
Submitted by Linda Quinet, Willimantic, CT, currently in France and cannot present 
in person 
 

My focus is on the double whammy of mental illness and being on the sex 

registry. My son is on the latter because of the former. 

Until age 19 my son had an exemplary record. All through school he had 

academic success, graduated from an extremely selective and challenging prep 

school, engaged in various community service projects, played in an orchestra, 

was a life guard, was accepted at and received 50% scholarships to attend 

Vassar college. The first semester at Vassar mental illness manifested. As I later 

learned, this fits the pattern of schizophrenia. Research is increasingly 

confirming that in the late teens for boys and early to mid 20’s for girls, the 

brain conducts a “pruning process,” that is, a brain keeps its most-used neural 

pathways and deletes many of the lesser used. In schizophrenia, this process 

goes awry and the brain stops working normally. 

An incident at Vassar resulted in his being expelled. He asked a girl he was 

interested in to meet him in a school building. Afterward he texted and phoned 

her not to meet him because he intended to do her harm. The girl showed up 

with a male friend. Cory broke down crying, and they all waited for the campus 

police to come. He was hospitalized immediately. He was in and out of mental 

hospitals four times, always released too soon due to insurance limitations. He 

was in an inadequate day program when he committed the crime that landed 

him in prison for 14 years. 

After scaring a girl and her family by going to their home with an unloaded 

pellet gun and a bag of items that he said he intended to hurt the girl, again he 

cowered on the floor until the police came. During interrogation at the police 

station he said he had planned to rape, torture and murder 27 coeds from his 

prep school within a period of two days, then go to Australia with his 

grandmother who lived in Belgium and commit suicide. The interrogation 

ended with Cory, saying "Heil Hitler".   

Expert witnesses from Yale Forensic testified as to how serious his illness was 

at the nine-day trial. However, the prosecutor convinced the judge that, since 

Cory planned this event, he was sane. The prosecutor concentrated on the 

sensational sexual aspect of Cory's act, which successfully overshadowed the 

mental illness component. The prosecutor argued that because there were 

different diagnoses during the six months Cory's illness manifested (before he 

was arrested), that he must not have been sick at all, that it was all faked. More 

enlightened people recognise that it is not unusual for a young person initially 

showing symptoms of mental illness to have different and/or progressive 

diagnoses.  Of note is that he never touched the intended victim.  



Since leaving prison nearly nine years ago, my son has successfully completed 

five years probation. He has earned an undergraduate degree in mathematics 

and accreditation in accounting. He holds down a part-time job. Active in his 

church, he operates the overhead digital display for Sunday services, 

participates in the men’s group and takes courses his church offers. He 

volunteers at the local food co-op and is often asked to house sit and pet sit for 

members of the community who know and trust him. He regularly sees a 

psychiatrist and conscientiously takes the medication he needs. 

  I hope this illustrates the fact that someone who is successfully coping with 

such serious life challenges does not deserve to be on the registry forever and 

suffer the compounding obstacles it creates – barriers to employment and 

difficulty finding housing. At the least, my son should be given periodic 

assessment and the ability to petition to be removed after an appropriate number 

of years of responsible behavior.  

   

 

While in prison Cory started going to church services and became seriously religious to the 

point of being born again, which helped him cope and at least think somebody might accept 

him and be forgiving.  When released in 2008 Cory lived with me. After an exasperating 

search for housing, a miraculous offer to rent a house in Windham appeared at the last 

minute. I came back from France to help Cory navigate the treacherous re-entry process for 

sexual offenders which all too often results in going back to jail. (I could write a book about 

this!) Psychiatric counseling is in place, medications are effective and conscientiously taken. 

Of note is that his psychiatrist, Dr. Ron Anderson, is the same forensic psychiatrist who 

testified at Cory's trial that prison would be the worst thing for him.   Also of note is the 

exceptional response of that community. After a meeting with probation officers, state patrol 

representatives and Dr. Anderson explaining Cory's history, they universally accepted Cory 

and invited us to neighborhood events. Seven years later he is often asked to housesit and 

care for pets when owners are away, indicating a considerable degree of trust. Cory also takes 

part in the community fundraising event for the library. A member of the community is 

director of the local community college and early on got Cory enrolled with financial aid; 

eventually he went on to Eastern Connecticut University and earned an undergraduate degree 

in mathematics. He completed course work for accounting accreditation. He works part time 

baking bagels starting at 5 a.m. at an outlet in Storrs. He substitutes whenever his alternative 

doesn't show up and cooperates in any way he can. He is active in his church creating the 

digital component for services, attending prayer groups and men's groups, among other 

activities.  Many more lurid details from the trial are at 

https://www.soc.umn.edu/~samaha/cases/state%20v%20quinet.htm, evidently an account 

posted for some sort of educational use, which shows up in an online search of Cory's name. 

So does his registry listing. Fortunately, now there are a few mentions of positive things like 

honor roll achievement and graduating to offset these, although I doubt anybody pays any 

attention, if they see them at all.  The most ironic thing is that if he had won the plea of 

insanity, he might have been institutionalized even longer, as it is the case of John Hinckley 

Jr. who attempted to assassinate Reagan. He was acquitted on the grounds of sanity and is 

https://www.soc.umn.edu/~samaha/cases/state%20v%20quinet.htm


still in custody. He also planned his action. The registry isn't the only inconsistent 

administration of "justice." 

  

On 2015-07-08 17:12, Ullmann, Thomas (Public Defenders) wrote: Thanks for sending me 

this summary.  I am familiar with the case from the opinion of the court.  Who was the 

defense lawyer?  Was it Bob Gulash?  Dr. Baranoski and Dr. Amble are terrific 

witnesses.  It is unfortunate that the judge did not accept their testimony as persuasive.  Who 

was the trial judge? I asked for these facts as there are some cases where the underlying 

facts, whether they are true or not, are not helpful as an example to rely upon in terms of 

pushing cases where injustices have occurred.  I will not share this information with anyone 

without your permission.  There may come a day where I would want to speak to your son.  I 

will go through you in order to see if this will work. 

 Yes, the defense lawyer was Bob Gulash. I can't recall the judge's name at the moment, and 

records of the trial are stored in Vermont where my younger son lives. Is there a way to look 

this up? I didn't have any luck on the case look-up judicial branch site. If necessary I could 

call Gulash's office; it appears he is still practicing. 

On 2015-07-09 08:04, Ullmann, Thomas (Public Defenders) wrote: I'm very close friends 

with Bob Gulash which is why I remember the media coverage about the case.  Was it Judge 

Kavanewsky? I won't talk to anyone, including Bob, about the case without permission and 

there is no need to right now anyway.  I have to wait and see how the work of the committee 

proceeds.  We haven't even selected the membership yet.  This just got passed by the 

legislature a little over a month ago. 

 That name doesn't ring any bells (but maybe I've suppressed it in my mind!!). I look 

forward to hearing more about whatever can happen on this issue. Is there an email for 

updates or web site to follow? 

 The Connecticut Sentencing Commission has a website.  It's too early to have anything on 

there now but you can take a look at it anyway.  It will probably have the piece of legislation 

that asked us to study the issue. 


