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Connecticut DVA Honors Long-time Veterans Home Volunteers

Special Honorees from East Hampton, New Britain, Rocky Hill and Colchester

On Flag Day, the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs honored six special volunteers whose total service to the men and women who live at the State Veterans’ Home came to nearly 50,000 hours. Dr. Linda S. Schwartz, Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Veterans’ Affairs presided over the annual Volunteer Recognition Day honoring the men and women of the state who volunteer their time and talents to assist the veterans who live at the State Veterans Home in Rocky Hill.
Edgar and Emma Prince of East Hampton began volunteering at Rocky Hill in 1949 and have logged over 20,000 hours of service coming weekly to feed patients, run recreational programs, and share their home made goodies and stories of the old days.  James Bachand of New Britain has come nearly every day since 1990 and has logged 15,000 hours of service, delivering books and visiting as a companion in the Alzheimer Unit.  Bernice Bergeron and her late husband, Richard, of Rocky Hill started volunteering forty-two years ago and were honored for their 12,000 hours of volunteer service, coming twice a week to run recreational activities and distributing necessities to the bedridden veterans.  

Governor M. Jodi Rell sent a congratulatory letter honoring the individuals, writing:  “Beyond just volunteering, your altruistic efforts support the men and women who have fought to defend the principles of liberty and freedom on which our nation was founded.  American citizenship guarantees each of us certain rights and privileges and throughout the decades, Americans have willingly answered the call to sacrifice and defend that freedom we enjoy.  I strongly wish to thank you for “serving those who have served. Please accept my sincere appreciation and gratitude for your thousands of hours of volunteer service to the veterans who have served our country, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the State of Connecticut.”  

Commissioner Schwartz presented a Certificate of Dedication certifying that three trees planted at the new health care facility under construction at the veterans’ home will be dedicated in honor the Prince’s, the Bergeron’s and Mr. Bachand for their extraordinary volunteer service.   

“These special people stand tall in our eyes,” said Commissioner Schwartz.  “They have a wonderful rapport with the veterans and have become part of our family here at the Connecticut Veterans’ Home.  It is most fitting that we dedicate three tall and strong trees on the grounds to symbolize their steadfast service to our veterans.” 

-MORE-
Fifty other volunteers whose total service to the veterans’ home reached nearly 100,000 hours of time were also honored at the annual event.  Judith Barnes of Colchester was singled out for special recognition, donating over 7000 hours to the veterans.  She coordinates the Secret Santa Program, and makes sure the halls are decorated for the holidays, escorts patients to appointments and acts as a listener to patients and volunteers.    
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