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Governor Rowland Leads Ribbon-Cutting at 
Connecticut’s New Rentschler Field Stadium
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40,000 Seat Venue Ready for Inaugural Events

EAST HARTFORD, Conn. - Governor John G. Rowland, today joined by state and local officials, youth sports groups, college athletes, and stadium employees led the ceremonial ribbon-cutting to open Connecticut’s new Rentschler Field stadium. The event, marking the stadium’s successful completion, culminated with the singing of the national anthem for the first time ever at Rentschler Field, a flag raising ceremony, and youth football and soccer players tossing and kicking the first passes down the new playing field. 
“In less than three years, we have transformed a former runway into a world-class sports and entertainment venue for all of Connecticut,” said Governor Rowland. “Our opening season showcases the ways in which Rentschler Field will attract great events, provide exceptional facilities for a diverse array of activities, and create business and jobs for Connecticut.”

The approximately 40,000-seat stadium’s first major event, August 8-10, will be the State Games of America, the premier Olympic-style national event for athletes of all ages and abilities. The stadium will also be a major resource for community organizations in search of a large venue with easy access to Greater Hartford’s major interstates.  On August 15, the Hartford Marathon Foundation will sponsor a community 5K road race starting from the stadium to benefit the Intercommunity Mental Health Group, a non-profit organization that assists people affected by mental illness and addiction disorders.  

-MORE-

The stadium is also the new home field for University of Connecticut football.  UConn football will open its Rentschler Field schedule August 30 against Indiana University. Approximately 23,400 fans have obtained season tickets for UConn’s six-game 2003 home schedule.  Tickets are still available at 1-866-994-9499 or online at www.uconnhuskies.com.

The stadium was built under the supervision of the State of Connecticut Office of Policy & Management (OPM) as part of the State of Connecticut’s Adriaen’s Landing/Rentschler Field economic development program. Rentschler Field is being managed by Madison Square Garden, which will program additional sports and entertainment events around the six-game UConn football schedule.  Stadium news, events, and information will be available on the stadium’s future website, www.rentschlerfield.com.

In addition to State Games of America athletes and officials, the ribbon-cutting was also celebrated by coaches and players of the East Hartford Steamers youth football league, the Connecticut High School Coaches Association, which will have a Wall of Fame installed at Rentschler Field, and Connecticut Special Olympians. Last year, Rentschler Field donated topsoil from the construction site to the Steamers for resurfacing the program’s local field in East Hartford.

The facility was designed by the architectural firm Ellerbe Becket and the construction manager is Hunt/Gilbane Joint Venture.

"The completion of the stadium is a lesson in what can be accomplished through teamwork,” said OPM Secretary Marc S. Ryan.  “Multiple state, local and federal agencies worked to make this project happen--and they did it on time and on budget."

The $92-million Rentschler Field spans 8.5 acres of the 75-acre site donated to the state by United Technologies.  The natural grass Rentschler Field playing surface is 26-feet below grade at the stadium, which features stadium seating, outdoor club seats, fully enclosed club seats and 40 luxury suites. Rentschler Field is named for Frederick Rentschler, a visionary inventor who founded Pratt and Whitney in Hartford in 1925. Pratt and Whitney, now owned by Hartford-based UTC, moved to East Hartford in 1929.
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