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Governor Rell Announces $500,000 for

Statewide Veterans Memorial Project

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that $500,000 in state funding to start construction of a statewide memorial to the service of all Connecticut veterans is expected to gain approval when the state Bond Commission meets July 13.

Construction of the memorial, to be located adjacent to the Col. Raymond F. Gates Memorial Cemetery on West Street in Rocky Hill, is slated to begin by Veterans’ Day 2010.

“The valiant men and women who have served our nation throughout the generations deserve a central, permanent memorial,” Governor Rell said. “Our state is dotted with lovely tributes to local residents and monuments to specific battles. Yet nowhere is there a single memorial to all Connecticut veterans – living and deceased – who have served throughout the years.

“Last month I announced the winning design for the new statewide memorial,” the Governor said. “It is a striking site that will incorporate both a tree-lined walkway with honors to the many battles in which Connecticut veterans have served and a large gathering place where groups can hold events to pay homage to our veterans. It will be a place of honor, reflection and tribute for our veterans, their families and the citizens of Connecticut – and it is long overdue.”

The state funds will be augmented by an aggressive fundraising effort among Connecticut citizens, businesses, veterans groups and others to support the design and construction of the project. The Governor began the effort to build a statewide memorial in November 2008 and established the Connecticut State Veterans Memorial Foundation, a non-profit, tax-exempt organization.

To make a donation to the fundraising effort, checks and money orders should be made payable to Connecticut State Veterans Memorial, Inc. and mailed to: Connecticut State Veterans Memorial, Inc., c/o Rockville Bank, P.O. Box 660, Rockville, CT 06066. More information can be found by visiting www.cthonorsvets.org.


Anyone with questions or comments should call Adam Jeamel, the Governor’s Director of Public Affairs, at (860) 524-7351.
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