Colchester School Board Okays New Benefits Consultant

by Katelyn Kelleher

The Board of Education approved the selec-
Lion of a new employee benelils consultant ai
Tuesday’s mecting,

Locktan Companizs was chosen after a rig-
orous seleclion process for both the lown and
the school board, Board of Education Chair-
man Ronald Goldstein said.

Board ol Education Vice Chairman Donald
Kennedy said Lockion was clearly the first
cheice for himsclf, Goldstein. Superintendent
of Schools Karen Loiselle-Goodwin and Firsi
Selectman Gregg Schustor, “Each time we meel
with them we walk away nprossed with their
expertise,” he said.

Loiseile-Goodwin said Lockion came highly
recommended from other superiniendents.

The selection process started with a request
for proposal, which was narrowed down 10 six
campanies that were interviewed. Lockton was
Lhe best choice with regards to the budget and
heaith of staff; Kennedy said.

The consulting services will cost the rown
$58,000 annually.

“We are now paying for service as opposed
to a strielly commission-based arrangement,”
Goldstein said. “We have the ability to hold
them accountable to cerlain standards.™

Kennedy said heaith insurance claims for
April werg “a lot hetter” than the last few
months. “§388.000 in claims is a ot belter than
$600,000," he sald, pointing out that Novem-
ber, Jaruary, Febryary and March cach had a
single high claim. “This was an incredibly dif-

foront and bad stretch of time and hopefully
we’ll start to work our way up*

He thanked slafTand administration for their
creativity (n working around the budget freeze
due to the high health insurance claims,

LR

Alsc Tuesday, the board autherized Laisclle-
Gaodwin Lo sign a five-year memoranduim of
understanding between the Department of Chil-
dren and Families and the Calchesler school
digtrict.

Last year, DCF was granted permission to
place u social worker within Colchesler's
schools. Social worker Mike Riske was placed
in the school [n Fanuary and he and progrem
manager David Silva atiended the meeting ask-
ing to cxtend the partnership for the next five
years.,

Colchesier Elementary School Prineipal
Jackie Sombery said she “can’t imagine DCF
wilhout Mike in the building.”

“He is just so invaluable ta sia T, adininis-
tration and to menial health workers,™ she said.

Director of Pupil Scrvices Katherine
Shaughnessy also attested Lo Riske's help.
“We've been able 1o problem-salve on such &
real level thal it’s so helpful for me.” she said,
“Belere. il was always picking up the phone
and hoping you don’™ get voicemail

Bacon Academy Principal Jeff Mathiey
added Riske helped him wark through a situa-
tion involving a homeless student.

Both Geldstein and Board ol Education

momber Brudley Bernier admitted they were
skeplical at first of DCF placing a social worker
in the schaols, but afler having ane. they are
siarting to come around. “You've enlighicned
me and 1 think enlightened the board,”
Goldstzin said. “DCF does nolneed 1o be Leared
or shunned.”

Bernier said he was absolutety against the
idea last year, *| "oy slowly being vwon over” he
said, “] think it was based a lot on the old fuee
of DCE, Secing the new face of DCF and see-
ing how il's worked in the past year, you're
winning me over. Stitl skeptical, bul you're
winning e over™
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The hoard voted to apply for the $14,000
Wiiliam Caspar Gravstein Memorial Fund Lit-
eracy Parinershlp Proposal (o improve literacy
from age three to grade three, Loiselie-Goodwin
said the grant was only avaflablz to urban dis-
triets last year and would heip the town’s
preschoolers. “We still know we have more
wotk 16 do [with the children in preschool]”
she sald. “We can see that kids make amazing
progress over time In our school sysiem, but
we're still struggling with ur early childhood
piece and we believe we can do more.”

Loiselle-Goodwin added receiving the grant
wauld allow for an apportunity to work with
experls in the field “so that we can continue 1o
see improvements in sludent performance.”

The baard approved a research propesal for

Universily of Connecticul graduate student
Melissa Collier-Mesk to distributc a survey to
leachers on intervenlion implementation in
schools. “I¢ can be helpful for professional de-
velopment in the faturs or for considering the
dilferent resousces available” Collier-Megk
said. She added that she would share the re-
search reaulis with the school district.

Three field trip requests were approved, The
Academy Café top Lo the Culinary Institute of
America and an eighih grade Newport, R1, man-
sican lour will be no cost (o the Board of Educa-
tion. The Bacon Academy senior trip o Black
Island wilf cost $425, however, becauge the
number of stalFneeded 16 atend cannot be cov-
ered by other stafl within the school, Loiselle-
Goodwin said. She added despite the budget
froeze, the schoois are still trying to make im-
pertaat irips happen,

Bacon Academy students Laura Hahn and
Jashua Kvasnik wers recognized for receiving
Connecticul Association of Boards of Educa-
tion (CABE) Student Leadership Awards rec-
ognizing leadership and acedemic achievement,
Both students are heavily Involved in organi-
zations and velunteer wark both inside and
cuiside ol the school.

The Bacon Academy foil team was also rec-
ognized for winning the Eastern Connecticut
Cenierence championshipand several studenis
were recognized for their achiovements iz the
Cannesticut Scholastic Arts Competition.
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