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	Members present:
 Kendall Wiggin, Chair (CSL); Donald Blevins (CABE), Diane Wallace (DOIT), Joshua Smith (CECA), Russell Feinmark (Speaker of the House), Cheryl Prevost (CEA), Bill Silver (CAPSS), Judith Greiman (CCIC), Kathy Giotsas (CLA)
	

	
	

	Members absent: David Carter (CSU), Scott Ciecko (DHE), Patricia Fusco (formerly CFEPE), David Gilbertson (UConn), Marc Herzog, Chancellor CCTC), Ed Klonoski (Charter Oak State College), Rich Mavrogeanes, Pres. Pro Temp (Senate), Mark McQuillan (SDE), Anthony Palermino (DPUC), Bart Stanco, CIO, (Governor’s office) 

	

	
	

	Others present:     Gail Coppage (CCTC), Rick Massette (CSUS), Scott Zak, (CSUS), John Vittner (DOIT), Mike Johnson (Betty Gallo & Co.), Kylene Penras (Murtha Cullina LLP), Steve Casey (DOIT), Maureen Magnan (Robinson and Cole), Jack Babbit (UConn)

	

	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
	

	Report of the Commission Chair:  
	

	Chairperson Kendall Wiggin called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. He welcomed the group and said that on behalf of the Committee, he would like to send a letter of thanks to Karen Kaplan, who is no longer with the Committee. Ken will speak with Commissioner McQuillan about a plan for a new Executive Director. Ken reported that Congressman John Larson hosted an event Tuesday at Goodwin College where the Librarian of Congress and staff spoke about resources at the Library of Congress for students. He will distribute a hand out. He will talk to Congressman Larson more about having more schools in the Congressional District connected to the Library of Congress and he will also inquire about teacher courses and copyright issues. They also have intern programs online. 
Ken said the State Library has signed a contract with Ancestry.com to have a large portion of our genealogical archives digitized by Ancestory.com at no cost to the state. Ancestry.com with provide full access to these digitized documents through iCONN.  The work is being done in Hartford from the original documents. This project will take several years.

	Report of the Chair

	
	

	Approval of Minutes: It was MOVED (Judith Grieman) and seconded (Cheryl Prevost) TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED of June 16, 2010.  PASSED with no abstentions. 
	Minutes

	
	

	Network Update
	

	John Vittner gave a CEN update:
· The CEN budget specified for 2010 was reduced to 3.5 million. This is still an increase from last year. An allotment was made for the network refresh. There has been no change in E-Rate since June. 
· An application was submitted for 1.4 million for FY 2011, which will turn into $626,000 in discounts. It is hoped that it will be approved. 
· UConn has posted 2 vacant technical CEN positions. The positions haven’t been filled; they are being reposted. CEN is also working with UConn to post specifications for the content position. 
· The CEN rate structure is reviewed annually for non K-12 and library and has been reduced this year by $35, $40, and $45.This is a significant savings for CSU and UConn. There have been reductions in the last four out of five years.  
· Aliza Bailey from CEN will be doing technology training. They will do presentations for DOIT, network monitoring for CEN and for all DOIT employees. 

· A 32% increase in broadband needs was seen this year. CEN is purchasing and expanding up to 5.2 gigabit commitments to the Internet.  They used refresh dollars over the summer to do network upgrades and refreshes on backbone links for 13 routers. 

· Douglas Library and Warren Library have become new members to the network. 

· Rick Bailey is overseeing the BTOP (Broadband Technology Opportunity Program) application and projects and he wishes to congratulate the Committee for the $93,000,000 BTOP award. The award will go to 120 facilities (83 K-12, 29 libraries, and 8 institutions of higher learning) and 6 CPTV locations. There will be some additions and some replacements over the 3 yr. award period, to be completed by August. 2013.  Certain areas of the state need to be upgraded. 
Joshua Smith asked about the grant and how it will affect point to point building connections after getting to CEN and about the options to choose companies and use of dark fiber. John said that the infrastructure for public safety will hit every municipality as another part of the grant. New fiber will be laid and open up opportunities.
Bill Silver asked what differences schools would see. John said that CEN will grow more easily within districts with more self management. All connections will be redundant.

Ken said there will be real savings with leasing and we will save on E-Rate by building fiber for more connection to schools.

