News from

State Rep. Pam Sawyer

55" District — Andover, Bolton, Hebron, Marlborough

For Immediate Release: Sept. 18, 2014
Rep. Pam Sawyer: (800) 842-1423,
Press Secretary: Ben Simon: (860) 240-8382 Ben.Simon@cga.ct.qov

Sawyer Havens Group Receives Positive News

HARTFORD, Connecticut — DCF spokesman, Gary Kleeblatt, announced yesterday that on Sept. 13, an infant
was brought to St. Francis Hospital in utilization of the Safe Havens law. Kleeblatt said the infant is now in the
custody of a family that wishes to adopt her.

This event poses a bright contrast to the dead and abandoned infant discovered in an East Hartford trash can,
Aug. 12.

“What a relief that the Safe Havens message reached another mother and baby in need. This shows how
important it is to get the word out about this important law,” said Rep. Pam Sawyer-R, Bolton (55™).

Including the infant brought to St. Francis Hospital last Saturday, 24 babies have been rescued from potential
abandonment through Connecticut’s Safe Havens program since its inception.
“The mothers maintain their anonymity and the law also protects them from being prosecuted,” Sawyer said

A Safe Havens Working Group meeting took place today in the Legislative Office Building to discuss new
approaches for continuing spreading word about the Safe Havens law, ratified in Connecticut in 2000.

Attendees included: DCF spokesman, Gary Kleeblatt, Executive Chief of Police in East Hartford, Beau
Thurnauer, Executive Director of the Connecticut Asian Pacific Americans Affairs Commission, Mui Mui Hin-
McCormick, Executive Director of the Connecticut Gen. Assembly Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs
Commission, Werner Oyanadel, DCF Executive Commissioner, Michael C. Williams, Josh Howroyd, Dr.
Douglas Hood, and many other esteemed guests and concerned citizens.

Rep. Sawyer and State Senator Cathy Osten (19™) led the discussion, which focused on crafting the Safe
Havens message to reach young Connecticut women and men who may not be aware of its existence.

Executive Director Williams mentioned that young women in Connecticut may not know that they have more
than two options—terminate or keep. The Safe Havens law gives them a third option, he said.

The law allows a distressed parent to anonymously leave an infant, up to 30 days after birth, at hospital
emergency rooms without the fear of prosecution. The infants are then given full physicals and healthcare as
needed. After giving any treatment necessary, the baby is placed as soon as possible into loving homes.

During the meeting, DCF Representatives also mentioned a new public health campaign, scheduled to begin in
the fall, which will continue promoting the law.

Michael Corjulo, President of the Association of School Nurses in Connecticut spoke of the potential to enlist
school nurses in helping inform young women and men about Safe Havens. He also expressed interest in
helping craft new promotional messages.

At the meeting’s conclusion, Sawyer announced the news of the baby brought to St. Francis Hospital, over the
weekend.

“This is one more baby that is alive, and one more mother not in jail. The law works,” she said. The next Safe
Havens Working Group meeting is scheduled for Oct., in the Legislative Office Building.
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House Republican Caucus’ Deputy-Leader-at-Large.







