eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

October 24, 2007
Council Members Attending: Cindy Gallatin, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, Terri Clark, and Ed Klonoski.  CET Staff Attending: Sarah Edson.  Public Attending: Gretchen Hayden.
The meeting began with a discussion of the CET meeting which occurred earlier that day.  During the meeting, Executive Director Karen Kaplan shared a draft of the CET Annual Report that included four Recommendations which the CET approved and prioritized:
Based on the status of the CEN, educational technology progress and efforts to date, and State and Commission goals, the Commission for Educational Technology submits these four recommendations:

1. Provide operational funding for the Commission for Educational Technology.   
2. Provide support to acquire engaging science and mathematics educational resources made available statewide through the CEN. 
3. Provide greater professional development opportunities for PK-12 and Higher Education faculty on the integration of technology into the curriculum. 

4. Provide funding to support connections for Charter Schools and other public schools not yet connected to the CEN.  
The Ken Wiggins, the Chair of the CET requested that the eLearning & Content Advisory Council assist the Commission by proving additional background on the second recommendation at the January CET meeting.

The CET also discussed combining this Council with the Professional Development Council.  Cheryl Prevost, a new CET member, has been assigned to our Council to replace Henry Dutcher, who is moving to the Infrastructure Council.  Cheryl was part of the original Professional Development work of the CET and I believe she is a teacher in East Hartford.
Next the Council heard a progress report on the CT Virtual Learning Center from Gretchen Hayden.  The Council discussed the policies that the Policy Advisory Council has recommended and the challenges, particularly teacher recruitment.
The ad hoc group working on our STEM learning resources project reported on their progress and led a vigorous discussion about how these resources can and should be delivered to teachers.  The discussion focused on several key concepts:

· High quality digital learning materials will be of value to K-6 STEM education, and some of them will need to be purchased. 

· These materials need to be “wrapped” in lessons to assist teachers in using them.

· They must be stored in a database that is searchable by topic, grade level, and content standard. 

· Professional development must be available to assist teachers in both handling the local technologies and integrating learning objects into their instructional model.

Our meeting schedule for the rest of the year is: 
January 9, 2008

March 12, 2008

May 21, 2008
All meeting will be from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the CTDLC in Newington (unless otherwise advertised). 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium
