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Flag Retreat Ceremony on May 20th
The Mystic Flag Committee will be hosting a Flag Retreat Ceremony for the Legion of Valor on May 20th at 5 pm in downtown Mystic at Liberty Pole Square.  The general public is welcome to attend.  The Legion of Valor will be holding their 121st reunion in Mystic, Connecticut from May 18 through May 22, 2011.
Organized in 1890, the Legion of Valor is our Nation’s oldest Veteran Service Organization. Membership is offered to recipients of our country’s highest awards for valor in combat, The Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross or the Air Force Cross. Membership is not based upon educational attainment, economic, or social status but is based solely on the heroism of the medal recipient. 

The following heroes and their families will be among those in attendance at this year’s reunion and will be present at the Flag Retreat Ceremony: 


Colonel Philip J. Conran (then Major)—Received the Air Force Cross for extraordinary heroism in military operations against an opposing armed force as Aircraft Commander of a CH-3E helicopter at a classified location in Southeast Asia on 6 October 1969. On that date, while attempting to rescue the crew of a downed helicopter, Major Conran's aircraft was hit by intense hostile ground fire and he was forced to make a crash landing in the vicinity of the other aircraft. Once on the ground, he successfully evacuated his aircraft and assumed a major role in defending the crash site against an overwhelming hostile force until rescue was possible six hours later. Through his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship, and aggressiveness in the face of hostile fire, Major Conran reflected the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.  Colonel Conran joined the Legion of Valor in 1970 and resides in Southern California. He is the Legion of Valor Adjutant.


Lusi E. Fonseca, JR --The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the NAVY CROSS to Hospitalman Apprentice Lusi E. Fonseca, JR. for extraordinary heroism as Corpsman, Amphibious Assault Vehicle Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marines, Task Force TARAWA, 1 Marine Expeditionary Force in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM on 23 March 2003. During Company C's assault and seizure of the Saddam Canal Bridge, five casualties resulted when an amphibious assault vehicle was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade. Without concern for his own safety, Hospitalman Apprentice Fonseca braved small arms, machine gun, and intense rocket-propelled grenade fire to evacuate the wounded Marines from the burning amphibious assault vehicle. Establishing a casualty collection point inside the unit's medical evacuation amphibious assault vehicle, he calmly and methodically stabilized two casualties with lower limb amputations by applying tourniquets and administering morphine. Hospitalman Apprentice Fonseca continued to treat and care for the wounded until his vehicle was rendered immobile by enemy fire. Under a wall of enemy machine gun fire, he directed the movement of four casualties from the damaged vehicle by organizing litter teams from available Marines. He personally carried one critically wounded Marine over open ground to another vehicle. Following a deadly artillery barrage, he again exposed himself to enemy fire to treat wounded Marines along the perimeter. His timely and effective care undoubtedly saved the lives of numerous casualties. By his outstanding display of decisive leadership, unlimited courage in the face of heavy enemy fire, and utmost devotion to duty, Hospitalman Apprentice Fonseca reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. Mr. Fonseca joined the Legion of Valor in 2006 as a LIFE MEMBER and resides in North Carolina.

Major Kurt Chew-Een Lee (then First Lieutenant)—Received the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism as Commanding Officer of a Machine-Gun Platoon of Company B, First Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division (Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in Korea, on 2 and 3 November 1950. Immediately taking countermeasures when a numerically superior enemy force fiercely attacked his platoon and overran its left flank during the defense of strategic terrain commanding approaches to the main supply route south of Sudong, first Lieutenant Lee boldly exposed himself to intense hostile automatic weapons, grenade and sniper small-arms fire to carry out a personal reconnaissance, well in advance of his own lines, in order to redeploy the machine-gun posts within the defensive perimeter. Momentarily forced back by extremely heavy opposition, he quickly reorganized his unit and, instructing his men to cover his approach, bravely moved up an enemy held slope in a deliberate attempt to draw fire and thereby disclose hostile troop positions. Despite serious wounds sustained as he pushed forward, First Lieutenant Lee charged directly into the face of the enemy fire and, by his dauntless fighting spirit and resourcefulness, served to inspire other members of his platoon to heroic efforts in pressing a determined counterattack and driving the hostile forces from the sector. His outstanding courage, brilliant leadership and unswerving devotion to duty were contributing factors in the success achieved by his company and reflect the highest credit upon First Lieutenant Lee and the United States Naval Service.  Major Lee is a life member and resides in Virginia.


