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Dear Friends of Connecticut Veterans,  
 Stand Down served over 750 veterans in need last year.  
Our planning for Stand Down 2008 is underway.  I am 
proud of our veteran community and other partners who 
help us meet our mission:  “To Serve Those Who Have 
Served.”  If you can help, please get in touch with us.   We 
will leave no veteran behind. 
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We are so proud!   What more is there to say?   
 

It was a glorious day.  Thank you to everyone who participated in the ribbon cutting 
and dedication on May 22nd.  Now we are busy completing all the necessary  

inspections and preparing to move veterans in to the  
Sgt. John L. Levitow Veterans Health Center.  

The Sgt. John 
Levitow  
Veterans 
Health  
Center is 
Dedicated!  
 
The first 
new  
construction 
at the  
Veterans 
Home in 
over 60 
years!   
 
 
A fitting  
tribute to 
our heroes! 

“Spooky” - flew over the ceremony in commemoration of Air Force 
Sgt. John L Levitow’s heroic action over Vietnam in a similar plane.  His 
quick action saved his plane and crew.  His valor was recognized when 

he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.   

US Assistant secretary of Veterans’ Affairs, Gordon  
Mansfield, and US Marine Medal of Honor recipient 
“Barney” Barnum watched “Spooky” fly over the event. 

Commissioner Schwartz and Chief of Staff  
Charley Williams unveil the portrait for the  
Governor Rell Room in the Levitow Building 

We made “the Cut!”  

Photos credit to  
Michael Keating of 

Vietnam Veterans of 
America and  
Roger Riley  
Photography 

John Levitow, III (Jack) 
age 5,  received his 
Preschool diploma 
from Governor Rell. 
with little brother 
Brian  at his side. 

Sgt John L. Levitow, USAF 
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STAND 
DOWN 
2008 is  
FRIDAY  
September 
12th  
 
To Volunteer 
Go to 
www.ct.gov/
ctva  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CARNIVAL 
Is Sunday 
September 7 
From 10 am 
to 2 pm 

Stand Down is Friday September 12, 2008 
 

Every year, the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs conducts a full 
day event called “Stand Down” to provide free assistance and service information to 
homeless and indigent veterans of our state.  This year’s event is scheduled for Friday 
September 12, 2008 on the grounds of the Connecticut Veterans’ Home in Rocky 
Hill.   

Many state agencies and community programs volunteer their services at 
Stand Down.  This year we expect nearly 1000 needy veterans to use services from 
state and federal Agencies, veterans’ organizations, community nonprofit organiza-
tions, corporations and others. As you can imagine this event is a Herculean task and 
involves hundreds of volunteers providing a myriad of healthcare, personal and coun-
seling services to veterans.   

 Connecticut Transit provides transportation from stops all across the state.  
The Judicial Department sets up court for a day to work through 
misdemeanor offenses and other legal matters.  The Department of 
Social Services and the federal Social Security office help veterans 
apply for disability and other state and federal benefits.   The De-
partment of Labor offers employment and training assistance.  The 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Office of Advocacy and Assistance 
takes in applications and appeals for federal and state veteran’s 
benefits.  The Motor Vehicle Department will be available for driv-
ers’ licenses and id cards. Volunteer heath care professionals offer 
health screenings, treatment of dental needs, and eye exams.  Our 
most popular services depend on community volunteers who pre-
pare and serve meals, provide haircuts, offer clothing and personal 
supplies, and most of all, give their thanks to those who have 
served.    

Folks have asked how they can help. Financial donations defray unwaiverable fees 
and other unrecoverable costs.  Checks may be made out to: Connecticut Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs, Stand Down Account. 287 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067  Attn: Cath-
erine Cook, Director of Community Affairs (phone 860-721-5826)   We accept clean, gently 
used clothing on hangers during the month of August.  OR Register to Volunteer.  Please go 
to www.ct.gov/ctva and click on Stand Down for volunteer application forms, pre-registration 
forms for needy veterans and other information about Stand Down 2008.        
 

 
CARNIVAL  AT THE VETERANS’ 
HOME—SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 
 
Veterans Service Organizations from across the 
state will come to Rocky Hill on Sunday Septem-
ber 7th to put on “CARNIVAL” for the patients 

and resident veterans.  Midway type games, prizes, food, gifts, music and magicians 
will take place from 10am to 2pm.  This year the event will be set up between the 
old and new healthcare facilities with lots of shade, and convenient wheelchair access.  
To register your group, please call Cathy Cook at 860-721-5826.   
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Spotlight on Volunteers 
“Volunteers are not paid—not because 
they are worthless…But because they are 
priceless!”  Thank you to All our Volunteers!   

The Annual Volunteer Recognition 
Dinner was held on Friday June 
27th.   
 
