eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

March 21, 2007
Council Members Attending: Cindy Gallatin, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, Stephen Wilmarth, and Ed Klonoski.  CET Staff Attending:
Sarah Edson.  Public Attending: Debra Hinck 
The meeting began by approving the Minutes from the January 24th meeting (the February meeting was cancelled).

Next, Ed shared the process, testimony, and language associated with Raised Bill 7354, An Act Concerning the Commission on Education Technology and virtual Instruction for Connecticut Public School and Internet Safety. The bill asserts: Ensuring that teachers in public schools have access to professional development in on-line instruction and that students attending public schools have equitable on-line access to courses, including, but not limited to, the following: (i) Dual credit and advanced placement courses, (ii) courses in low enrollment areas, (iii) courses for credit recovery, and (iv) workforce training courses.
At its conclusion, the Bill goes on to allocate money and responsibility for this activity in the following language (which was crafted by the CET at and after its January meeting)
Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2007) The sum of eight hundred forty-five thousand dollars is appropriated to the Board for State Academic Awards, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, for the purpose of enabling the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium to deliver on-line courses developed or approved in concert with the Departments of Education and Higher Education, the Regional Educational Service Centers or other agencies interested in the delivery of on-line courses to public schools.

Sec. 4. (Effective July 1, 2007) The sum of eight hundred fifty-five thousand dollars is appropriated to the Board for State Academic Awards, from the General Fund, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, for the purpose of enabling the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium to deliver on-line courses developed or approved in concert with the Departments of Education and Higher Education, the Regional Educational Service Centers or other agencies interested in the delivery of on-line courses to public schools.

The eLearning focus of Bill 7354 is related to this Council’s recommendation for eLearning as expressed in our August 2006 Minutes:

 eLearning: Provide high quality, online course materials that help equalize opportunity and access for all Connecticut K-12 students. These online resources could include STEM courses, language instruction, remedial materials, enrichment materials, professional development, and even online student services.   The eLearning environment delivering these resources would be flexible, centrally managed, and available across the CEN to all Connecticut districts.  

The Council discussed the eLearning initiative and its legislative process. In the context of its four August recommendations, progress on the video repository proposal (none) was discussed.
The second half of the meeting was devoted to meeting Sarah Edson, the new CET Content Specialist.  She introduced herself and presented her work and initial thoughts after her first month in the position.  Her presentation focused on the conversations she has been having across the CET membership with a particular focus on trends, patterns, needs, resources, and leveraging potential.  She emphasized that her initial objectives are focused on pursuing the “low hanging fruit,” or applications that already have industry penetration, recognized pedagogical value, and the potential to be implemented with relatively low cost.  The Council shared its support of her Next Steps and offered their thoughts about how best to move the Content agenda forward with the full Commission.

At Cindy Gallatin’s suggestion, the Council will endeavor to collect three specific, solvable learning problems that we can deliver to the CET with appropriate technology interventions attached.  This exercise is an attempt to show the full Commission the applications and services that exemplify “Content” in the context of learning.  The Council hopes that this will assist the CET in understanding what sorts of programs and budgets are necessary to advance Connecticut’s eLearning & Content needs.

Next Meeting: April 18, 2007 from 2:00 to 4:00 at the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium in Newington.  
Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium
