Stand Down “Connecticut Cares” 
Friday September 18, 2009 at CT Veterans Home, Rocky Hill
Every year, the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs conducts a full day event called “Stand Down” to provide free assistance and service information to homeless and indigent veterans of our state.  This year’s event is scheduled for Friday September 18, 2009 from 7 am to 3 pm on the grounds of the Connecticut Veterans’ Home in Rocky Hill.  

Many state agencies and community programs volunteer their services to homeless and indigent veterans at Stand Down.  This year we expect over 1000 needy veterans to use services from the State of Connecticut Agencies, veterans’ organizations, community nonprofit organizations, corporations and others. As you can imagine this event is a Herculean task and involves hundreds of volunteers providing a myriad of healthcare, personal and counseling services to veterans.  

 The Connecticut Transit through the CONNDOT provides free transportation from stops all across the state for veterans who need Stand Down services.  The Judicial Department sets up court for a day at our facility and Superior Court judges work with state prosecutors and public defenders to work through misdemeanor offenses and other legal matters for homeless and indigent veterans with legal impediments to their lives.  The Department of Social Services and the federal Social Security office have counselors on site to help veterans apply for disability and other state and federal benefits.   The Department of Labor offers employment and training assistance.  The Department of Veterans’ Affairs Office of Advocacy and Assistance will assist in applications and appeals for federal and state veteran’s benefits.  The Motor Vehicle Department brings their licensing van and officials who can reinstate drivers’ licenses or clear problems for nominal fees. Volunteers from the Yale School of Medicine, UConn Dental School and Connecticut Lions, and other heath care professionals offer health screenings, treatment of dental needs, and eye exams for any who wish such services.  Our most popular services depend on community volunteers who prepare and serve meals, provide haircuts, offer clothing and personal supplies, and most of all, give their thanks to those who have served.   As you can imagine this event is a Herculean task and involves hundreds of volunteers providing a myriad of healthcare, personal and counseling services to veterans.  

We need your help!  Financial donations defray unwaiverable fees and other unrecoverable costs.  Checks may be made out to: Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Stand Down Account. 287 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067  Attn: Catherine Cook, Director of Community Affairs (phone 860-721-5826) OR you may send in Gift Cards for $20  to Walmart, Kmart or Target Stores which will be distributed to needy veterans for necessary items.  NO used clothing will be accepted. 
Please go to www.ct.gov/ctva and click on Stand Down for volunteer application forms, pre-registration forms for needy veterans and other information about Stand Down 2008.  







