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	Description
	Services to Return a Child Home may be purchased on behalf of a child for whom it has been decided that return to the birth family ; i.e., parents, grandparents, relatives, is in the child’s best interest.




	Types of Services
	Tasks may include supportive services in tandem with replacement services.  The goal is to ensure a smooth and successful return to the birth family after a period of separation when the child was not interacting with his/her family.

These services may be similar to those provided to the adoptive family including, but not limited to, the following activities:

· Visit the birth family and assess their readiness and capacity to provide for the needs of the child; assess the health and safety issues in the home; interview the family, caretakers and extended family members in preparation for the child’s return.

· Visit the child to evaluate the child’s readiness to go home and prepare him/her for returning to the birth family; 

· As part of the preparation with the child, develop a Life Book to be shared with the birth family to assist them to understand the child’s experiences while the child was away from the family.

· Write referral summaries and coordinate meetings with educational, psychological, and medical sources, as necessary, to provide support to the family.

· Attend school conferences (IEP, PPT) and confer with the schools regarding the transfer of educational materials and reports to effect a transfer from one school district to another, if appropriate.

· As needed, arrange services within the community to support the placement; e.g., parent aide, VNA, medical clinic, WIC 




	Types of Services (continued)
	· Arrange a visitation schedule in coordination with therapeutic supports for the child and family.

· Provide counseling for the foster parent, child, and birth family during the process of transition.  If the child is in a residential facility, coordinate meetings with the child and facility personnel regarding their feelings of separation.

· Assist the family in financial planning for support of the child (subsidy, AFDC).

· Cooperate with attorneys by communication via telephone or meetings, as appropriate.
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