
 

Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
(CBHAC) 

 
Thirty one appointed members 

(Fifty-one percent to be parents) 
28 appointments filled, currently three vacancies 

Statewide Advisory Council appointments currently one vacancies  
Legislative appointments one vacancy 
Governor's appointment no vacancies 

 
Appointments. By State Advisory Council: 

Co-Chair: Dave Tompkins (01/06/06-02/04/11), Lolli Ross (02/04/05-02/04/09),   
Grace Nelson (10/07/05-10/07/09), Sincilina Beckett, Patricia Gaylord, Darcy Lowell, Norma Irving, Neil Quatrano, 

Tabor Napiello and Debbie McCusker (09/06/07 – 09/06/09) Karen Smith, Co-Chair: Doriana M. Vicedomini, (02/28/2008 
- 02/28/2010) Mary Martinez, George McDonald (10/08/2008 - 10/08/2010) Mary Held (03/31/2009 - 03/31/2011)  

 
Governor’s Appointments: 

 Parent-Cathy Adamczyk, Provider-Cara Westcott (08/11/05-11/03/10) 
 

Legislative Appointments: 
Pres. Pro Tempore Appt. Donald Williams - Margaret (Peggy) Ayer (08/15/05-08/15/09), Speaker of the House Appt. Christopher 

Donovan - John McGann (12/14/05-06/30/10), Maj. Leader of the Senate Appt. Martin Looney-Chet Brodnicki (08/09/05 – 
08/09/09), Min. Leader of the Senate Appt. John McKinney-Marcy Kane (04/07/05-06/30/10), Min. Leader of the House Larry 
Cafero - M. Jeffry Spahr (09/03/09-06/30/2011) Maj. Leader of the House Appt. Denise Merrill - Robert Franks (02/20/09 - 

06/30/2010) 
 

State Department Commissioner Designees: 
 Department of Children and Families - Tim Marshall, Department of Social Services - Vacant,  

Department of Education - Scott Newgass, Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services - Nikki Richer,  
Department of Developmental Services-Steven, Zuckerman  

 
Court Support Services, Chief Court Administrator Designee - Cathy Foley Geib 

 
Office of Protection and Advocacy, Executive Director Designee - Rachel Sherman  

 
 
 

 
Meeting Minutes from October 2, 2009 

 
 
Appointed Members in Attendance: 
Cathy Adamczyk, Margaret (Peggy) Ayer, Sincilina Beckett, Norma Irving, Marcy Kane, Darcy Lowell, 
Mary Martinez, Debbie McCusker, George McDonald, Joan McGann, Tabor Napiello, Nikki Richer, Rachel 
Sherman, Karen Smith, Jeffry M. Spahr, Dave Tompkins, Doriana M. Vicedomini, Cara Westcott, Steven 
Zuckerman  
 
Excused Appointed Members:  
Tim Marshall, Robert Franks, Cathy Foley Geib, Neil Quatrano 
 
Unexcused Appointed Members: 
Lolli Ross, Patricia Gaylord, Grace Nelson, Scott Newgass, Chet Brodnicki  
 
 
Members of the Public in Attendance: 
Susan Williamson, Gabrielle Hall, Lesbia Martinez, Neva Caldwell, Allyson Nadeau, Margaret Roberson, 
Wanda Roberson, Hal Gibber, Monique Armour, Slocun Melodiz, Lynn Roberson, Laura Hadder, Martha 
Miller, Lakisha Henry, Brenetta Henry, Nancy Dumoint, Virginia Gerena, Yadirah Haddock, Tawana 
Bourne, Samantha Forbes, Jessica Morneault, Timothy Bowles, Alma Vazquez  
 



Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
(CBHAC) 

Mission: The mission of CBHAC is to promote and enhance the provision of behavioral health services 
for all children in the State of Connecticut. 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Co-chair, Dave Tompkins – 10:18 am 
 
 Co-chairs report:  
Dave Tompkins and Doriana Vicedomini 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Discussion and planning session focused on effective integration with SAC - Molly Cole  
 

o Goal is to work together (CBHAC and SAC)  
o Role of SAC has expanded -  

o Monitoring the strategic plan for the agency 
o Systematic policy review - every policy will be rounded to the SAC for review   
o Working Meeting every other month - October meeting will be our working meeting 

(October 19, 2009 at The Connecticut Association of Foster and Adoptive Parents 
(CAFAP) from 9-11AM and 11-12PM is a citizen review meeting 

o Commissioner will come to every other meeting 
o CBHAC members are welcomed to attend the State Advisory meetings  
o Suggestion to be more unified in making recommendations  

 
Dave Tompkins: suggestion for a new meeting format for our monthly meetings  
 

o Formal business meeting (every other month) after; 
o Work group meeting (every other month) 
o Two members will be alternating to attend every State Advisory Meeting 
o Our bylaws state that every CBHAC member's primary role is to serve in a sub-committee  

 
Motion accepted to change the CBHAC meeting format - one month would be our business meeting and 
the other month we will have a short 30 minute meeting following the work group sub-committees 
meetings.   
 