	Network Update and the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program  Grant (BTOP)



	Update on CT’s Educational Technology-related Participation in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

	

	Ken said Connecticut didn’t get the Race to the Top grant and doesn’t have an ARRA update.
Advisory Councils

iCONN The iCONN budget passed with holdbacks and some pending rescissions. Ken is unsure of their effect at this time. There have been some reductions on databases. ICONN use is down 13 % but is still used heavily in schools, public libraries, and academic libraries.  An RFP will be going out to replace the vendor of a  big component of iCONN, which is the interface to databases and the union catalog. A new vendor should take over by early next year.
	AARA Updates
Other
 Advisory Councils

	
	

	
	

	Network Committee  Randall Osborn, East Haven Public Schools –absent no report

	

	
	

	Report of the Nominating Committee 
	

	Joshua Smith recruited Judy Grieman and Ed Klonoski to be part of a nominating committee to elect the next Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee.  He asked if there are any restrictions for serving as chair or vice chair. He asked members to email him if interested in serving. Once there is a slate of nominees, he suggested that the Committee vote electronically and the results will be presented at the next meeting. There will be many changes in membership. It is unsure how many will be replaced. Joshua’s email is jsmith@ridgefield.org.

Ken questioned whether we should wait until the transition to new governor is complete before moving forward. Some members are here by appointment from the Governor. He doesn’t think the bylaws will change, but he will put off the next meeting until January. 

	Report of the Nominating Committee 



	Report from Committee Members
	Roundtable

	Diane Wallace said that she is very happy about the news of the BTOP grant of $93,000,000.  She will put together a transition document for the new governor and CIO.

Kathy Giotsas said a lot of libraries are looking at open source for their catalogs.

Don Blevin said that the main thing for local boards of education is authorization of the budget and they are all concerned about the state’s contribution for education funding and the expirations of ARRA funds. There will probably be no money for new initiatives and will be lucky to maintain current plans. From the state association point of view, they are watching the elections to see what will happen with state appointees; there will be major changes.

Bill Silver, CAPPS is focusing on policy issues to support school districts related to social networking with students and staff. They are pleased about the new UConn positions for the CEN network.  They would like to request to Diane or John; that the Governor make a formal announcement about the BTOP grant. Also, asked if CEN could provide a brief memo to distribute to districts to make it clear what will be happening with the Grant.

Joshua Smith reported that Monday is the Annual CECA (Connecticut Educators Computer Association) Conference to which the Committee members are invited. Gary Stager, an educational futurist will be the head speaker. They will be working on consortiums for new England to work together.

Cheryl Prevost reported that CEA (Connecticut Education Association) is heavily involved in the election process. Educational technology issues are here and there are pockets in the state that need a plan. The Development committee needs to meet.
Gail Coppage reported that she is representing Chancellor Mark Herzog. The community colleges had an increase in enrollment of 5.7 percent to all community colleges with an increase of up to 13% in some colleges. Gail will email Ken information about a $20,000,0000 grant which the Gates Foundation has announced for new technology programs. 
Ed Klonoski reported that Charter Oak online is growing quickly, but Higher Education institutions are feeling stressed.  He also heard about the Gates grant which he thinks may help find online pockets of learning in inexpensive ways.
Judith Grieman agreed with Ed that there is stress at the higher education level in providing technology to students. Gail asked that the annual report articulate what the Committee has done so far and what still needs to be done. She asked about the budget. 
Ken reported that he included in his budget submission additional funds for iCONN to add databases that could be used by people looking for jobs. The State Library also had to submit budget reduction options which included cuts to iCONN. Diane Wallace said she was asked by the Governor to submit a reduction option as well and she said that CEN could not afford to do this other than bill towns for services which was rejected, as they expected it would be. 
Ken will work on the annual report. He would like to have information on how schools have saved money using CEN and saving from E-Rate. Judith suggested listing accomplishments over the lifespan of the Committee and also add professional development endeavors.

Scott Zak reported that the CSU system has gone through a lot of changes. They have a new system CIO, Wendy Chang, formerly from SCSU. Scott expects her to be part of the committee or she will appoint someone from the agency. 

	

	Proposed Meeting Schedule for 2010-2011
	

	None at this time.

	Proposed Meeting Schedule

	Announcements
	

	None at this time.
	Announcements

	At 11:20 a.m. IT WAS MOVED (Gail Coppage) seconded (Ken Wiggin) TO ADJOURN;  PASSED unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled for sometime in January.
	

	
	

	Respectfully submitted,
	

	_____________________________
	

	Kendall F. Wiggin, Chair
	

	
	

	
	

	______________________________
	

	Ursula Hunt, Recorder
	


