Minutes of the Children’s Trust Fund Council Meeting




     410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford CT 




              Tuesday, Dec 18, 2007





       4:30 – 6:00 PM

Present:  Laura Amenta, Carolyn Signorelli, Joan Parris, Dr. Skip Berrien,
               Sylvia Gafford-Alexander
Guests:  Bob Farr

Staff:      Karen Foley-Schain, Laura Beebe

Absent:  Flo Woodiel, Nancy Berger, Paul Flinter, Paul Dworkin, Donna Grant,  

              Bonnie Stewart, Rudy Brooks 
Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 4:56pm 

New Freedom of Information Requirements: 

As a result of Public Act 07-213 there are new requirements to the Freedom of Information Act which relate to council meetings. The council members were informed of the requirements which include:

· Posting agendas and minutes on CTF website and submitting them to the office of the Secretary of State within specified timeframes.  
· Recording and tallying individual votes on all motions. 
Help Me Grow
The 2007 Help Me Grow Annual Evaluation Report issued by the University of Hartford, Center for Social Research was distributed.  
· The evaluation found that more children with behavioral and developmental challenges were identified at an early age and connected to services than in the previous year.

· Three accomplishments of the program included a 16% increase in the number of phone calls to Help Me Grow over the last year resulting in a 60% increase in referrals to community based services overall. 
· Eighty-six percent of families referred to Help Me Grow during the past year were connected to services.  
· The participation in the Ages & Stages child monitoring program increased by 4% in the past year.  

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Program
The evaluation report for the Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Program administered by ChildPlan was distributed. The evaluation was conducted by Dr. Eleanor Lyons, University of Connecticut.

The report showed that substantial progress was made by ChildPlan on all three of its primary goals for this grant.  The results from the community-level intervention were most evident.  The evaluation showed that families acquired new information about signs of risk for both children and abusers.  Changes attributable to training professionals was less clear, although their responses on the evaluation demonstrated increased likelihood of reporting, heightened awareness and a greater focus on listening to children.  The results were encouraging and warrant continued efforts.  
Children's Cabinet
The Early Childhood Cabinet committee on Infants and Toddlers draft report was distributed. The report names twelve essential findings that will be the basis the Cabinet's Infant/Toddler Strategic Plan.
Poverty Council Proposal  
A report submitted to the Poverty Council by a panel of experts was distributed.

A group of nonpartisan experts reviewed 67 recommendations made by the Poverty Council. The panel highlighted 13 of recommendations as supported by evidence and likely to result in reductions in child poverty if implemented effectively.
Elements of Consistent Strategy
Program Development 
The council discussed ways in which the work of the Children's Trust fund support the goals identified by the Cabinet, the Poverty Council and the panel of experts.

She also reported that a contract has been signed with the DSS to implement a Medicaid reimbursement process that will recoup for the state roughly 40% of Trust Fund expenditures for NFN services. The amount to be recouped is about $4 million annually. 
Karen indicated that with these funds it would be possible to double the capacity of our NFN home visitor programs by adding two additional home visitors to each site.  
The contract will be fully executed when it signed by the DSS Commissioner. 
Funding Strategy -The Council discussed ideas to integrate private sector fundraising into on going program development goals in order to have consistent strategy across all of its efforts.  

Communication goals - Holding conferences to raise funds and communicate the need to prevent child abuse neglect was discussed. It was noted that if we prevent child abuse the state can save money in many service areas in the future.  Reaching policy makers and the next generation of policy makers is a key need.
Partnerships - using federal funds and getting corporations to partner with us is a future goal.

Legislative Session
On January 23, 2008 the Trust Fund will hold a legislative advocacy meeting with its Nurturing families Network sites at the State Capitol.  Marcia Hughes will present a white paper on the development of the program in relation to several national models.
This will be a working group of NFN manager's supervisors and program directors and to discuss next steps for legislative advocacy and future goals for the program, such as the possibility of a depression trial, effort to increase fatherhood involvement, and opportunities for program expansion.

Motion to adjourn by Carolyn Signorelli, seconded by Sylvia Gafford-Alexander, passed unanimously meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm.

