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1st Annual College and Career Fair for Foster Youth 
 
On Saturday, October 18, the Region 5 Community Collaborative for Foster, Adoptive and 
Kinship Care hosted the 1st annual College and Career Fair, “Give a Hoot About Your 
Future!,” for youth in foster care at Kaynor Tech in Waterbury.  This event focused on reaching 
high school aged youth in foster care from across the state. 
 
The event focused on helping youth answer the following questions: Is college for me? What 
college should I go to? Which school offers the major that I’m interested in? What trade schools 
are available in my area? What careers am I qualified for with a high school diploma? How do I 
put together a resume? And much, much more. 
 
The guest speaker for the event was Chris Chmielewski, a former foster youth and now owner 
and Executive Editor of the successful national magazine, Foster Focus. Youth were captivated 
by his message of hard work and perseverance paving the way for a successful and meaningful 
future.  
 
Youth chose 2 workshops to attend from a list of 6 and visited with vendors from across the state. 
College representatives, individuals employed in various professional capacities as well as 
military personnel were also on hand to answer questions. As one youth said, “The workshops I 
attended will help me in managing my money and putting my best foot forward to be prepared to 
go into the real world. The fair informed me about other schools and colleges I was unaware of.” 
Plans are already underway to host this fair again next year in September. For more information 
about next year’s event or to learn more about our foster care, adoption and kinship care 
programs call 203-706-0101 or visit our website: www.AnnieC.org 
 
 
 
 
 


