eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

January 9, 2008
Council Members Attending: Jan Huber, Cindy Gallatin, Susan Palisano, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, Terri Clark, and Ed Klonoski.  CET Staff Attending: Karen Kaplan and Sarah Edson. 
The meeting began with the STEM committee planning their January meeting.  They will be crafting a progress report for the CET meeting on January 30th.  Next Ed gave the Council an update on the progress of the CT Virtual Learning Center program, including some samples of the press the program received.
Karen discussed the upcoming CET meeting, with some particular attention to the K-12 network survey that has been completed.  The CET will be presented with data about the percentage of schools within the high school, middle school, and elementary schools that have broadband access (defined as T1 or greater).  This survey was conducted to discover the degree to which the K-12 community has deployed the CEN connectivity back into their schools.

Then Karen discussed the Public Act No. 07-253—An Act Concerning Certified Competitive Video Service.  The DPUC is soliciting advice on how to handle a recurring pool of dollars generated from the cable providers.  Specifically, the bill says that “fifty per cent of said moneys shall be available to boards of education and other education entities for education technology initiatives.”  The DPUC is asking for public testimony on how they should handle this requirement.  The CET is arguing that by statute it should be the organization that designs the protocols for how this money is deployed within the educational technology community. 
And finally, Karen shared her plans to discuss merging the Professional Development Advisory Council with our Advisory Council at the January CET meeting, with that merger becoming an action item at the March meeting.  After some discussion, the Council made and unanimously approved the following motion:
“The eLearning & Content Advisory Council supports merging the Professional Development Advisory Council with the eLearning & Content Advisory Council.”

This recommendation caused the Council to take another look at its membership, specifically in light of the discussion at the September meeting about requiring regular attendance from members: “As a product of this discussion, the Council asked Ed to contact each Council member to verify that he/she could attend these meetings and meet their obligations to the Council’s work” (September 26, 2007).  The merger of the two committees will require that some new members with PD backgrounds be added, so the Council decided that it was necessary to ask three members who have not attended regularly to cease being voting members of the Council in order to make room for new PD members.  Of course, all meetings of the eLearning & Content Advisory Council are public, and we welcome interested parties to attend and participate.  Formal membership gives that person the right to vote on initiatives.
The council made and passed (with one abstention) the following motion:

“Given the need to integrate the PD Council into the eLearning & Content Advisory Council and keep the membership at 12 practitioners, the Council empowers the chair to inform the three eLearning & Content Advisory Council members who have not attended regularly that they will no longer be voting members of the Council.”

Ed informed the Council that the new K-12 Blackboard license includes its Content Management System, which will be available to the K-12 community for course supporting materials (like the materials that the STEM sub-committee are assembling).

And the meeting ended with a discussion of whether Wikipedia is an academic resource that deserves inclusion with the VLC supporting resources.  After a vigorous discussion, the Council voted 7-2 that it did not.  Gretchen will remove it from the VLC website.

Our meeting schedule for the rest of the year is: 
March 12, 2008

May 21, 2008
All meetings will be from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the CTDLC in Newington (unless otherwise advertised). 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium
