
To the Special Commission on Sex Offenders, 

 

Our legislature should change our current law and eliminate the serious unintended damage caused to 
our citizens by mandatory jail sentences for possessing child pornography. 

While the mistake of creating these mandatory sentences may certainly have been well-intended, in 
practice it: 

     (1) Precludes our judges from issuing appropriate lesser sentences in specific cases where they find 
jail time is completely inappropriate; and 

     (2) Unintentionally forces prosecutors and judges to force defendants to feign guilt in plea bargaining 
to some far, far greater crime where a mandatory sentence is not required and jail time may be 
completely inappropriate.  

This is illogical from a public policy standpoint, and needlessly hurtful to the person who viewed the 
pornography, and to their family. My own family suffered when my son faced the prospect of mandatory 
jail time for possession of pornography (Sec. 53a-196b; Possession of Child Pornography in the 3rd 
degree; a Class D Felony). In my son’s case, he pled guilty to the more serious charge (Section 53a-196b 
Promoting a Minor and Obscene Performance, a Class B Felony) in a plea bargain offered by the 
prosecutor. The only other alternative was going to trial for a charge with a mandatory minimum 
sentence. We have seen firsthand, that Connecticut judges should be allowed to use their judgment; their 
hands should not be tied by such mandatory sentencing. 

The plea bargain felony leaves a vastly different impression on the public than what actually occurred. 
This is detrimental in being hired for a job, locating housing, and even making or having friends. 

With the help of our state representatives, we should ensure mandatory jail sentencing for pornography 
possession ends. Connecticut citizens should no longer unintentionally be “incentivized” to plead guilty to 
felonies they have never committed - just to avoid the mandatory jail time associated with the crime of 
pornography possession. 

 

                                                                                                Sincerely, 

                                                                                                Joan C. O’Brien 

 

 


