MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS
STATE OF CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES
The following excerpt is the Connecticut Statute that permits the training of non-
medically licensed people to administer medication.

Chapter 370— Section 20-14i Administration of medication by trained
persons

Any provisions to the contrary not withstanding, chapter 378 shall not prohibit the
administration of medication to persons attending day programs, or residing in
residential facilities, under the jurisdiction of the Departments of Children and
Families, Correction, Mental Retardation and Mental Health, or being detained in
juvenile detention centers, when such medication is administered by trained
persons, pursuant to the written order of a physician licensed under this
chapter, a dentist licensed under chapter 379, an advanced practice
registered nurse licensed under this chapter, a physician assistant licensed
to prescribe in accordance with section 20-94a or a physician assistant licensed
to prescribe in accordance with section 20-12d, authorized to prescribe

medication.



Department of Children and Families

Agency Regulations

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION IN DAY PROGRAMS AND
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES BY TRAINED PERSONS

Section 17a-6(g)-12. Scope of regulations

These regulations apply to the administration of medications by trained persons
in certain day programs and residential facilities as defined in Section 13 of these
regulations. For the purpose of these regulations, it is understood that medicinal
preparations being administered have been properly dispensed as prescribed by
law.

(Effective February 1, 1994)

Section 17a-6(g)-13. Definitions

(a) "Administration of medication"” means the direct application of a medication by
means other than injection to the body of a person and/or the giving of such

medication to a person.

(b) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Department of Children and
Families.

(c) "Day programs and residential facilities" means:

(1) Children's Homes or Similar Institutions, Residential Treatment Facilities,
Group Homes, and Temporary Shelters licensed by the Department under
Section 17a-145 of the Connecticut General Statutes and funded by the
Department.

(2) Department administered day programs and residential facilities with limited
availability of nursing staff designated by the Commissioner to utilize trained
persons to administer medications.

(d) "Department” means Department of Children and Families.



(e) "Medication" means drugs (excluding injectable preparations) as defined in
Chapter 418 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

(f) "Unlicensed personnel” means any person who has successfully completed a
training program approved by the department pursuant to Section 17a-6(g)-14 of
these regulations and who has been issued a certificate authorizing him to
administer medication to persons.

(9) "Licensed medical personnel" means a physician licensed under Chapter 370
of the General Statutes, a dentist licensed under Chapter 379 of the General
Statutes, a registered nurse licensed under Chapter 378 of the General Statutes,
a licensed practical nurse licensed under Chapter 378 of the General Statutes
practicing under the direction of a registered nurse and a pharmacist licensed
under Chapter 382 of the General Statutes.

(Effective February 1, 1994)

Section 17a-6(g)-14. Designation of Trained persons

(a) Unlicensed personnel in day programs and residential facilities who will be
administering medication shall successfully complete a training program which

shall be provided by the Department.

(b) Day programs and residential facilities shall designate the persons to be
trained and submit a listing of such persons to the Department.

(c) Persons to be trained must be high school graduates and/or be otherwise
qualified to participate in the training program as recommended by the director of
the day program or residential facility and approved by the Department.

Section 17a-6(g)-15. Administration of Medication Training Program

(a) The Department will provide a training program for unlicensed persons
designated by day programs and residential facilities.

(b) The Department will designate licensed medical personnel or contract with
appropriate education agencies to conduct the training program.

(c) The training program may be conducted at a central location or various
locations throughout the state.

(d) The location and frequency of the programs will be determined by the
Department based on the needs of the day programs and residential facilities
and the number and residences of the persons to be trained.

(e) The courses/curriculum content shall include but not be limited to:



PHASE | - ADMINISTRATION OF PRESCRIBED MEDICATION:
General background on drug control laws
Desired effects, side-effects, adverse reactions and interactions of medications

Assessment of adverse reactions and course of action if an adverse reaction
occurs

Error in administration of medication and course of action
Drug classification, types, dosage, and measurement
Safe storage and control of medications

Procedure for administration: right person, right medication, right dosage, right
method, right time

Physical and psychological contraindications of administration of medication
Documentation: recording of administration and of unusual signs

Supervision and consultation provided by licensed medical staff and pharmacist
Resources for further information

PHASE Il - PRACTICUM

() The Department will maintain a current listing of those persons who have
successfully completed the training program and have been authorized to
administer medications. The listing will also identify the program or facility in
which such persons are employed.

(9) Each person who successfully completes the training program shall be
provided with documentation of completion of the program. The original
documentation shall be provided to the person and copy maintained by the
Department. In addition, the Department will provide a copy to the day program
or residential facility.

Section 17a-6(g)-16. Utilization of Trained Persons to Administer
Medication

(a) Day programs and residential facilities utilizing trained persons to administer
medications shall maintain a current listing of such persons as well as a copy of
each person's authorization to administer medications.



(b) Day programs and residential facilities shall establish and maintain written
policies (in accordance with Department Licensing Regulations 17a-145-75)
including but not limited to:

(2) Instructions defining the role and responsibilities of trained persons

(2) Assuring adequate supervision of or consultation with trained persons by
licensed medical staff

(3) Assuring adequate back-up by licensed medical persons

(4) Specifying procedures for storage, access, administration and recording
medication

(5) Providing that all medications be administered in accordance with
instructions of a licensed physician or dentist

(6) Specifying procedures regarding errors and adverse reaction in
administration of medication

(c) Day programs and residential facilities shall provide continuing education on
Administration of Medication to Trained Person Staff Members.

(d) Medications to be administered by trained persons shall be ordered and
administered in pre-packaged unit doses if available from the pharmacy
supplying medications to the day program or residential facility.

Section 17a-145-75. Health and medical treatment. Administration of first
aid. Prescription medication. Administration of medicine or treatment.
Written records. Storage of drugs, medicines, and instruments. Sick room,
telephone.

(a) The facility shall provide for the health and medical treatment needs of
children by having a written plan which specifies the arrangements for the
provision of preventive, routine, elective and emergency medical care. The
facility shall provide or arrange for qualified medical care for its residents,
including medical emergency treatment, on a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week basis.

(b) There shall be written policies and procedures, reviewed by a physician at
least quarterly, for the administration of first-aid; care of residents with minor
illnesses, injuries or special conditions; and for the administration or use by
residents of patent medicines.

(c) The facility shall only permit prescription medication to be administered to a
child upon the written order of a licensed physician who has examined the child
in an appropriate manner for the condition and its treatment. Orders for



prescription medication should be reviewed at intervals appropriate for that child
and his/her treatment, as specified in writing by a physician, and at least
quarterly.

(d) The facility shall permit only staff who have been fully instructed in the proper
administration, expected and untoward effects, and contraindications to continue
administration of a prescribed medicine or treatment to administer that medicine
or treatment. The facility shall have a written policy specifying the criteria used for
designating staff to administer medication and a written plan for training staff.
The facility shall maintain a current, written roster of staff designated to
administer medication. There shall be periodic reviews and updating of staff's
knowledge about medication and other treatments and their administration.

(e) A written record shall be kept of the administration of all prescriptive and non-
prescriptive medicine to a resident, identifying the medicine and dosage, time of
administration and the person who administered the medicine.

(f) All drugs, medicines and medical instruments shall be kept in a locked cabinet
accessible only to designated staff members. A resident may keep and
administer prescribed medicines himself only with the written approval of a
physician and the agreement of designated staff that this practice would not be a
risk for other children in residence.

(9) The facility shall ensure that residents, in the event of sickness have an area
which is comfortable, safe and allows appropriate privacy.

(h) A telephone with posted emergency medical and poison information numbers
shall be available in all health care areas.



