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Governor Rell Announces Opening 

of New Levitow Veterans Health Center

 Culminates 3-year Effort to Build and Open 

First New Health Care Facility at State Veterans Home Since 1940 

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that the $33.8 million Sgt. John L. Levitow Veterans Health Center on the grounds of the State Veterans Home in Rocky Hill will officially open tomorrow, Thursday, October 23.  

“We are truly ushering in a new, state-of-the-art era in veterans’ health care for Connecticut’s veterans,” said Governor Rell.  “This is the fulfillment of a promise we made to our beloved Rocky Hill veterans long ago to build them a new health center they could proudly call their home.”

The new 125-bed residential health center, which combines a home-like atmosphere with state-of-the-art equipment and services, is the first new construction at the DVA campus in 68 years and replaces the outdated veterans’ hospital built between 1937 and 1940.  
Governor Rell named the two-story, 87,000 square foot health center after Air Force Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and Connecticut native, Sgt. John L. Levitow, who served as a senior DVA manager and lived on the Rocky Hill campus for almost a decade.   

Approximately 100 veterans, who require long-term medical care, will complete their move from the existing veterans’ hospital next door to the new health center on Thursday and Friday. Active duty National Guard members and sailors from the U.S. Naval Submarine Base will help make the move. Twenty-four veterans moved into the Levitow Center earlier this week as part of required certification inspections. The veterans represent eras dating back to World War II. 
“This remarkable new facility significantly enhances our ability to fulfill one of our most important responsibilities in government – to serve and care for those who have served,” Governor Rell said. “To have our veterans comfortably settled in their new home by the end of this week is a dream come true for so many who have working tirelessly on this very important project.”   
The State of Connecticut and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs have jointly invested $42 million in federal and state funding in the State Veterans’ Home over the last several years – the most new funding for improvements at the facility in over six decades. The federal government funded 65 percent of the Levitow Center and the state provided 35 percent.

 “This is a historic and glorious week for our veteran family at Rocky Hill,” said Dr. Linda S. Schwartz, commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  “The new Levitow Health Center sends a clear message to our older veterans who have sacrificed so much for our nation – your honorable service deserves the very best.  With the official opening of this state-of-the-art facility, we have forever changed the landscape for the care of Connecticut veterans.”  

           
____
Background on Sgt. Levitow:

· He is one of only two Air Force enlisted members to ever be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor and one of only five Connecticut citizens to receive the nation’s highest military honor for service during the Vietnam War.  
· He was cited for conspicuous gallantry in action in 1969 for saving the lives of his eight crew members after being critically injured as a loadmaster on a mortar-attacked, AC-47 gunship while flying a night combat mission over South Vietnam.  
· Following his military service, he worked as a veterans advocate and administrator for the federal and state governments for over 22 years.  
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