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Good morning, 

This testimony is on behalf of the Connecticut Trafficking in Persons Council. The 
Trafficking in Persons Council is convened by the Commission on Women, Children, & 
Seniors and is responsible for consulting with governmental and nongovernmental 
organizations to strengthen state and local efforts to prevent trafficking, protect victims of 
trafficking, and prosecute traffickers. In the Council’s 2016 annual report, we recommend 
that the Connecticut Sentencing Commission, Special Committee on Sex Offenders, 
Subcommittee on Sex Offender Sentencing consider whether to include 53a-192a, 
Trafficking in Persons and 53a-83(c), Patronizing a Prostitute when such other person is 
under the age of 18, to the Registration of Sex Offender statutes. 

To understand the severity of these crimes, it is important to understand the three people 
involved: the trafficker, the buyer, and the survivor. Traffickers use tactics such as force, 
fraud, and coercion to compel adults and children to engage in commercial sex acts against 
their will, and sell them to a buyer who is often referred to as a “John.” In Connecticut, this 
often looks like what we call grooming: a trafficker’s first step is targeting a victim. They 
target vulnerable women and children, often by posing as a loving and caring boyfriend. 
Next, they gain the person’s trust and fill a need. They may buy them gifts, take them out to 
eat, give them a place to stay, hook them on drugs or alcohol, or provide them love in order 
to make them dependent. It is at this point of dependency that the trafficker tells them, 
“Well I love you and I’ve done all this for you and I take care of you, and if you love me 
you’ll do this for me.” Then they begin to exploit them. On average, a trafficked adult or 
child is bought anywhere from 5-25 times in a given night. In short, this is planned, 
coordinated, and repeated sexual abuse for profit. 
 
The Council understands that the Special Committee on Sex Offenders is interested in 
restructuring the sex offender registry to possibly move towards a tiered classification 
system based on risk of re-offense. In the case of Trafficking in Persons and Patronizing a 
Prostitute under the age of 18, these are individuals who have perpetrated serious sexual 
offenses and pose a high risk for recidivism. In any other context, we view adults who 
sexually assault and abuse women and children as criminals deserving of felony 
convictions and registration as sex offenders. From the work of our various commissions, it 
is clear that our current registry has deficiencies, and the omission of these serious offenses 
is one of them. 
 



A number of other states including California, Massachusetts, New York, Arizona, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, and Colorado currently require registry for those convicted of sex trafficking 
and/or buying sex from children. Connecticut is one of the leading states nationally in both 
criminal justice reform as well as anti-trafficking work. To continue this national 
leadership, it is crucial that those found guilty of Trafficking in Persons and Patronizing a 
Prostitute under the age of 18 are included in the registry. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


