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Students Win Statewide Conn. Veterans Day Parade Essay Contest

Public Invited to Special Ceremony at State Capitol Bldg. on Monday, October 27 at 4 p.m.

HARTFORD, CONN., October 24, 2008 – Lexie Farkash, an 8th grader from Wallingford, Conn. is the First Place winner in a statewide essay contest which asked students “Why should we honor veterans?”
Lexie, an 8th grader at Dag Hammarskjold Middle School in Wallingford and a CCD student at Holy Trinity School in Wallingford, won the 2008 Connecticut Veterans Day Parade’s student essay contest, which is presented by The Navy League of the United States – Hartford Council and the State of Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs. As the First Place winner, she will ride in a vehicle in the Connecticut Veterans Day Parade on Sunday, Nov. 2 in Hartford. In recognition of her achievement, she also will receive an American flag that has flown over the State Capitol Building.
Two Runners-Up were selected for this contest. They are Kim Wolkon, an 8th grader at East Hartford Middle School, and Cora Mandy, also an 8th grader at Dag Hammarskjold Middle School in Wallingford and a CCD student at Holy Trinity School in Wallingford.
All three winners will be honored at a ceremony on Monday, October 27 at 4 p.m. in the Connecticut State Capitol Building’s Hall of Flags. WDRC personality Brad Davis, a champion of the Connecticut Veterans Day Parade since its establishment in 2000, will emcee the ceremony and be joined by Commissioner Linda Schwartz of the Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs. During the awards ceremony, Lexie, Kim and Cora will read their essays on “Why We Should We Honor Veterans?”

The Navy League of the United States – Hartford Council and the State of Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs sponsored this special project to encourage middle school students to learn more about the heroism and importance of American servicemen and women throughout our nation’s history. The contest was open to all Connecticut 6th, 7th and 8th graders. A panel of judges selected the winner and the runners-up.
The Connecticut Veterans Day Parade – the biggest veterans day parade in all of New England will take place in Hartford on Sunday, November 2. Close to 4,000 marchers have already signed up for the ninth annual “Connecticut Veterans Day Parade. It will step off at 1 p.m. near the Connecticut State Capitol Building in Hartford and proceed for 1.26 miles through the Downtown area.
The parade will kick off with the entire University of Connecticut Marching Band. The procession will feature more than 20 other college, high school and middle school marching bands, fife & drum and pipe & drum corps, and drill teams, including the Central Connecticut State University Blue Devils Marching Band. 

-More-
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The parade’s final unit will be a Salute to Women in the Military, since 2008 is the 60th anniversary of President Truman’s signing of the U.S. Women's Armed Services Integration Act. Many active and veteran servicewomen will march or ride and be led by a female color guard. The act authorized regular and reserve status for women in the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps. Before then, and except for nurses, women could not serve in the regular forces in peacetime. Today, about 200,000 women serve on active duty and make up 14 percent of the force; about 225,000 women serve in the reserve components and comprise 15.5 percent of their strength.
Special parade features will include fly-overs by military aircraft and a tolling of church bells and Moment of Silence when the parade will pause in observance of veterans who died while serving their country, followed by the singing of the National Anthem. Volunteers will hand out American flags to spectators, and sell 2008 commemorative Parade lapel pins at $3 apiece or two for $5. Proceeds will help to pay for parade operations.

The parade will be preceded at 12noon by a Wreath-Laying Ceremony to remember veterans at the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Arch at Jewell St. and Trinity St. in Hartford’s Bushnell Park, featuring a Color Guard and the Manchester Regional Police & Fire Pipe Band. The Bushnell Park Carousel will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Connecticut Veterans Day Parade honors the dedication and sacrifices of servicemen and women from all U.S. conflicts, and offers the state’s residents the opportunity to express their thanks. This year, as the nation also observes the 90th anniversary of the end of World War I, and the 200th anniversary of the Connecticut Second Company Governor’s Horse Guard, the parade promises to be most memorable.

All veterans who want to march in the Sunday, November 2 “Connecticut Veterans Day Parade” should visit www.ctveteransdayparade.org or call (860) 724-2649 ext. 23. People who want to volunteer to help at the event can register there as well.
-Winning Student Essays Follow on Next Pages-
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    First Place Student Essay Contest

Why Should We Honor Veterans?

Lexie Farkash, 8th grade

Holy Trinity School CCD

Dag Hammarskjold Middle School

Wallingford, Conn.
“Nooo!”  “Bam!”  “Boom!”  The moans of the dying and shrieks of snipers pollutes the air.  Thousands, nay, millions have given up their lives, or perhaps their families, houses, and sometimes their sanity.  We, as a country, have those men & women to thank for the free country we live in today.

So very many people have given up everything.  They don’t have their comfy, soft beds from Sleepy’s® the privilege of being able to get up in the night to check on their sleeping newborn, or go & stop at McDonalds on the way home from work.  These people are so selfless that they would willingly give up their lives in order for the rest of the USA to live our lives.

Vietnam, WW II, the Civil War, etc.  If we didn’t have men & women willing to sacrifice their lives for us, where would our country, maybe even the rest of the world, be today?  WW I, the Revolutionary War, Iraq.  All of these have been terrible, bloody & devastating.  All the people who have died in these deserve to be mentioned.  Their lives, family, sanity.  Shouldn’t we give one day, ONE day out of 365 to them?  A day honoring them isn’t much compared to the crippling pain – physical, mental, or both – that all these millions of men & women went through?

Why should we honor veterans on Veterans’ Day?  Perhaps the fact that we owe our lives to them will convince you.

-End-
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    Runner Up Student Essay Contest

Veterans Essay

Kim Wolkon, 8th grade

East Hartford Middle School

East Hartford, Conn.
When asked, “Should we honor veterans?” the only answer that comes to mind is, YES.  When asked, “Why should we honor them?” the answer is because these men and women risked and still are risking their lives for their country and its people.  We should honor them because of their bravery, their self-sacrifice, and for protecting us.  They fight in wars, help after disasters, and do so much for their country; we cannot just let that slide.  We should thank them.  Thank them for all they have done, to help better our lives, to preserve our freedoms, and keep our homes safe.  Veterans are heroes, and they should be treated as such.  I remember a saying, “treat others how you wish to be treated” and I think we should treat the veterans how we would want to be treated if we were them.  So, that is why, to me, respecting and honoring them is the right thing to do.  Over this past summer, my family and I went to Washington D.C. and we saw all the different memorials.  All the statues, carvings in marble, fountains, and people there, reading the names, looking for the names of loved ones.  It was nice to see what had been done in memory of the wars and the people who had fought and died in them.  It was also sad that so many people had died.  Millions of people had risked and gave their lives fighting for their country, and millions still do.  All these millions of people, veterans, are honored as heroes of the past who helped make and keep safe where we are today.  I’m truly grateful for all the past and present, and even future veterans for what they’ve done, what they do, and what they will do; to be called veterans is a tribute to what deeds they did in the name of their country, to save and protect it.  Veterans are really heroes, and November 11th is a well-deserved holiday, let’s all celebrate and remember all veterans.  They should always be honored and remembered.

-End-
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    Runner Up Student Essay Contest

“Why Should We Honor Veterans?”

Cora Mandy, 8th grade

Holy Trinity School CCD

Dag Hammarskjold Middle School

Wallingford, Conn.
“Extra, extra!  Read all about it!  Seventeen killed and fifteen wounded in a street bombing!”  Everyday we hear stories similar to this on the news.  Who are these people?  They are veterans of war.

Every day as Americans, we take for granted rights that were given to us; rights that veterans have fought for.  How brave and unselfish are those who risk their lives to keep millions of others free?  I know I would not be able to commit to such an honorable act.  These veterans lose their lives for me, for you, and for everyone in this room.  On top of all that, they do it willingly.

Many veterans left the country for months or years at a time to fight.  Most were only able to communicate to family members through letters.  Some veterans couldn’t even tell their families where they were stationed.  Can you imagine that?  What if you couldn’t see your mom, dad, son or daughter and not know if they were ok?

Veterans of war often have a price to pay.  Whether it be a scar or a lost arm, it is something they have to live with for the rest of their lives.  However, they are the ones who brought honor and peace to this country.

America has a lot to be thankful for.  These veterans have fought tirelessly to ‘let freedom ring.’  They have risked their lives for you and for me which is more than I’ll ever be able to do.  They left their homes; their families to go abroad and fight.  These veterans have risked so much for our country.  The absolute least we could do is give them the honor and gratification they deserve.  For these reasons and many more, our veterans should forever be honored.
-End-
