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November is National Adoption Month

November 1, 2009 at 4:10 pm by aamato

November is National Adoption Month and Gov. M. Jodi Rell Sunday said it is an important time
to celebrate the joys of adoption — both for the adopted children and for the adults who adopt.

“Over and over again, parents who adopt say that adopting their child is the most wonderful thing
they have ever done,” Rell said in a press release. “Many Connecticut families experience this joy
in their lives. Anyone who is considering adding to their family should think about adopting a
child from foster care.

“I am proud to say that our state has made great strides in encouraging adoption — advances that
have been recognized by the federal government,” the governor said. “Every child deserves a
loving and nurturing home. Adoption is a wonderful way to share something that offers
tremendous rewards for everyone involved.”

Rell has made adoption one of her top priorities and has led efforts to improve the tate’s support
for adoptions. In 2005, she established a program to help finance college education for children
adopted from foster care and another to offer families counseling assistance when needed. These
and other efforts have had an impact, and last month the federal government announced a
$511,354 grant to Connecticut for improving the number of foster care adoptions.

During State Fiscal Years 1997 to 2005, an average of 615 permanent homes (through adoptions
and subsidized guardianships) were found annually for children in foster care. In every year since,
more than 800 permanent homes were found. In 2009, there were 863 homes found, including
643 adoptions and 220 subsidized guardianships. In addition, the timeliness of adoptions also has
improved dramatically.

Since the first quarter of 2004, the percentage of children adopted within two years has more than
tripled. “Improvements have clearly been made — not just in the number of adoptions but also in
the timeliness of adoptions and the support for families who adopt,” Department of Children and
Families Commissioner Susan I. Hamilton said in the press release Sunday. “If someone is
weighing an international adoption, they should consider the advantages of adopting a child from
foster care.”

There are no legal fees involved in foster adoptions and most families who adopt a child from
foster care receive a subsidy to pay for costs of raising the child and medical insurance as well as
receive significant financial support for secondary education.

Anyone interested in learning more about becoming a foster or adoptive parent should call 1-888-
KID-HERO.
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