Mr. Carver reports on a matter involving a town hooking up a particular park to the town’s sewer line and assessing the tenants directly on a bi-annual basis. The tenants feel that the town should be assessing the park owner. The tenants were unaware of any town meetings regarding this matter. The question is whether the public utilities are the responsibility of the park landlord or tenant. The investigation on this matter is ongoing and Mr. Carver will report on any developments.  
2. Mr. Carver inquired as to whether there can be a 35 year lease applicable to manufactured mobile homes with cost of living increases. The Advisory Council concluded that 35 year leases do exist with cost-of-living increases in order to cover inflation, and that mortgage companies usually prefer leases that extend beyond the term of the mortgage. Mr. Carver  reports that there is no specific statute or regulation in Connecticut limiting lease terms.  
3. Ms. Lauzier inquired on any developments regarding the kerosene fuel leak issue that occurred in August 2004 at Colonial Park in East Hartford, CT. Mr. Carver will report on any developments on this issue. Ms. Lauzier reports that a legislator sitting on the general law committee is also legal counsel representing Colonial Park, which presents a conflict of interest. The Advisory Board concluded that this legislator would have to recuse himself from any specific action the committee would take.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, May 18, 2005.
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