Working CBHAC Meetings:  
November 
January 
March 
May  
 
DCF update - budgetary impact on Children's Behavioral Health services and DCF Legislative 
agenda for the 2010 session - Brian Mattiello  
 

2009 Acts Affecting the Department of Children and Families 
 

Public Act 09-96 -  H.B. No. 5915 an Act Concerning "Stuck Kids"  
Prepare an annual report regarding cases of all children and youth in DCF care during the previous 
calendar year and report the number and age of those: 

1) living in a psychiatric hospital or out of state treatment center, their average length of stay, the 
number who have overstayed their estimated placement time and analysis of the reasons for the 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c/o Department of Children & Families 
505 Hudson Street - 8th Floor 

2

Hartford, CT  06106 
Attn: Lorena Emanuel  

Phone:  (860) 550-6538      Fax:  (860) 566-8022 



Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
(CBHAC) 

out of state placements and overstays;  
2) who have run away or are homeless, the number of days each has been a runaway or homeless, 

and an analysis of the trends relating to runaways and homelessness;  
3) who have a permanency plan of another planned permanency living arrangement and an analysis 

of the trends relating to permanency plans; and 
4) Who have refused DCF services and an analysis of the trends relating to participation in services.  

 
Public Act 09-115 - S.B. No. 301 an Act Concerning Health Insurance Coverage for Autism Spectrum 
Disorders 
 
For More information, you can contact The Office of Healthcare Advocate at: 
http://www.ct.gov/oha/site/default.asp
 
Public Act 09-194 - H.B. No. 6419 an Act Concerning Policies, Practices and Procedures for the 
Department of Children and Families and a Pilot Program to Increase Public Access to Juvenile 
Proceedings  
 

o Pilot program to increase public access to juvenile court 
 
Public Act 09-205 - S. B. No. 877 an Act Implementing the Recommendations of the Program Review 
and Investigations Committee Concerning the Department of Child and Families  
 

1) DCF to develop and regularly update a single comprehensive strategic plan 
2) Work with the State Advisory Council on Children and Families (SAC) with respect to modification 

to the r oversight and advisory role.  
3) Formally establish advisory groups for each facility operated by the Department and produce an 

annual report for each facility.  
4) Develop mechanism to respond to the Governor and the General Assembly in writing within 90 

days when cited in an office of the Child Advocate report  
 
 
Public Act 09-232 H.B. No. 6678 an Act Concerning Revisions to the Department of Public Health 
Licensing Statutes  
 

o This act exempts programs licensed or funded by DCF from the Office of Health Care Access's 
(OHCA) Certificate of Need (CON) process. 

 
Public Act 09-242 - S.B. No. 110 An act Concerning Sexual Activity between School Workers and 
Students and including school Superintendents as Mandated reporters of child abuse or neglect  
 

o Foster parents along with training for school superintendents are now required to be mandated 
reporters   

 
DCF Budget Highlights 
 
Examples: Major Reduction Include:  
1). Reinvention Savings 
2.) Discontinued fund for the evaluation of Behavioral Health Partnership @ $100.000.  
3) Adjustment in funding level for the development of wrap-around services in support of Behavioral 
Health Partnership totaling $2.2 million.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c/o Department of Children & Families 
505 Hudson Street - 8th Floor 

3

Hartford, CT  06106 
Attn: Lorena Emanuel  

Phone:  (860) 550-6538      Fax:  (860) 566-8022 

http://www.ct.gov/oha/site/default.asp


Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
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Examples of Expansions or Transfers Include:  
o Expansion of Care Coordination for Families in the geographic area served by DCF's New Haven 

Metro, Bridgeport and Norwalk/ Stamford offices @ $240,000.  
 
Examples of Budget-Related Issues:  

o Status of High Meadows and the 4 positions related to Medicaid Cert. For DCF facilities 
 Budget implemented bills  

 Some Legislatures have been opposed to the closing of High Meadows 
 

o Raise the Age Implications 
o Transfer of BH and JJ functions and mandates 

 
Examples of Bonding Items: 

o CJTS alterations and renovations to accommodate Raise the Age @ $8 million  
 
 
Girl's facility will open in Bridgeport 

 Site has been selected 
 A plan has been developed  

 
Dave Tompkins: Next meeting we can have someone give us an update on the new Bridgeport 
program. 
 
