
As in the past projects this year will focus on child sex 
trafficking in the United States and Connecticut. For 
example, we will again talk about the Polaris Project, 
Children of the Night, GEMS, the F.B.I. and others for 
national perspectives. When we focus closer to home we’ll 
talk about the in-state work of the Connecticut Department 
of Children and Families, Love 146, the International 
Institute and the various offices of the Connecticut State’s 
Attorney. We will also talk about an added wrinkle - child 
labor. This came to us a couple of months ago when 
members were talking about the source of the school’s 

class t-shirts and sports teams’ equipment and uniforms. 
We will assign several members the task of tracing the 
production of all apparel and equipment, with an eye 
toward the use of children and unfair labor practices. Our 
findings will be outlined at a school-wide presentation. 

Photo: Kiara Baguio, a CYL member, was one of  
hundreds of students at Brien McMahon High  
who participated in our body art project about  

child labor (Norwalk, January 7, 2016).  
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Human 
Trafficking 

As you may know, members 
of the Center for Youth 
Leadership host a number 
of activities in January, 
which is National Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
Month.  

Activities, which are an 
extension of the efforts we 
lead year ‘round, include: 

1. outreach on street corners 
and storefront windows  
2. Take Back Beauty Day, 
which is when hundreds of 
students at Brien McMahon 
High in Norwalk wear red 
lipstick to raise awareness of 
the mark that pimps in Asia 
apply to girls after their first 
pay-for-sex client;  
3. classroom presentations; 
4. outreach at truck stops 
and hotels/motels;  
5. notes on ATM machines; 
and other activities. 
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