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To the Esteemed Members of the Sentencing Commission: 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to address this body. 
 
My name is Alok Bhatt, Policy Analyst for the State of Connecticut Commission on Equity 
and Opportunity (CEO). The CEO engages community members and policymakers on 
quality of life issues facing people of color. Our focuses include civil rights, economic well-
being, education, employment, health, and housing, among other areas of importance. 
 
While the CEO does not presently possess the knowledge to make meaningful 
recommendations to pre-trail procedure in Connecticut, we acknowledge that the current 
processes perpetuate severe and systematic racial and ethnic prejudices, and impose 
dreadful consequences on poor residents1. We hope the Sentencing Commission will 
collaborate with formerly incarcerated individuals, their families, their communities, 
providers, advocates, and recognized experts to develop best practices that culminate in a 
truly just and impartial system. In achieving this, we must not only reform pre-trail 
procedure, but ultimately abolish a model primarily based on punishment and mass 
incarceration.  
 
We also hope that the Sentencing Commission will consider the disproportionate impact of 
pre-trial policies on noncitizen residents. The stories of Jose Maria Islas of New Haven and 
Esvin Lima of Norwalk illustrate how interactions between two broken systems, criminal 
justice and immigration, produce unjust and counterproductive outcomes for our state and 
society2. Both Jose Maria and Esvin Lima were found innocent of underlying crimes which 
led up to their arrest3. Neither Mr. Islas nor Mr. Lima have criminal records, but both have 
been previously deported due to their undocumented status.   

                                                 
1 http://ctviewpoints.org/2016/10/25/criminalization-of-poverty-new-data-on-women-in-connecticut-jails/ 
2 http://articles.courant.com/2013-05-28/community/hc-hartford-deportation-0521-20130520_1_blumenthal-calls-

jose-maria-islas-ice-spokesman-ross-feinstein 
3 http://www.notonemoredeportation.com/portfolio/esvin/ 
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While held in pretrial detention, both Mr. Islas and Mr. Lima because subject to ‘detainer 
requests’ from Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). ICE detainers have no legally 
binding effect, and serve as mere requests from the federal agency to hold an individual or 
provide information about their whereabouts. Federal courts have found that holding an 
individual solely on the basis of an ICE detainer violates the Fourth Amendment of the US 
Constitution4.  
 
While in pretrial detention and subject to an ICE detainer, many noncitizens opt not to 
bond out, for fear that release in state custody will lead to their capture by ICE and 
subsequent removal proceedings. Innocent Connecticut residents, citizens and noncitizens, 
with strong ties to their communities and important roles in their families should not be 
subject to such harsh treatment, nor should those they care about have to endure the 
suffering of losing a loved one to an inherently unjust and racist system. 
 
Considering the information delivered to the Sentencing Commission by an impressive 
array of community leaders and experts, as well as insights into how the immigration and 
criminal justice systems work in tandem to fail our communities, we sincerely hope the 
Sentencing Commission will move forward with the best methods possible to create the 
best system possible. The future of our state and society remain at stake. 
 
Many thanks for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Alok Bhatt 
Senior Commission Analyst, Commission on Equity and Opportunity 
 

                                                 
4 http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-villagra-detainers-arent-constitutional-20150713-story.html 


