CONNECTICUT SENTENCING COMMISSION

Recommendations to the Connecticut Department of Correction:

1. The Department of Correction should adopt an agency-wide policy statement
recognizing that the positive social ties of offenders can help to reduce recidivism.

2. The Department of Correction should consider revisions to its administrative directives
on visiting to make the directives more consistent with the positive impact of positive
social relationships on offenders.

3. Within the limits of security and capacity constraints, the Department of Correction
should seek to minimize obstacles to family visits. The Department should also implement
some means of gathering data on family visits, perhaps using volunteers to gather and
process data.

4. The Department of Correction should initiate - from within its own agency or through
outside channels - an assessment of the transportation available to visitors to all of
Connecticut’s prison facilities. The assessment should include an appraisal of the degree of
demand for transportation from each of the major cities.

5. The Department of Correction should assess the quality and prevalence of child-friendly
features in visiting areas of its prison facilities, and should encourage efforts by staff and
volunteers to expand these features.

6. The Department of Correction should develop criteria and standards for lengthened
visits and communicate these to inmates, and through postings, to family members.

7. The Department of Correction should further develop programs that have an evidence-
based capacity to strengthen the bonds between incarcerated parents and their children.

8. The Department of Correction review disciplinary restrictions on visiting and phone
calls in light of their impact on positive social ties, and where feasible, minimize their
impact on family visits.

9. The Department of Corrections’ programs for fathers should receive additional
attention.

10. In the Department of Correction, increased case management should, where
appropriate, strengthen connections of inmates to their families, and family ties to agency
services for inmates.



