[image: image1.jpg]¢
“\Qam








[image: image4.png]



 
July 2008
Dear Family Day Event Planner, 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Family Day in Connecticut.  Family Day is an annual activity honoring families; the official date is Sunday, September 14.  This year's theme is “Families: Connecticut's Greatest Resource”.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to emphasize that responsibility is a family and community commitment.
In celebration of the 10th anniversary, the Family Day Committee held a Youth Poster contest, resulting in four winning poster designs that will be used in marketing Family Day 2008.  Pictures of the winning poster designs, information on activities and resources are included in a Family Day Community Planning Packet, which can all be found on the Family Day website.  http://www.ctfamilyday.org/  
Thanks to funding from the Department of Children and Families http://www.ct.gov/dcf/ and the Children's Trust Fund State of Connecticut Children's Trust Fund, the Family Day Organizing Committee is pleased to announce an increase in opportunities to get a Family Day Planning Grant.  A maximum of 25 grants of $200 will be awarded this year to help plan a Family Day event.  To gain a small planning grant for Family Day ’08 events, the application form below must be submitted by noon on August 14, 2008.
Towns with priority school districts and towns considered to be distressed will be given special consideration.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 860-550-6637 or deanna.lia@ct.gov. We look forward to hearing from you.

DeAnna Lia

Family Day Coordinator

Director of Prevention

Department of Children and Families
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Towns of Distress and Towns with Priority School Districts for 2008
Ansonia

Bloomfield

Bridgeport

Bristol

Danbury

Derby

East Hartford

East Windsor

Enfield

Hartford

Killingly

Meriden

Naugatuck

New Britain

New Haven

New London

North Canaan

Norwalk

Norwich

Plainfield

Plymouth

Putnam

Sprague

Stamford

Torrington

Waterbury

West Haven

Winchester

Windham
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2008 CT Family Day Planning Grant Application

History 

CT Family Day was established in 1997 through legislation proposed by Senator Joe Crisco.  CT statute designates the second Sunday in September as Family Day. The purpose of Family Day is to honor and recognize our state’s most valuable natural resource – the family; however one chooses to define “family.” A family is more than a group of individuals related by blood, marriage, civil unions or adoption - a family is a community of persons united by their love and commitment to one another.  Beginning in 1998, communities throughout Connecticut have celebrated Family Day by holding special events and programs in the months of September and October. 

Grant Program

The Family Day Organizing Committee will again make available mini-grants to assist communities and organizations with their Family Day event. To qualify for consideration, the event must focus on the family, incorporate the theme and involve activities or interactions that reinforce or strengthen family bonds. This year's theme is “Families: Connecticut's Greatest Resource”.  Webster defines a resource as a natural feature or phenomenon that enhances the quality of human life.  Applicants should also emphasize that responsibility is a family and community commitment.

Who May Apply

Your organization may apply for this grant if it is not-for-profit and is a community group or town government agency.  Special consideration will be given to the towns considered by the Department of Economic and Community Development to be “distressed,” or a town that is considered by the State Department of Education to be “Priority.”  A list of these towns is included and can be found at www.ctfamilyday.org.

Criteria for Funding

Your application must demonstrate that the event 

· will take place sometime in September or October of 2008

· planning involves a collaboration with other community agencies/organizations and considers the diversity within the community

· is accessible to everyone (e.g. handicapped accessible)

· focuses on the family

· receives matching funds or contributions in kind (see below)

Application Deadline

Deadline for this application is August 14, 2008 at noon.  Applications received after noon on August 14 will not be considered.

Applications may be submitted by mail, fax or email.

DeAnna Lia, Department of Children & Families, 505 Hudson Street, Hartford, 06106, fax 860-566-7947 or deanna.lia@ct.gov .

Grant Amount

Contingent upon the availability of funds, planning Grants will be given in the amount of $200.00.  A maximum of twenty-five (25) grants will be awarded.

Matching Requirements

There must be evidence demonstrated of 1:1 matching funds which may include the in-kind contributions.

Final Reports

A final report will be required within 60 days of the event using a final reporting outline that will be provided at a later date.
Application and Review Process

Applications will be reviewed by the Family Day Organizing Committee. The review process is expected to be completed by August 18, with notification going out on or about August 20. Please do not wait to receive notification before your planning begins.

2008 FAMILY DAY PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION

A. APPLICANT INFORMATION

Organization Name 










Contact Person 





 Title 



Address 









 

City 







 Zip 




Phone 





 Fax 





Email 












State Representative 



 State Senator 




B. FAMILY DAY EVENT INFORMATION

Date of Event










Time of Event










Location










Description (What kind of event is this?) 









C. MORE ABOUT YOUR EVENT

1. In what way does your event focus on the family? 








2. In what way does your event promote or incorporate the 2008 Family Day theme - “Families: Connecticut's Greatest Resource”?  Highlight how your event will emphasize that responsibility is a family and community commitment.
3. Name the community groups involved in the planning of your event.

4. What role will each group play in the planning and implementation?

5. From whom will you be receiving matching funding/in-kind services?

6. How have you addressed the issue of access to all and diversity?

7. Have you applied for this planning grant in the past?    ____Y
____N

8. Did you receive Family Day funding in the past?
     ____Y  
 ____N

9 How do you plan to inform the larger community of your event?  Include specific ways that Family Day (i.e. posters, logo) will be prominent in the promotion of your event.  (Suggestions for press releases, etc. can be found at www.ctfamilyday.org.)
D. BUDGET

Please include a simple budget

Expenses

Item description

Amount

Total Expenses




Matching Funds or

In-Kind Contributions




Please submit the application by noon on August 14 to:

DeAnna Lia

Department of Children & Families

505 Hudson Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Fax 860-566-7947


Email: deanna.Lia@ct.gov
