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Connecticut Sentencing Commission 

 

Gentlemen: 

 

I have practiced law for thirty-five years and have been saddened by the increasing harshness of 

punishment for anything even remotely considered to be a “sex” crime. 

My first “shock” was a nineteen year old girl who was sentenced to five years in prison for 

having a relationship with a fifteen year old girl. The younger girl consented, but her mother was 

upset – more by the homosexuality than their ages. The court had decided any sex crime would 

receive a minimum of five years in prison. Further, the older girl had to register as a sex 

offender. Where was the justice? 

 

Sex is a natural part of life, but we have swept under the rug the learning process that is naturally 

a part of it. Mostly gone are the days when a mature woman marries a mature man, both virgins, 

and they live happily ever after. Teenagers are actively having sex at fourteen. Girls usually 

choose guys who are older, and therein lies the problem. We used to acknowledge that boys 

matured more slowly than girls. When I lived in Michigan years ago, a girl could get married at 

eighteen without parental consent, but a boy had to be twenty-one.  Someone came along and 

challenged the law based on sex discrimination, but the fact remains that boys mature more 

slowly.  Our judges have lost the ability to judge based on facts in front of them – they are bound 

by mandatory minimum sentencing, and our young people are being punished most harshly. 

Where is the justice? 

 

My mom was fifteen when she married my dad, who was nineteen. Three weeks later he shipped 

out to fight in Pacific during World War II. He was gone for almost three years. He went to 

college, became a minister, and was instrumental in establishing thirteen churches in the Detroit 

area.  What a different story his life and mine would have been were the attitudes we have today 

in place then.  He would have gone to prison rather than the military or college. He would have 

spent a lifetime on the registry, hiding in shadows, rather than helping communities. Would that 

have been justice? 

 

A young man came to me several years ago – he was nineteen, his girlfriend fifteen. The girl’s 

mom wanted to break them up so she filed a criminal charge against him. He was forced to 

register as a sex offender. He applied for and received over thirty jobs that he was forced to leave 

because they were too close to one of the prohibited spots. His wife divorced him because he 

couldn’t help with the bills. He was revoked for failing to pay child support and sent to prison. 

While there, he had tattoos placed all over his face to make him “scary” so the other inmates 

would leave him alone. He is now eligible to come off the registry, more than ten years having 



passed since he finished probation, but his life was ruined.  He still has the tattoos, not having the 

money to have them removed.  A “scarlet letter” that won’t go away. Where was the justice? 

 

I sat in on a case where a sixty-five year old man was being tried for possession of child 

pornography. He had gotten his first computer only a month or so before and was shocked at 

what he found. He was arrested after the task force noted the activity on his computer, came to 

his home and arrested him, seizing the computer.  The judge gave him twenty-five 

years…basically a life sentence.  The minimum sentence was five years – he had three counts – 

the judge looked at the federal guidelines. Where’s the justice? 

 

Mandatory minimum sentences should be done away with. Why have judges at all? Just skip that 

part of the process – jury finds you guilty – apply the sentences in the statutes and save all that 

money we pay judges.  Foolish, yes, but not as foolish as taking away the right of the judge to 

make a decision based on the facts in front of him or her. Every case is different. Where is the 

justice? 

 

I understand when the Registry was first created that it was to aid law enforcement in keeping up 

with sexual predators. I still believe that serious sexual predators should be made to register – but 

that Registry should be for law enforcement only, Megan’s Law notwithstanding. By making the 

Registry public, you are creating serious safety problems for registrants and their innocent 

families. We have painted with a broad brush and have included every conceivable sexual 

offense on those registries. We are ruining lives for no reason other than the fact that we can. 

Look across the country at the homeless situation we have created – 1,000, 2,000 feet from a 

church, school, day care, playground, or any place children gather. So, rather than these 

individuals being able to be at home with their families, they are sleeping under bridges – and we 

are supposed to feel safer? Where is the justice? 

 

Legislators are fearful they will appear “soft on crime” if they suggest or support backing off 

current policies.  What they need to realize is that they went a little crazy in the first place – 

trying to look tough for their constituents. I am reminded of Jesus and the woman at the well.  

“Let the man without sin throw the first stone.”  If we required our lawmakers, prosecutors, 

judges, police officers, to submit to polygraphs every six months as we do parolees and 

probationers, there would be a rash of amended laws passed. Sentencing would reflect actual 

safety concerns rather than knee-jerk reactions from politicians trying to appear holier than they 

are.  Then we might see justice. 

 

I challenge you to take a “reasonable” approach to the issues before you. There are groups all 

over this country fighting against the unreasonableness that has taken over. I hope you will stand 

up for the voice of reason, the voice of true justice, not like Pontius Pilate who gave in the voices 

of hysteria.  Hysteria seldom results in true justice. 

 

Thank you. 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Barbara J. Gale 

 


