
 

 

VETERANS’ TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
State of CT Dept of Veterans’ Affairs           1-800-550-0000 

Admission to Residential Domicile              (860) 721-5833 

Admission to Health Care Facility   (860) 721-5877 

Admission to Veterans’ Recovery Center  (860) 721-5933 

Hospice Program/Respite Care                  (860) 721-5877 

Office of Advocacy and Assistance (toll free)  (866)-928-8387 

CTVA Office of Community Affairs   (860) 721-5826 

Connecticut Veterans’ Cemetery                (860) 721-5838 

Soldiers’ Sailors’ & Marines’ Fund (emergency)  (860) 296-0719 

Military Support Program (toll free)   (866) 251-2913   

Operation Outreach (toll free)    (866) 928-8387     

               CT VETS INFOLINE                 (866) 9CT-VETS        

 

 WEBSITE:   WWW.CT.GOV/CTVA          

The Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
1-800-550-0000 or Vets Line 1-866-9CT-VETS 

Directions to Connecti-
cut Department of Veter-
ans’ Affairs and Veter-
ans Home 
 
From 91N: 
Exit 23, right at end of 
ramp, take left at 3rd 
traffic light to enter our 
facility. 
 
From 91S: 
Exit 23, left at end of 
ramp, take left at 4th 
traffic light to enter our 
facility. 
 
From 84: 
Take 91 South and fol-
low above directions.  

For news and  
announcements, 
Please visit our 

website:  
www.ct.gov/ctva  

Are you a  
veteran of OEF 
or OIF and need 
some help?  
Please call the  
Military  
Support  
Program for 
FREE &  
CONFIDENTIAL 
counseling for 
you  &  
your family  
1-866-251-2913 
(toll free & 24 
hrs) 

CT Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
287 West St 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
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The Vietnam Veterans of America, CT 
Chapter sponsored a visit from the largest 
Replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall.  
Commissioner Linda Schwartz closed the 
event at Rentschler Field with a moving 
tribute to all veterans... 
  
 Those of us who served in uniform dur-
ing the Vietnam War did so at a great cost of 
our youth, our innocence and our future.  How 
ever, as we stand before this wall today, we 
know the world is safer for our service.  We 
know that we have left a legacy that the men 
and women wearing the uniform today do not 
have to fight for respect or deal in silence with 
the frightening symptoms of PTSD or wait 
years to be thanked for their service to the na-
tion. 
 We the Veterans of the Vietnam War 
have cut a wide swath across the landscape of 
America.  This Wall and all that is symbolizes is 
OUR line in the sand.  We have made sure by 
our deed, our actions and our passion that 
never again will America hide our fallen sol-
diers and that we the have kept faith with the 
memory of these honored dead. 
  I have been to Gettysburg, Verdun, 
Normandy, but when I come to the Wall, I am 
not with history, here like many of you, I am 
with my own.  Today, we remember the MIAs 
who never came home and home no flags or 
flowers to mark their final resting place.  We 
remember, too, the victims of the silent, lin-
gering, slow deaths due to toxic exposures, 
Agent Orange, the bio-chemical poisons.  We 
remember our veterans who never left the 
war, who see it in their dreams at night or in 

the shadows of a sunny day, and those so dis-
turbed by the trauma of war that they took 
their own lives.  Also not to be forgotten are 
the hundreds of wounded and disabled men 
and women maimed in the line of duty.  Their 
sacrifices are holy, too, for they must live 
every day with the disfigurement and disability 
of their services and the broken lives and the 
lost dreams.   
 We embrace the families who also suf-
fered these losses.  Families who must look at 
smiling pictures of their loved ones and wonder 
what life might have been like had they lived 
or returned whole. Our task as we stand to-
gether before this symbol of the spirit and 
bond we shared, this beacon and keeper of the 
silent prayers and thoughts of a generation, 
this wall with the power to heal a nation, the 
challenge for us, not just for Veterans Day to-
day, is to take the lessons of their dying and 
keep them and nurture them and to pass them 
on.  These names of our honored dead remind 
us that they gave their most precious posses-
sion...life, not for themselves but for our coun-
try.   
Time will not dim the glory of their deeds  
At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning, we will remember them 
For they are “The Dawn’s early light” and 

the “Twilight’s last gleaming.” 
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Governor Rell and Commissioner Schwartz on 
Moving Day in the new Levitow Veterans Health 