A highlight of the day was a comedy perform-
ance by “the Ambassador of Laughter” Sheila 

van Dyke of Massa-
c h u s e t t s  w h o 
stopped in to Rocky 
Hill following her 
recent comedy tour 
of Afghanistan, Bos-
nia, and Walter Reed 
Hospital.  She 
brought photos of 
the front lines, and 
humorous stories of  

life “on tour” in her efforts to raise morale and 
bring levity to the troops.  She performed two 
shows for our veterans and volunteers and was 
very touched when Commissioner Linda 
Schwartz presented her “coin” from the Con-
necticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  
Thank you, Sheila. 
 
We recognized Emma Prince’s 60 
YEARS of volunteering at the Veterans’ 
Home and also her 
90th Birthday!   
 
What  a Connecticut 
Treasure she is!  Here’s 
wishing you many more 
wonderful years, Emma! 
 
 
 
 

Special awards 
were given to the 
following  
volunteers for 
reaching mile-
stones in their  
service at the  
Veterans’ Home ! 
 
OUR LIFETIME AWARDEES 
James Bachand   15,279 hours 
Emma Prince   11,109 hours 
Edgar Prince   10,068 hours 
Judith Barnes     9,598 hours 
Bernice Bergeron    7,800 hours 
 
OVER 1,000 HOURS 
Louise Silvester    1,749 hours 
Alexander Oliphant    1,550 hours 
Veronica Stankowski    1,252 hours 
Barbara Armfield    1,031 hours 
Johanna Barnes    1,023 hours 
Gerald Barnes     1,014 hours 
 
MILESTONES 
Bob Rocco       755 hours 
Jean Middleton      350 hours 
Nancy McKee       258 hours 
Janet Terkildsen        92 hours 
Kevin Danielson         64 hours 
Cynthia Bernier        32 hours 
 
Certificates of Appreciation also went to the 
dozens of clubs, organizations, auxiliaries and 
veterans groups who provide Bingo activities 
throughout the year in the Health Care Facility 
and the Domicile.   
 

Extraordinary Volunteer  
Judy Barnes of Colchester received 
special recognition for her service 
with a framed print of “our Statue” 

painted by the Commissioner’s 
sister Dr. Janet Litzel. 
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We Couldn’t Do It  Without You.  Thank You To All Our Donors! 
Our Wish List  Please call the Director of Community Affairs, 860-721-5826  

if you or your group can help. 

Washer and Dryer 
Fund Donations We 
are delighted to announce 
that six sets of commer-
cial grade washers and 
dryers have been pur-
chased for the use of our 

veterans.  These are about $1000 each, and we 
need more, so we will continue to welcome 
your donations.  
 
Patio tables and chairs for the porches 
Happily, AFSCME Council 4 donated new 
rocking chairs, tables and chairs for all the 
porches.  WOW!  Thanks so much!  
 
We continue to wish for 12 Upright vac-
uums for the domicile. 
 
Transitional Apartments—As veterans 
leave Rocky Hill to return to the community, 
we help them set up housekeeping.  We wish 
for New Microwaves & New Small Appli-
ances and Move-In Kits with dishes, linens, 
pots and pans for transitional living (about 
$500 per kit) 
 
Television Fund.  Our many tvs are going 
24/7 in the day rooms.  Your donation of funds 
allows us to purchase replacements as neces-
sary with the state’s purchasing power. Thanks 
 
Veterans Dreams Fund grants a wish to a 
terminally ill veteran.  Please contact Maggi 
Concannon at the Health Care Facility at 860-
721– 5952 for details. 
 
Portable DVD Players will allow bedside 
movie viewing for non ambulatory patients. 
 
Gift cards to local Big Y, Wal-Mart, Target, 
etc to purchase food and holiday items 
throughout the year are always welcomed! 

WINDOWS FOR THE NEW 
CHAPEL  AT LEVITOW HCF 

 
The Levitow Veterans Health Center has a 
lovely new Chapel.  We have arranged with a 
local stained glass window company to assist 
any group who wishes to design and donate a 
window for permanent installation.  We have 
prepared a template for the windows, and  
your group may add a non-denominational de-
sign in the center of the window.  There are 
several sizes for the 25 windows with prices 
for design assistance and installation ranging 
from $400 to $2500.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (sample window) 
 
 If your family or organization would like 
to donate a window, or contribute to a fund 
toward the purchase of windows, please call 
Cathy Cook, Director of Community Affairs 
for details at 860-721-5826.   
 
We will be eternally grateful!  



Page 6 Home for the Heroes 

 
Four New Benches for  
Fellowship House 
 
Thank you! Thank you! To the America Legion 
Auxiliary of  Southington for their fantastic dona-
tion of benches for the outside of Fellowship 
House, our veterans recovery center.  These four 
brushed aluminum, coated and sealed benches re-
place very worn and splintered benches that were 
no longer usable.  As you can see, our veterans 
are enjoying the comfort of these benches al-
ready.  Thank you, Southington ALA!   

Our NEW Baseball & Softball 
Field is Ready for Action!  
 