Captain Gordon Mansfield received the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Captain Mansfield distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 4 February 1968 as commanding officer of an airborne infantry company on a search and clear operation near Hai Lang. When his company came under devastating enemy fire, he immediately maneuvered his elements into positions for an attack. Receiving word that one platoon had been pinned down by enemy automatic weapons fire, he led a second platoon into position for a frontal assault upon the enemy. When the attack stalled in the face of ravaging fire, he led five men to the enemy's flank. With complete disregard for his personal safety, he led a savage charge upon the enemy position that completely destroyed it. Captain Mansfield repeatedly exposed himself to enemy weapons fire to evacuate his wounded men. While moving the casualties to safety, he was seriously wounded. Refusing aid, he continued to direct the evacuation of the wounded and coordinated with an adjoining company for aid. Only when he was certain that his men were safe did he agree to his own evacuation. Captain Mansfields's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

Captain Barry Gasdek received the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Captain Gasdek distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 22 September 1968 while commanding an infantry company during a combat sweep near Duong Da. When his unit came under intense enemy fire, Captain Gasdek exposed himself to the hail of bullets to encourage his men, fire his weapon and hurl hand grenades at the aggressors. Informed there was an armored cavalry, troop nearby that could assist him, he took two men and went to direct the armored personnel carriers to the battle site. As he returned with the carriers, they came under accurate small arms and mortar fire which wounded him in the leg. Despite his painful injury, he continued on to his men and organized the evacuation of the wounded to the tracks. Carrying the most seriously injured man on his back, he crawled more than a hundred meters through a muderous barrage to the vehicles and placed him in the medic track. He then returned to his unit to make sure all casualties were evacuated and gather weapons and radios to keep the enemy from capturing them. When one of his radio operators was killed and the other wounded, Captain Gasdek administered first aid to the injured man and carried the radio equipment himself. He next directed helicopter fire ten to twenty-five meters from his position, enabling his men to withdraw and establish a night location. The following morning he led an attack on the enemy, forcing the aggressors from the area. During the engagement he received a shrapnel wound in the back, but again refused evacuation to remain with his troops. Captain Gasdek's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.


Colonel Roger Dimsdale (then Captain), Infantry, United States Army, Company B, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry, 198th Light Infantry Brigade, America Division received the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam: Captain Dimsdale distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 13 September 1968 while commanding an infantry company and cavalry troop on a search and clear operation near the village of Quang Ngai. An estimated reinforced North Vietnamese Army battalion occupying well entrenched positions unleashed a devastating attack with rockets, recoilless rifles, automatic weapons and small arms on Captain Dimsdale's advancing force. Several armored personnel carriers were hit by rocket-propelled grenades in the initial barrage. Quickly regrouping his unit, Captain Dimsdale led an assault against the aggressors. Seeing an enemy soldier jump into a trench, he fearlessly charged and killed him with a hand grenade. Suddenly the communists opened up on one flank with a heavy concentration of grenades and automatic weapons fire. Captain Dimsdale was painfully wounded by shrapnel, but refused treatment and charged the hostile position. Maneuvering through the withering hail of enemy fire, he tossed a grenade into the bunker which killed three North Vietnamese and made it possible for his men to continue their advance. As the enemy began to withdraw, he again maneuvered through the hostile fire to help carry the wounded from the battlefield and supervised their evacuation. When contact was broken he set up a night position, submitting to treatment for his own injuries only after security was established. Captain Dimsdale's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

Additional information about the Legion of Valor or the reunion is available at
www.legionofvalor.org 
To set up interviews with the above mentioned individuals, please contact Colonel Roger Dimsdale at r.dimsdale@att.net.
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