
 STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
July 14, 2009 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS 
PRESENT: Dr. Irv. Jennings, Co-Chair; Virginia Del Monaco, Co-Chair; Molly Cole, Ivy Farinella, 

Robyn Hoffman, Catherine Holahan, Laurie Landry, Patricia Lorenson, Maureen Price-
Boreland, Barbara Sheldon and Commissioner Susan Hamilton 

 
MEMBERS 
ABSENT: Pamela Ferguson, Joseph Marino, and Valentin Rosario 

 
 
OTHERS: Pamela Trotman, OPM; Fernando Muniz, DCF and Josh Howroyd, DCF 
 
 
Welcome 
New member Robyn Hoffman introduced herself, she is Nurse Practitioner with Family & Children's 
Aid in Danbury, and she is also a family mentor.  Kim Tait, is a DCF mentee who is shadowing 
Commissioner Hamilton at this meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the June meeting were approved. 
 
Legislative Update 
Josh Howroyd passed out a report on the past Legislative session. He noted that most of the DCF 
children-related issues have been dealt with and the continuing Special Session is mainly discussing 
budget issues. 
 
Highlights of the discussion: 
 

 The bill related to the State Advisory Council (SAC) and the Legislative Program Review 
Investigation Committee's (LPRIC) recommendations did not include any proposal to eliminate 
the Children's Behavioral Health Advisory Committee (CBHAC). 

 
 There was clarification on the SAC membership: two people aged 18 and 25 served by DCF 

and one attorney with expertise in children and youth issues.  Fernando noted that 
historically it has been difficult for youth members to attend SAC meetings because they are 
usually in school during the day.  However, we will continue to attempt to recruit youth 
members and possibly offer some type of "mentoring" with an existing SAC member so the 
youth feel more comfortable. 

 
 The Department shall provide resources to the SAC, however there is no budget allotted for 

these expenses. 
 

 New duties assigned to SAC: 
o To assist in development of reviewing, and commenting on DCF's strategic plan 
o To receive quarterly reports from the Commissioner concerning the department's 

progress in carrying out the strategic plan 
o To independently monitor the department's progress in achieving the strategic plan's 

goals 
o To offer the department assistance and an outside perspective to help it achieve its 

goals. 



 
 This Act requires the council to hold its meetings at locations that facilitate public participation.  

It was noted that this past year the SAC attempted to hold meetings around the state but the 
attendance was extremely poor.  It was also noted that it is more about accessibility and not 
actual geographical location.   It was agreed that the CAFAP location is central and therefore 
the meetings will continue to be held at this location. 

 
Chair & Vice Chair Elections 
A ballot vote was held.   Molly Cole is the new Chair of the SAC and Barbara Sheldon is the Vice 
Chair. 
 
Future Meeting Schedule 
It was agreed to change the August date from the 3rd to the 10th  as the meetings would be too close.  
The meeting will be held at DCF Central Office. 
The rest of this year's meeting schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday, September 9 (Monday, 9/7 is a state holiday) @ CAFAP 
Monday, October 5 @ DCF Central Office 
Monday, November 2 @ CAFAP 
Monday, December 7 @ CAFAP 
 
Other Business 
There was a discussion around the new strategic plan and structure.  Commissioner explained that we 
are moving forward on the new structure but it maybe predicated on the budget.  At this present time 
DCF is working to reclassify staff in order to fill the new Service Area Director and the vacant Area 
Office Director positions.  Bureau Chief June Wiehn of the Bureau of Adoption and Interstate 
Compact has retired, the bureau is no longer a separate bureau, and most of the functions have been 
absorbed into the Bureau of Child Welfare.  Quality Improvement Bureau Chief Dr. Lou Ando has 
retired; his position has been filled by Dr. Brett Rayford.  Dr. Rayford had been the Bureau Chief of 
Adolescent and Transitional Services; however that bureau has been absorbed in part by Child Welfare 
Bureau and the Bureau of Quality Improvement.  Other positions left vacant by retirement are being 
handled by existing staff who have "stepped up to the plate" to ensure the work continues. 
 
The proposed closing of Riverview and High Meadows are still on the table as well as the proposed 
move of Juvenile Services to Court Support Services Division (CSSD).  DCF backs the Governor's 
plan and will do what is necessary when a budget is passed. 
 
The Mental Health Block Grant will be sent to members for their review and comments.  Fernando 
requested that all comments be sent to him by Friday, July 24 so he can pull them together to send to 
CBHAC by July 31st. 
 
Commissioner Hamilton gave out a document entitled " Policy Review: Through the Lens of 
Institutional Racism".  This is a tool that is used by the Breakthrough Series on Risk and Safety 
Assessment to ensure that racism/bias is not present in policies.  Commissioner Hamilton would like 
feedback as to whether or not the SAC feel this is a tool that they should apply to their policy reviews. 
 
Next Meeting: August  10, 2009- Please note new date  
   9:00-11:00 a.m.  
   DCF Central Office - Please note change in location 
   505 Hudson Street 
   Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

 


