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	Description
	Services to Legally Free the Child may be purchased on behalf of a child for whom the plan is adoption, but who is not yet legally free.  These services involve providing casework services to legally free children for adoption as well as participating in the court proceedings.

Assessments for legal risk placements may also be provided under this service category.


	Tasks to Legally Free the Child
	Tasks to provide services to legally free the child shall include, but are not limited to, the following:

Casework with birth parents, child and/or caretakers:

· obtaining birth family history (medical, social, physical, psychological information)  and documenting such on DCF–337B, “Genetic Parent(s) Information”, and DCF-338B, “Medical Information on Genetic Parent(s)”

· assessment of the birth parent’s ability to care for the child

· engagement of birth parents around loss and separation from the child; involvement in the legally freeing process

· assessment of the child’s relationship with the birth parents

· engagement of the child around loss of the birth parents, caretakers, and others and the need for permanent parents; assessment of the child’s present and future needs

· engagement of caretakers; e.g., foster parents, residential staff, regarding their feelings of loss of the child, understanding the child’s reaction to loss and the need for permanent parents

· making referrals for psychological evaluations to determine bonding, attachment, family interactions




	Tasks to Legally Free the Child (continued)
	Preparation for court proceedings:

· establishment of the grounds for Termination of Parental Rights

· preparation of the court study, such as reviewing case records, writing the court study, conferring with Department staff

· submission of necessary court documents

· participation in court proceedings to include attending court hearings, obtaining witnesses, testifying, consulting with the assigned legal counsel.


	Legal Risk Services
	Assessments for legal risk placement may also be provided under this service category.

A legal risk placement is a planned placement of a child who is not legally free for adoption but for whom reunification with the birth family is not likely to occur.  Placement is made with a family that is prepared for the risks of taking such a child and that has the same goal as the Department; i.e., adoption of the child by the family if Termination of Parental Rights is obtained.

Tasks for legal risk placement may include the following:

· evaluation of the child’s physical, emotional and/or developmental status

· consultation with the assigned legal counsel to determine the degree of legal risk

· a meeting of the Department supervisor, child’s worker, OFAS worker, and private agency worker for discussion and consensus on a recommendation for a legal risk placement

· completing the legal risk information protocol 

· preparation of the family for a legal risk placement for the particular child and provision of ongoing support to the family regarding the uncertainty of the legal risk

· assisting the child through the uncertainty and risk of the current placement.

Cross-Reference:  48-9-1 through 48-9-6, “Legal Risk”
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