
CT Sentencing Commission and 

Special Committee on Sex Offenders 

 

 

Dear Members: 

 

I am writing in favor of sensible reforms regarding the sentencing of individuals who 

convicted of sexual assault and risk of injury to a minor, when the conduct involves: (1) 

consenting teenagers or (2) someone not older than 20 years of age with a post-pubescent 

individual.  

 

Unfortunately, I am currently baring witness to the harsh results of ignoring the facts and 

circumstances of individual cases.  My cousin, John P. was 19 when he started dating a 

13 year old.  Over the course of the next several months, she turned 14 while he turned 

20.  In her statement to police, she admits that no sexual conduct occurred until she was 

14. Despite that fact, despite the charge he pled guilty to, my cousin’s punishment has 

been driven by the victim’s father without regard to the facts.  

 

My cousin suffered from depression and was emotionally immature, which prevented 

him from recognizing that the relationship was illegal.  He has never been in trouble and 

is a caring individual.  He is not a threat or danger to society, yet he is serving three years 

in prison because the father of the girl has labeled him “evil.”  This case is in stark 

contrast to many others splashed across the media where a girl is violently attacked and 

the perpetrator is released with little jail time like Brock Turner.  Justice is not served 

when individuals like my cousin are over-sentenced while dangerous individuals are 

released.   

 

As a mother, I would often check the sex offender list, worried about people in my 

neighborhood who presented a danger to my children.  However, when these lists include 

teenagers in consenting relationships the list is rendered ineffective.  It is impossible to 

distinguish between those who present a danger to others and those who made decisions 

deemed illegal.   

 

In cases of consent, the court should be allowed to review individual circumstances, such 

as the ages of the individuals and mental capacity.  I am sure you are aware that children 

as young as 14 can be tried as an adult, yet this same child is legally incapable of 

consenting to being in a relationship with a fellow teen or young adult.   

 

I applaud the Governor’s initiative to raise the age for juvenile justice to 20.  I would like 

this committee to remember that all of these individuals will reenter society.  My cousin, 

for instance, is not a pedophile, but depending on his probation officer, could be 

prohibited from attending family events with his younger cousins.  He could be 

prohibited from going on family vacations and from traveling.  It is troubling to see how 

untrained individuals working for the Department of Correction are empowered to offer 

opinion that profoundly impacts an individual’s liberty while trained professional 

evaluations are ignored.   



 

People like my cousin should not be on a sex offender registry where many will view him 

as a pedophile or rapist.  That not only endangers his safety but the safety of all those 

around him.  I hope you will consider the impact on my family, who miss and love him 

and may be prevented from celebrating important events together.  I hope you will 

consider his fiancée and the impact it will have on them after marriage and during family 

planning.   

 

Those in consenting relationships (relationships that do not always involve sexual 

intercourse) should not be charged and treated the same as those who violently or forcibly 

commit rape.  Over criminalizing this conduct does not create a “safer” environment, 

utilizes enormous tax dollars and makes it difficult for the individual charged to obtain 

employment and housing.  Society is better served when people are productive, self-

sufficient members rather than drifters on the fringe.   

 

According to an article published in the Washington Post on July 7, 2015, the United 

States has less than 5 percent of the world’s population, yet has almost 25 percent of the 

world’s total prison population.  A stark and sad statistic indicating that reform is 

necessary. Therefore, I hope you will decriminalize this conduct when the alleged 

offender is 20 years of age or younger. I hope people like my cousin will not be placed on 

a sex offender registry and unnecessarily prevented from having contact with his family.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Yours truly,  

Doreen Rich, Esq.    


