permanency placement services program (ppsp)

Description of Services:  Home Study Evaluation
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	Description
	Home study evaluation  is the process by which adoptive parent(s) apply for adoption and are assessed as to their readiness to adopt.

The services for this category may be 

· purchased on behalf of a specific child for whom a family or families have indicated an interest

· provided to a foster family who has a legally free child in their care whom they wish to adopt.

Important Note:  All families must meet the requirements for licensure according to regulations promulgated by the Department.


	Information for Parents
	The evaluation process shall include the conveyance of realistic expectations to the parents about the child(ren), including the problems, challenges and rewards they will undoubtedly experience. 

The prospective parents shall also be provided information about their role in the adoption process.


	Assessment/

Evaluation
	An assessment/evaluation of the family may include the family’s

· motivation to adopt

· emotional readiness and ability to incorporate a child into their family unit through adoption

· capacity to provide for the specific present and future needs of the child

· willingness to draw upon resources they will need to utilize as they parent this child

· ability to manage the child’s behaviors 

· capacity to develop additional skills to parent the particular child 

· ability to deal with loss/crisis.


	Types of Assessment
	Individual and/or group assessments may be used in the home study evaluation.
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