eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

October 11, 2006

Attending: Henry Dutcher, Cindy Gallatin, Gretchen Hayden, Jan Huber, Karen Kaplan, Sue Palisano, Larry Schaefer, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, Stephen Wilmarth, and Ed Klonoski.  
The Council welcomed new member Larry Schaefer from the Milford School System and new CET members Henry Dutcher, representing the Connecticut Library Association, and Josh Smith, representing CECA.

The meeting began with a report on the September meeting of the CET at which the eLearning & Content Advisory Council’s recommendations for new initiatives were accepted and discussed.  The CET will be working on the annual report, a draft of which is due by the end of October, and then on its Strategic Plan, which will include the legislative agenda.  As part of those planning activities, Karen Kaplan has asked our Advisory Council to assist in providing more detail on our various initiatives.

Bill Sullivan gave a report on a recent meeting with Ted Sergi, Executive Director of the Connecticut Science Center, at which the possibility of a pilot program connecting exhibits and activities at the Science Center with several local schools was discussed.  The pilot would require high end digital cameras at the science center delivering a rich media stream across a high speed network to local schools.  The purpose of the pilot would be to explore the educational potentials of “telepresence” made possible by next generation graphics and networks.  Bill is exploring a field trip to the University of Illinois for several interested parties (e.g. Science Center, UCONN, City of Hartford, eLearning AC).  In the meantime, Klonoski will forward this project to the Network and Infrastructure Service Advisory Council for their technical evaluation.
Next the group brainstormed protocols for organizations or individuals seeking to present to the Council.  The Council agreed to prepare an online request form that contained the following elements:

· Mission of the eLearning & Content Advisory Council (including our constituency)
· Acceptable purposes for presentations (no sales presentations)

· Purpose of the presentation (i.e. idea, partnership, new technology, educational applications, etc.)

· Background on the presenter (including research, publications, etc.)
If accepted, the presenter will provide the Council with any materials in advance of the meeting.  Presentations will be limited to 20 minutes. The Council agreed that these protocols may require adjustment as the Council begins to hear from various interested parties.
Next the Council reviewed Section XI of the CET by-laws relating to Advisory Councils and took the following actions:

· Nominated and elected Ed Klonoski as eLearning & Content Advisory Council Chair.

· Created a nomination and election process for a Vice-Chair (nominations to be submitted to the Chair by e-mail and voting, if necessary, to be accomplished using the same medium).

· Discussed the process for replacing members who resign or stop attending.

· Agreed to consider an attendance policy after its first year of operation.

The Chair asked the Council to review the description of the eLearning & Content Advisory Council that was presented to the Commission during its deliberations on the revised by-laws. Each Advisory Council is empowered to reconsider its mission and purposes and propose changes in those items to the CET. The Chair will accept proposed changes to the eLearning & Content Advisory Council description at any time from the members and place those proposed changes on the next meeting agenda for discussion and potential adoption.

The meeting finished with a vigorous discussion of how the group could assist the Executive Director in adding “scenarios” to the annual report that would bring the Council’s recommendations to life for Commissioners and Legislators.  After a wide ranging discussion of how the Council’s recommendations for a Virtual Learning Center, Learning Object Repository, Teleconferencing, and a statewide Student Information System could best be brought to life, the Council agreed to the following:
· Focus on the Virtual Learning Center and the Learning Object Repository.  

· Create examples that show students using these technologies to learn better.

· Create scenarios that showcase solutions to state problems including:

· Equity

· Achievement Gap

· Teacher Shortages

· STEM Education

· Global Awareness/ Language Acquisition

· Economic Development

Several potential scenarios were discussed including credit recovery, advanced placement, distance delivered foreign language instruction, “captured” library special events, etc.  Karen will be accepting our efforts as quickly as we can draft them.

At Larry Schaefer’s suggestion, Klonoski will be researching the documents produced by an earlier incarnation of a CET Content Committee to see what work was already done that we can build on.

Next Meeting: November 8, 2006 from 1:00 to 3:00 at the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium in Newington.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium    







