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On August 14, 15 & 16, 2009 the Sports Association of Gaylord Hospital and the Leaps of Faith Disabled Water Ski Program are proud to host the Connecticut Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports Project, supported by Disabled Sports USA.

General information about the Connecticut Wounded Warrior Project

We will be providing the highest quality adaptive water sports event possible to our recently wounded and disabled military from Iraq and Afghanistan.  
· Our Aim is to hold this event at Batterson Park and on Batterson Pond in Farmington, CT for the optimum central location in CT and partner with the towns and local area businesses to make the event a complete success.  

· We anticipate approximately 25 service men and women and their families will attend from throughout the country.  

· We anticipate 25-40 volunteers and staff each day.  

· In all we anticipate 100-150 people involved each day.
· We will ensure the highest standard of safety and will work with local emergency response to ensure we have all appropriate ambulance, police and fire department support.
 About the Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports Project

The Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports Project is a partnership between Disabled Sports USA, the Wounded Warrior Project, the Sports Association of Gaylord Hospital and Leaps of Faith Disabled Water Skiers, providing adaptive sports programs for severely wounded service members from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflict and the Global War on Terrorism.

Forty One years of experience has shown early intervention with active sports results in successful rehabilitation, leading to employment. The “Wounded Warriors” and their family members are provided these opportunities free of charge, including transportation, lodging, adaptive equipment and individualized instruction in over a dozen different winter and summer sports.

Programs such as the Connecticut Wounded Warrior Project take place at sites throughout the U.S., offering Wounded Warriors the chance to re-build their lives through sport.

About Wounded Warrior Project 

Wounded Warrior Project (WWP) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to honor and empower wounded warriors. WWP serves to raise awareness and enlist the public’s aid for the needs of severely injured service men and women, to help severely injured service members aid and assist each other and to provide unique, direct programs and services to meet their needs. For more information, please call 877 TEAM WWP (832-6997) or visit ww.woundedwarriorproject.org.

About Sports Association
Based in Wallingford, CT the Sports Association is a non-profit program of Gaylord Hospital and provides adaptive sports and recreation opportunities for persons with physical disabilities such as spinal cord injuries, strokes, amputations, traumatic brain injuries, pulmonary disorders and visual impairments.  Since 1995, it has been providing adaptive recreational opportunities and healthy sports competition in Connecticut and throughout the region.  The Sports Association provides over a dozen adaptive sports throughout the year through clinics, clubs, teams, tournaments and special events such as the Connecticut Wounded Warrior Project.
About Leaps of Faith
The Leaps of Faith Disabled Waterskiers club is an organization that brings water skiing into the lives of children and adults with disabilities, in addition to training disabled water skiers to compete both on a national and international level.  The goal of Leaps of Faith is to build lasting confidence and fulfillment through exposure and professional training in recreational and competitive water skiing to both disabled children and adults.
About New England Handicapped Sports Association
The kayak portion of the Wounded Warrior event will be provided by the New England Handicapped Sports Association (NEHSA) from New Hampshire.  NEHSA bears witness to the triumph of the human spirit by helping people with disabilities and their families enrich their lives through adaptive sports, recreation, and social activities. 

About Disabled Sports USA

Founded in 1967 by disabled Vietnam veterans, Disabled Sports USA (DS/USA) provides opportunities for individuals with disabilities to rebuild their lives through sports, recreation and educational programs.

DS/USA is a national multi-sport, multi-disability organization serving more than 60,000 youth and adults annually. A member of the U.S. Olympic Committee, DS/USA offers programs through its nationwide network of 100 community-based chapters operating in 38 states. For schedules and additional information, visit www.dsusa.org or call (301) 217-9840. DS/USA is a member of the Combined Federal Campaign. number: 10151
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