Center at Rocky Hill 

  



 

The Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Moving Day at last!  October 24th and 25th were red letter days when the Sub 
School from the Groton Sub Base closed for the day sending instructors, chiefs and 
sailors and the CT National Guard airmen and soldiers came to move all the patients, 
equipment, supplies from the old facility to the new Levitow Veterans Health Center.  
Today’s military stayed to help veterans settle in to their new rooms, unpack, and 
then explore their new home.  Governor Rell stopped in with “Welcome Home Cook-
ies” and visited with the state’s veterans in their new “Home for the Heroes.”  How 
much do the veterans like their new home?  One said “It’s like being in a hotel!”  

And the Marines Landed...On a 
crisp October day, as a special treat, 
the United States Marine Corps March-
ing Band and Silent Drill Team gave a 
private performance for the veterans 
of the Rocky Hill Veterans Home and 
some guests before their evening show 
at Rentschler Field at the Replica of the 
Vietnam Wall.  Semper Fi!   

Navy Sailors from Groton Sub School and National Guard Airmen and Soldiers moved patients 



News from the Department     
THE STATE VETERANS DAY PARADE HONORED 
WOMEN VETERANS IN THE PARADE GRAND FINALE.  
In a pre-parade luncheon for women veterans, Commis-
sioner Schwartz awarded 13 Connecticut Wartime Service 
Medals to women.  There were women vets of all eras, 
including  Navy WAVES and women Marines of World War 
II,  Army WACs and Air Force Women, and the Coast 
Guard marching or riding in vintage vehicles. 
 

OASIS CENTERS FOR RETURNING VETERANS IN COLLEGE—Veterans re-
turning to college after deployment suggested at last year’s Summit for Re-
turning Veterans that the DVA help them with the adjustment to academic life 
after war.  Governor Jodi Rell and Commissioner Schwartz put together a plan 
to create a room at each public college and university where student-veterans 
could gather, support one another, and get information to help them succeed 
in college.  The OASIS Centers are currently in the planning stages with the 
support of the General Federation of Womens’ Clubs CT and other community 
partners who will donate funds for equipment and supplies. 
 

 
VETERANS HALL OF FAME INDUCTION CEREMONY—Ten new induc-
tees in the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame will be honored in a ceremony 
this month at the State Legislative Office Building led by Governor Rell and 
Commissioner Schwartz.  See the photos of the event on our website 
www.ct.gov/ctva.  GOV RELL ANNOUNCES FOUNDATION FOR STATE 
VETERANS MEMORIAL—Fund-raising has begun for a state veterans me-
morial to be sited at the Col. Gates Veterans Cemetery in Rocky Hill.  Commis-
sioner Schwartz heads up the foundation. For information call 860-721-5818.  
 
NEWS FROM THE VETERANS HOME IN ROCKY HILL 

    
Holiday planning is in full swing.  The Festival of the Trees at the Levitow 
Veterans Health Center will open December 8th with new trees decorated 
for the new facility.  Everyone is wondering which tree will win!   The Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony will be expanded this year to in-
clude all the veterans living on the Rocky Hill campus.  A turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings, songs and music from the Governor’s Foot Guard Band, 
children and their parents from the local Vets Center and a homeless shelter 
will join with the staff and veterans of the Domicile and the Levitow Health 
Center to bring in the Holidays!  We’ll have traditional music and readings and 
a special surprise from Rabbi Okalika.  Happy Holidays!   The first Stained 

Glass Windows have been installed in our new chapel in 
the Levitow Health Center.  They are magnificent!  And the other great news is 
that almost all the windows have been spoken for.  If you or your organization is 
interested in donating and designing a window with our vendor, please contact 
Cathy Cook at 860-721-5826 as soon as possible.  We hope to have all the win-
dows done in the next few months.   Secret Santa and (her) elves are sorting 
and wrapping like crazy.  We still need donations of funds to purchase special-
ized gifts.  For additional information, please call Judy Barnes, our chief elf, at 860-
721-5829 or Cathy Cook at 860-721-5826.  Thank you, Judy and all your helpers! 
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