November 29, 2012

To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Chris Moore, Inmate 270134, Carl Robinson Cl

I feel visits are important to inmates and their families because it allows them to bond better emotionally
and physically. | believe visits should be available at various times during the day and week, because all
visitors have different times in which child care or transportation is available. | think parent s should be able
to touch their children during the visit so that the child does not feel rejected or unwanted by their parent,
which is obviously not the impression we want to give. | wish they would allow us to assist our kids with
homework, reading and school lessons during the visits. The best reason for making changes is that family
visits shows our children more structure, love, involvement and nurture, nourishing them in the process.
Thank you for you time and concern. We appreciate your involvement. Fondly, Chris Moore

To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Jay Quigley, Inmate 304839, Carl Robinson Cl

Visitation is important for people to stay close with their families. | have not seen anyone in my family for 18
months due to the restrictive nature of visitation policies. | have never been able to meet my son who will
turn 1 year old in a week. | think it is ridiculous that allowing family visits is considered a privilege as
opposed to a necessary obligation for families. In some other States rules regarding visitation are more
liberal. Restrictive policies make inmates and their families angrier and more disconnected with society. |
have nothing positive to look forward to while incarcerated. Jay Quigley

To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Rashon Bulerin, Inmate 262283, Carl Robinson Cl

I think that during visits we should be able to hold our children and our loved ones hands. | also believe that
inmate placement should be in facilities closer to our families to make it easier for children and families to
visit. Many of our families fall apart while we are incarcerated, because distance and restrictions make it
difficult for visits and phone calls to happen. Rashon Bulerin



To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Rashard Johnson, Inmate 253878, Carl Robinson Cl

I 'think that policies should be changed so that we can have better visits with our kids. And | feel that
prisoners should be housed in facilities closer to their families making it easier on the families to visit. Due
to the distance, | have not been able to see my children in two years as | am in Enfield and they live in New
London. I believe that we should be able to hold our kids so that they can get to know us. | have never held
my youngest child. Thank you. Rashard Johnson

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: James Hunter, Inmate 283722, Carl Robinson C|

Inmates should be housed at facilities closer to their families, making it easier for them to travel to see their
loved ones at a safer and closer distance. James Hunter

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Kenneth Girard, Inmate 177591, Carl Robinson Cl

I am writing this note with the hope of bettering my family’s visiting experiences. The very worst part of
current restrictions is that we are not allowed to hold our children, or hold our spouse’s hand during the
visits. This is especially necessary for our kids to see that we love and support one another. In trying to
rebuild the broken relationships we have caused it is necessary to have a positive visiting experience,
allowing us to contribute to the raising of our children strengthening the bands of trust that were broken.
Something as simple as holding hands can make a large difference, or for me to hold my child in my lap.
That alone would mean the world to him. Please seriously consider these requests, and thank you for your
time. Kenneth Girard



To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
~Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Richard Harrell, Inmate 208140, Carl Robinson Cl

I think that when Correction Officers communicate with our families they could be more respectful,
especially with women and children. | believe it would be helpful to allow us to hold and touch our children,
and to allow the children in our families that are not blood related to us (step-children, nieces and nephews,
etc.) the right to visit. Many of us are the only father figure in those children’s lives. Also the procedures for
visitors getting into the facilities often make them feel as though they are the criminals. They have done
nothing wrong, but are treated as though they have. Seeing our families is often the only positive thing we
have to look forward to while incarcerated. Richard Harrell

To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Christopher Godreau, Inmate 231507, Carl Robinson Cl

I am currently incarcerated for an 8 year sentence. | am the proud father of four boys and have been
married for nine years. | get on average one visit a month. | would get more, but the current restrictions
make it so difficult for my family that they feel very uncomfortable coming for a visit. The environment in the
visiting rooms is not conducive to a healthy visit. Although | read to my kids every visit, being able to
physically interact with our children would be great. My kids just want to climb into my lap and bond with
their dad and see me bond with their mom. In the past there were more liberal policies. Most people are not
trying to bring in contraband, and in fact we are all strip searched after each visit. What harm would it be to
allow us to spend quality time with our loved ones? Thank you for considering these suggestions.
Christopher Godreau

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Samuel Lebron, Inmate 197930, Carl Robinson Cl

Some of us get visits by necessity with more than one child. One of my own children is autistic. It is difficult
for the moms to manage the children by themselves. Allowing us to touch and hold our kids would help to
make visits more productive and useful for the whole family. Even when my wife tries to explain our one
child’s handicap, she is not listened to by the Correction officers and often treated rudely. Special visiting
times, especially in cases like this would be so helpful. Not being able to physically contact your children is
so difficult for the inmates and especially the kids. More liberal policies with visitation would make prisoners
more positive and less likely to act out. Happier inmates make security less of a problem, not more of a
problem. Having crayons, coloring books and children’s books would be so helpful. | am sure agencies like
Families in Crisis, Inc would be willing to supply those kind of tools. Thank you. Samuel Lebron



To:  The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From:  William Rodriguez, Inmate 297630, Carl Robinson Cl

When families enter the visiting areas they are allowed a brief physical greeting, yet are not allowed to
touch each other during the visits. | have an 18 month old daughter, who | cannot hold or touch. | am not
even able to reach out and touch the hand of my co-parent, to support her and show my child that her
parents are in love and supportive of one another and her. There are dividers on the tables which Separate
the inmates from their families. The families themselves are often treated like criminals by correction staff.
That makes no sense at all. Those who do visit, often tell us that they feel uncomfortable because of
intimidation from the correction officers. | realize the need for security, yet family members should not be
denigrated or made to feel like my crime is their crime. Thank you, William Rodriguez

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Hector Mercado, Inmate 243170, Carl Robinson Cl

I have a 30 month old child who | am barely able to touch during a visit. This is as much a hardship on the
children as it is the fathers and mothers. Also the sternness with which they are treated by staff is
unnecessary and negative. More flexibility with visitation would be so appreciated by inmates and their
families. Please know that even with the inconveniences, visits are very much beneficial for every family.
However some modifications would make an even great benefit more enjoyable and helpful for children and
parents. Thank you for hearing me out! Hector Mercado

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From:  Anthony Mickens, Inmate 206137, Carl Robinson Cl

Visits are very important because they keep unity among families. They help families stay stronger and less
stressed out. Visits help families keep their love strong. No contact visits hampers and distracts the
purpose of the visits. Visits make inmates and their families better mentally, give us and them hope and
support during incarceration. Visits create a time of happiness for the children, the co-parents, the inmate
and the whole family system. Thank you. Anthony Mickens



To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re:  Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of Corrections
Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates

From: Daniel Rapuano, Inmate 290379, Carl Robinson Cl

I receive regular visits from my family for which | am thankful, But every one of my visitors complain about
the bad treatment they receive from staff. The process of coming into the prison can be so intimidating,
disrespectful and humiliating that it takes away the joy that the visit is intended for. When our children
naturally reach out to us they are often reprimanded (and scared) by staff Changes to these practices
would make visits so much more productive. Thank you. Daniel Rapuano



November 28, 2012

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission
Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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November 28, 2012

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission
Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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November 28, 2012

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission
Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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November 28, 2012
To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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‘November 28, 2012

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission
Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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November 28, 2012

To: The Members of the Connecticut Sentencing Commission

Re: Recommendations to Change Certain Policies & Practices of the Department of
Corrections Involving Visitation of Adults and Children to Inmates
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