 

DCF Legislative Issues 
210 Sessions 

 
Anticipated Department Initiatives: 

• Disclosure of and access to DCF records including sharing of information with sister agencies, 
foster parents and the public 

• Differential response enabling legislation 
• New interstate compact on the placement of children 
• Education stability legislation 
• Technical corrections and elimination of obsolete statutes 

 
Anticipated Legislative Issues: 

• Child protection legal framework changes 
• Carve outs of agency mandates (prevention, BH, JJ) 
• Reporting requirements (complex case, child specific outcomes in contracts, ect.) 
• Cross-reporting 
• Runaway and homeless  youth 
• Further contract and procurement reforms 
• Executive branch reforms/streamlining 
• Youth transitioning to DHMAS  

 
 
Tabor Napiello:  
The care coordination contract agencies have not gotten their allocation amounts yet.  Please be aware 
that flex funds are not free flowing as of yet.  
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Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
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Nominations Committee 
Marcy Kane 
 
Update: We forwarded for request of re-nominations to the State Advisory Council and still awaiting 
a response.  We are looking for applications and I would like to send out an e-mail to all Systems of 
Care.  
 
Dave Tompkins: Please note that the DCF Commissioner, Sue Hamilton, has responded that there 
is not conflict of interest with any member or any individual in the state who wants to be on CHBAC 
who is receiving any block grant funds.  
 
Mental Health Block Grant  
Peggy Ayer/ Karen Smith 

 
No recommendations 
 

Local System of Care  
Tabor Napiello/ Hal Gibber 

 
In order to improve communication to our collaboratives:  
Who is willing to take on the role and be on a formal list to be a representative and to bring back 
information back to heir systems of care?  
 
Recommendations for Annual Report to the Statewide Advisory Council (SAC) to the 
Commissioner of the CT Department of Children and Families (DCF)  
 
The subcommittee recommends that the State Advisory Commission continue its support of the local 
systems of care. These systems are administered and supported by collaborative partnerships which will 
remain competent and capable infrastructures comprised of multiple stakeholders.  The collaboratives 
remain dedicated to Systems of Care principles including culturally competent, community based services, 
family driven, youth informed, strength based and individualized care planning and service delivery. 
 
Wraparound as a family centered care practice provides great support and direction to a statewide 
approach to system of care.  Our subcommittee recommends the ongoing development and support to a 
free-standing, self-governed statewide collaborative association whose mission, vision and governance 
structure will be self determined by the collaboratives themselves as managed by parent and professional 
co-chairs and supported by family, professionals, and natural or community support representatives.  The 
priority tasks of individual systems of care include but are not limited to: enhancing communication, 
sharing of best practices, training, and sustainability. 
 
Our committee recommends continued quarterly statewide meetings to include high interest training 
topics and special projects. Sample trainings include: 

1. Early Identification and Prevention 
2. Services for Youth on the Autism Spectrum and support to their Families 
3. Juvenile Justice and Diversion 
4. Youth in Transition 
5. Adequacy of and access to Comprehensive Community Based services 

 
Other issues for us to follow and discuss include: 
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1. Full Implementation of Systems of Care across the State 
2. Improved Child Welfare and Behavioral Health specialized Foster Care services 
3. Cultural Competency and the Elimination of Gaps in Services 
4. Grantsmanship to support coordinated Outreach and Training and Enhanced Communication in 

support of Policy Development and our work with the legislature 
5. Support for continuation of statewide Transformation efforts including Wraparound, Workforce 

Development and the QuIC 
6. Adaptation and use of Results Based Accountability and improved Data Collection to demonstrate 

CBHAC’s commitment to funding quality services producing good outcomes and redirecting 
limited resources elsewhere as indicated 

7. Support for the implementation of a statewide Differential Response System. 
 
Improved collaboration with the SAC is a positive suggestion to support the important work of both 
groups. 
 

Multiculturalism   
 

Behavioral Health Services – BHP Interface  
Hal Gibber/ Marcy Kane 
 
List of Issues to bring back to CBHAC: 

• Collaboration of interest between CBHAC and SAC and a closer connection between both 
groups 

• CBHAC benefits from families and representative from all the state agencies 
• Assists the chairs in putting together two reports that need to be submitted to the State 

Advisory committee on an Annual basis 
• Collaborate with State wide systems of care subcommittee  

 
 

Ad Hoc Committee Reports 
 
 Transitioning Youth Initiatives 
 
No recommendations 

 
Announcement:  next meeting we will have 30 minute co-chair report and then brake up into 
our sub-committees.  
 
 

*Orientation is available every month at 9:30am before the CBHAC meeting at the 
cafeteria 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:14PM 
 
Meeting notes respectfully submitted by Lorena Emanuel 
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