 The crack of a bat – The thump of the ball in 
a glove – The cheers for your team!  Soon these 
exciting noises of life will be heard again on the 
baseball field at the State Veterans’ Home.  Thanks 
to a matching grant from the AFSCME Council 4, 
coupled with an  in kind contribution from  Mid 
State Site Development Company, the ball field is 
ready for action.    
The Department and all the veterans who live here 
are also thankful for the generous donation of a 
screened gazebo and storage shed for equipment.  
The Wilfredo Perez, Jr Foundation, in honor of 
fallen soldier Wilfredo Perez of Norwalk made the 
donation and arranged for delivery of these two 
structures to enhance our 
campus.  They will be dedi-
cated in Specialist Perez 
name at an upcoming soft-
ball game.  Patients from 
our health care facility are 
especially pleased that they 
will be able to enjoy the 
games as the gazebo is 

wheelchair accessible.  Thank you to the Perez family, the  
AFSCME Council 4 for $52,000 and $34,000 in kind dona-
tion from Mid State Site Development Company,  and 
other undesignated donations!  Play Ball!  
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Faces of Connecticut’s Fallen -  
A Travelling Tribute Moves to  

Bridgeport’s Discovery Museum  
 
 On Thursday July 17th, Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs Commissioner Linda S. Schwartz and Mayor Bill 
Finch of Bridgeport were joined by families of Connecti-
cut’s fallen servicemen in the opening ceremonies for the 
“Faces of Connecticut’s Fallen” at the Discovery Museum 
on Park Avenue in Bridgeport.   
 “At the request of Governor M. Jodi Rell, I com-
missioned this Travelling Tribute so that all citizens of 
our state would have a chance to see the faces and re-
flect on the patriotism and sacrifice of the forty-three in-
dividuals with ties to Connecticut who have died in service to their nation.  These officers, enlisted, 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers are from all branches of the armed forces.  They 
shall come no more walking down the streets of our towns.  They will not come laughing into their par-
ents house or proudly marching home.  But though we will see them no more, they continue to enrich 
and inspire our State and our Nation,” remarked Commissioner Schwartz. 
 “One might ask, why display this exhibit at a science museum?” asked Jim Pelgrift, President of 
the Discovery Museum.  “The answer I believe is in the word ‘inspiration.’  The mission of the Discov-
ery Museum is to inspire big thoughts.  Surely, the lives led and the sacrifices made on all our behalf by 
the men and women whose faces we see in this tribute serve as an inspiration to everyone.  We are so 
honored to have the “Faces of Connecticut’s Fallen” here for all to see.” 
  

In Memoriam— 
Elwood “Woody” Lechausse (1940 - 2008) 

It is with heavy hearts that we recognize the passing of 
a dear friend to the veterans of Connecticut and the 
nation.  Our own Elwood “Woody” Lechausse passed 
away May 17, 2008.  Woody was a Vietnam Veteran, 
member of the Board of Trustees, a National Officer 
of the DAV, and a tireless advocate for veterans.  To 
honor his lifetime of work on behalf of veterans, The 
Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs has     
established The Woody Lechausse Memorial Fund.   
Contributions are tax deductible and will be used to 
assist veterans in need.  Contact Commissioner 
Schwartz at 860-721-5818   We miss him!  

Faces of Connecticut’s Fallen Travelling Exhibit will be at the 
Discovery Museum at 4440 Park Avenue, Bridgeport through 

the summer.  The museum is open seven days a week and 
there is no charge to visit the exhibit. 



VETERANS’ TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

State of CT Dept of Veterans’ Affairs           1-800-550-0000 

Admission to Residential Domicile              (860) 721-5833 

Admission to Health Care Facility   (860) 721-5877 

Admission to Veterans’ Recovery Center  (860) 721-5933 

Hospice Program/Respite Care     (860) 721-5955 

Office of Advocacy and Assistance (toll free)  (866)-928-8387 

CTVA Office of Community Affairs   (860) 721-5826 

Connecticut Veterans’ Cemetery   (860) 721-5838 

Soldiers’ Sailors’ & Marines’ Fund (emergency)  (860) 296-0719 

Military Support Program (toll free)   (866) 251-2913   

Operation Outreach (toll free)    (866) 928-8387                      

The Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
287 West Street 

Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
1-800-550-0000 

Directions to Connecticut 
Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs and Veterans Home 
 
From 91N: 
Exit 23, right at end of 
ramp, take left at 3rd traffic 
light to enter our facility. 
 
From 91S: 
Exit 23, left at end of ramp, 
take left at 4th traffic light 
to enter our facility. 
 
From 84: 
Take 91 South and follow 
above directions.  

Please visit 
our website: 
www.ct.gov/

ctva 

Are you a veteran of 
OEF or OIF and 
need some help?  
Please call the  
Military  
Support Program for 
FREE &  
CONFIDENTIAL 
counseling for you  
&  
your family  
1-866-251-2913 
(toll free & 24 hrs) 
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