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I am writing in support of the Sentencing Commission’s 
proposed recommendations to reform Connecticut’s Sex 
Offender Registry.  

 
I have worked for over 30 years as an advocate for low 

income people, with a focus on housing and homelessness 
issues; and in the past two years, have also done work on 
“reentry,” advocating to reduce the civil barriers and 
collateral consequences facing people with criminal records 
when they try to succeed in civil society.  

 
In both of those areas of work, I have seen the 

serious harm and unfairness in Connecticut’s current sex 
offender registry system.  Under the current system, many 
people who all would agree pose little or no risk of any 
sex-related re-offense, are stigmatized and punished for 
life by their placement on the registry.  Often, that 
punishment includes homelessness, because federally 
subsidized housing programs, along with many state 
programs, categorically prohibit occupancy to people on the 
life-time sex offender registry.  

 
While the proposal does not satisfy every wish of 

every stake-holder in the discussions about changing 
Connecticut’s sex offender registry, that is not 
surprising, since the process was designed to seek input 
from the broadest possible range of perspectives.  But on 
the whole, the proposal balances the perspectives and needs 
of victims, people on the registry, and the public. 

 



What the proposal succeeds in doing is making two 
enormously significant improvements over Connecticut’s 
current sex offender registry:  

 
• It creates registry tiers, based on 

individualized risk assessments, so that only 
persons found to be high, or in some cases 
moderate risk will be placed on a publicly 
accessible registry; 

• It creates a system to enable people on the 
registry to petition for their removal 
altogether, or removal from the public to the law 
enforcement-only registry, based on demonstrated 
behavior.  

 
These changes are huge improvements over the current 
system, and should go a long way towards increasing 
public safety; focusing scarce state resources on 
those at greatest risk of re-offending, reducing the 
collateral harms and civil consequences to persons 
formerly on the public registry, including 
homelessness; and respecting the rights of victims.  
 
 I applaud the work of the Sentencing Commission 
in this important area, and look forward to working 
with the Sentencing Commission to urge that its 
recommendations be adopted by the Connecticut 
legislature.  
 
 In addition, I support the Sentencing Commission 

in proposing legislation for automatic erasure of misdemeanor 
and juvenile convictions under certain conditions.  Many 
other states have such legislation; and in my reentry work, I 
have seen the need for such a system.  In one of my cases, my 
client was denied employment based on a conviction that was 
almost 40 years old, with no subsequent convictions; in other 
cases, old misdemeanor convictions have been used to deny 
clients access to subsidized housing. The current pardons 
process, even since it became more “expedited” as part of the 
Governor’s Second Chance Society legislation, is still a time 
consuming and arduous application process.  An automatic 
erasure under appropriate circumstances would be a welcome 
help to overcoming some of the barriers our clients face in 
housing, employment and other areas, and I urge the 
Sentencing Commission to design and propose such legislation.   


