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	Definition
	The Permanency Placement Services Program (PPSP) is a statewide purchase of permanency placement services contracted between the Department and

· private Connecticut child placement agencies

· child placement agencies in other states when children in DCF custody are placed in those states.




	Types of Services to be Purchased
	The PPSP enables the Department to purchase from one (1) to nine (9) types of permanency placement services for a child, as follows:

· services to legally free the child

· pre-placement planning

· recruitment/screening of a potential adoptive family

· home study evaluation of a potential adoptive family

· placement planning

· post-placement supervision

· post-finalization services

· services to return a child home

· supervision after return home.  


	Children Served 
	The purchase of these specialized services may be obtained for children under the care of the Commissioner who are considered difficult to place because of special needs.

Special needs children are those whose age, race, ethnic background, sibling relationship, medical condition and/or physical, mental or emotional handicap creates a barrier to the adoption of the child.

The purchase of such services shall be in accordance with the child’s treatment plan.


	Approval to Purchase Services
	The purchase of PPSP services is a regional office decision that must be approved by the Regional Administrator, or designee.

Note:  Two services, Recruitment/Screening and Homestudy/Evaluation, require prior involvement by the Office of Foster and Adoption Services (OFAS).  See below. 


	Core Contract Required
	A Core Contract

· is a legal, umbrella agreement between the Department and a licensed, private, child-placing agency/contractor that is in good standing with the Department.  (The agency may be licensed by Connecticut or by another state.)

· is usually written for a three-year period

· covers any number of individual service agreements which may be developed during the three-year period.

The Department

· will not make payments on individual, child specific, PPSP service agreements unless a Core Contract is in place

· cannot pay for services provided prior to the start date of the Core Contract.

If a private agency does not already have a Core Contract, the child’s Program Supervisor shall request one by contacting the PPSP liaison in the Office of Foster and Adoption Services.  The following information about the private agency is required for processing the Core Contract:

· legal name

· complete address

· contact person and telephone number

· Federal I.D. Number

· contract start date

· contract end date, if prior to the typical three-year period.


	Decision to Use PPSP to Recruit and/or Evaluate an Adoptive Family
	Before deciding to use a PPSP agency to recruit and/or evaluate an adoptive family, the child’s Social Worker must register the child on the Adoption Resource Exchange.  The OFAS will then provide the child’s Social Worker and Social Work Supervisor with DCF homestudies of prospective adoptive families.

If, after review, any of the homestudies supplied by OFAS are deemed inappropriate for the child, the child’s Social Worker shall

· complete a DCF-431, “Report of Non-Use of Adoptive Home”, for each adoptive family that is not selected 

· submit the DCF-431 to OFAS for inclusion in the family’s record and for notation in the child’s registration narrative.

If, after reasonable efforts, no prospective adoptive families have been identified as appropriate for a particular child, the child’s Social Worker

· shall document such efforts in the child’s recruitment plan

· may consider using a licensed child-placing agency that has a core contract for PPSP to assist in recruiting and/or evaluating an adoptive family.

If a PPSP agency is selected, the Social Worker is encouraged to include the OFAS adoption specialist/liaison in the initial meeting with the agency to discuss the purchase of any services, particularly when the child(ren) will need to be photolisted.

Cross-References:

· For procedures regarding the registration of children and families, see 41-40-3.1 through 41-40-3.5, “Child and Family Registrations”; and 41-40-4.1, “Photo Listing Children.”

· For procedures to write a recruitment plan, see 48-14-5, “Adoption by Non-Foster Parent”.

· For procedures in selecting an adoptive family, see 48-14-1 through 48-14-7, “Selection of Adoptive Family.”


	Referral to Private Agency
	When the decision has been made to purchase PPSP services, referral to a private agency is made through use of DCF-2060, “Child Referral, Permanency Placement Services Program”.
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